
July Devotional



Bright Spots – Social
APY LANDS

The Salvation Army is active in one of Australia’s most remote regions – the Anangu Pitjantjatjara 

Yankunytjatjara desert lands in South Australia’s far north-west (bordering the Northern Territory and 

Western Australia). The ‘APY Lands Ministry’ takes affordable furniture, household goods and clothing 

to 2500 Aboriginal people, who live here in a semi-traditional lifestyle in communities of 300 to 500 

people. New houses are being built but furnishing them is a huge challenge. With volunteer assistance, 

The Salvation Army brings a 16-tonne truck full of goods that are sold in one morning at an exciting 

jumble sale. 

This service provides people with an opportunity to access material goods that remain hard to 

come by in remote communities. In the process, The Salvation Army is supporting the Indigenous 

Christian community as they witness to the changing power of the gospel of Jesus. Health, educational 

opportunities and loving values, along with Pitjantjatjara Bible translation, are prioritised as we build 

relationships with people in these remote communities.

What the Lord requires of us is this: to do what is just, to show constant love,  

and to live in humble fellowship with our God. 

Micah 6:8

For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s  

sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5:19

Prayer Points

• Health and wellbeing of Aboriginal people in remote communities – a sense of value, dignity 

and purpose. 

• For our ministry to continue building relationships that empower people to seek solutions to their 

needs and lead to spiritual connections with God through Jesus.

• Employment opportunities for Indigenous young people.

Majors Denis and Kathleen White have more than 30 years’ officership experience in Victoria, Papua New Guinea 
and South Australia. They are based in Adelaide, but journey regularly to ‘the Red Centre’ for their ministry to the 
people in the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara region. They also enjoy being close to three of their four adult 
children, and their grandchildren.
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Australian Leaders
PRAY FOR THE ELECTION

Imagine throwing a pebble into a tranquil pond. Can you picture the ripples spreading out across the 

pond in ever-widening circles?

That’s the picture that comes to mind when I hear Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8, ‘You will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ The disciples are called to 

spread the good news (in both words and actions) to those who are like themselves—their families and 

friends in Jerusalem. Then the ripple spreads wider and wider to Judea, to Samaria, even to the very 

ends of the earth. The word is shared to people as yet unknown, from different cultures; people they 

may not understand or even like.  

As we come to Election Day, we are called to use our vote to create ever-widening circles of 

compassion that ripple out beyond ourselves. We can choose to cast our vote for the political party 

that will benefit our own situation. Or we can cast our vote a little wider and think about the political 

party that will most benefit those who may not be like us. The refugee. The homeless. The unemployed. 

Which political party will best serve the marginalised? 

Casting your vote for the marginalised could be a profound and powerful act of worship.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;  

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all  

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

Acts 1:8

• How will you consider other people’s needs when you vote? 

• Is there something you can do as you cast your vote to remember that voting can be an 

act of worship?

Prayer Points 

• Give thanks that we live in a country where we can peacefully participate in democracy.

• Pray that Australian voters would be moved by compassion and justice, not fear and selfishness. 

• Pray that those elected will govern fairly and justly.

Claire Emerton is a Social Program Secretary within the Victoria State Social Command with responsibility for the 
regional areas in Victoria’s north and west. Claire enjoys long walks in the bush, candlelit dinners and cheering for 
her beloved Hawks AFL team.
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The Kingdom of God
THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND OTHERS

Too often we consider working with the poor an act of service, one in which we will in some way receive 

a holy pat on the back from God. The poor themselves are in many ways separate to us, as though we 

only need them as a way to prove our love and service to God. Too often we imagine that we ourselves 

are the ‘good news to the poor’, that we as the ‘privileged’ ones work to loose the chains of oppression 

and restore sight to the blind. I’m not sure that’s what Jesus meant.  

Jean Vanier, the Canadian philosopher, theologian and humanitarian, challenges us to consider the 

weak and poor in a new way when he states, ‘The poor are always prophetic. As true prophets, they 

reveal God’s design. That is why we should take time to listen to them. And that means staying near 

them, because they speak quietly and infrequently; they are afraid to speak out, they lack confidence in 

themselves because they have been broken and oppressed. But if we listen to them, they will bring us 

back to the things that are essential.’

Jesus befriended the poor, not out of pity but because they understood and lived his message—a 

message in which material goods held no connection to happiness and where one’s power came not 

from the world but from God. Genuine friendship with the poor helps me to remember that in the 

Kingdom of God we are valued not by what we have, or even by what we contribute, but because of who 

we are in God.  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,  

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

Galatians 5:22-23

• When was the last time you had a genuine conversation with someone the world would 

consider poor?

Prayer Points

• Pray that God would reveal to us any prejudice we have towards the poor. 

• Pray that we would create space to listen to people experiencing poverty.

• Pray for transformation in our hearts as this takes place.

Gen Peterson has spent most of her officership in marginalised communities, working with awesome young 
people who bring inspiration and revelation into her life. She has three young and exceptionally funny children and 
a supportive and equally funny husband. Her highest aspiration is to be like Jesus; living local, loving others and 
doing lots of ministry that involves food!
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Dreams and Visions
MONIQUE WINTER

I’m very thankful that I live in Australia because I know that our leaders/people in authority are always 

trying their hardest to meet our needs. On the other hand, I acknowledge that we are not perfect and 

we do have our faults. 

What I really would like to improve is to reduce the struggles and challenges of Australian kids. Outside 

of school, many kids burden themselves with the stress from their parents. They can also be victims 

of cyberbullying. At school they may feel the need to try to fit in with the ‘popular kids’ which may lead 

to peer pressure. Unrealistic expectations can also be placed upon kids my age, leaving them feeling 

anxious/worried. But the thing that is most common in schools is bullying and teasing.

Australian schools need to focus on teaching students how to react and control these things. If all 

these problems were dealt with, I believe that kids would find life a lot easier—more peaceful, enjoyable 

and fun! We can teach adults a lot, you know, like how to look at things from our perspective (1 Timothy 

4:12). If I could pinpoint things that I would like to be different/change in Australia they would be for 

everyone to accept each other as they are and look past appearances, and for everyone to be treated 

equally and share the same rights.

Although I have many favourite Bible verses, if I were to choose one it would be Philippians 4:6–7, which 

talks about not being anxious but instead give all your worries to God and his peace will deliver you. 

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example  

for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.

1 Timothy 4:12

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,  

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which  

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:6–7

• How can you create space in your week to listen to the voices of children in your community?

• How can you encourage a young person this week?



Prayer Points 

• Pray for the children of the community to want to learn about God.

• Pray that the kids of the Church will stand up for what they believe in and not be swayed 

by worldly actions.

My name is Monique and I’m 12 years old and live with my mum. I’m a junior soldier of the Noarlunga Corps (SA) 
and also attend SAGALA. I enjoy music, learning and spending time with friends and family. I’m currently in year 
7 and have been selected to be on the SRC executive (student representative council) at my school. I very much 
value my relationship with God and will be eternally grateful for everything he provides me with.
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Australian Leaders
OPINION MAKERS

The opinion-makers are influencers, the guides, and the conscience of our community. They are the 

journalists, columnists, radio hosts, late-night hosts, filmmakers and celebrities who are listened to 

when they talk. They are the shapers of contemporary culture. We don’t always agree with them, we 

don’t always like them, but their influence is undeniable. We Christians will often point to the media as a 

bad influence, blaming them for some great evil we see in the world. But as one online opinion-maker is 

fond of saying, ‘The truth resists simplicity’. So, how should we view the opinion-maker?

In the life of Jesus, he took several different approaches to those whose opinion shaped the 

community. With Nicodemus, Jesus was engaging, meeting with him to discuss his teachings. With 

Pilate, Jesus was cryptic and a bit unresponsive. With the Pharisees who challenged him, he called 

them hypocrites! So what is the touchstone? It seems to me that Jesus was respectful of those who 

wanted to understand, and spoke against those who wanted to promote themselves.

Even if you disagree with them, many opinion-makers are genuinely seeking to understand and help 

the community, while others are just seeking to promote themselves and their own agenda. The key 

for us is to seek God’s wisdom to know the difference and to pray that our opinion-makers will seek 

to understand, speak for justice and mercy in our community, and express the wisdom of God to the 

world. Whether they are aware of His hand or not.

Give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may lead this people,  

for who is able to govern this great people of yours?’

2 Chronicles 1:10

• Who are the opinion-makers that influence you?

• How can you seek to understand those you disagree with?

• How can add your voice (calmly) to the conversation?

Prayer Points

• Pray for the opinion-makers, as people with spiritual needs of their own.

• Pray they will seek wisdom for what they say.

• Pray that they will use their influence for justice and mercy in the community.

Dave Cairns is a filmmaker and avid lover of film, television and online content. He is currently the media producer 
for Salvo Studios, which produces media content for the Salvos in Australia.



Day 36
July 6th

Bright Spots – Corps
THE SALVATION ARMY AUBURN

Auburn is a thriving, active corps based in the western suburbs of Sydney. It is situated in the most 

multicultural area of Sydney, and its membership and activities that reach out into the community 

reflect this. 

 

A busy community centre is attached to the corps and hundreds of people visit it each week. A range 

of activities operate from this centre, including English-speaking classes, playgroup, dance classes for 

youth, homework club, a community cafe, cupcake ministry to local brothels, Doorways casework, no-

interest loans, Moneycare financial counselling, financial capability services, counselling, a family store 

and healing rooms. 

The corps is made up of people from a range of cultural backgrounds. It promotes itself as a 

‘house of prayer for all the nations’, and God has blessed us with a vast diversity of people from 

nations around the world. Many have sought refuge and asylum. The list of nationalities represented 

in our congregation continues to grow and reflects the diverse, multicultural community in which 

we are located. 

The corps is committed to prayer and it forms an important foundation for all we do. We believe in 

serving our community and urge every soldier and attender to be actively involved in our mission 

and activities. 

God has called the Auburn Corps to be a light in the local community which faces many challenges 

as one of Sydney’s lowest socio-economic areas. We seek to bring hope to individuals, many of whom 

have faced great trauma, and to transform our local community through prayer and positive action. 

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves,  

and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 

 then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 

2 Chronicles 7:14

• Where in your corps and community is God at work?

• How can your corps be a light in your local community?
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Prayer Points

• Pray that God will provide Auburn Corps with the people and financial resources it requires to 

really impact our community. 

• Pray for our vision to provide secure and affordable housing to people in our community who are 

homeless or living in very difficult conditions.

• Pray that the Corps will be creative and bold in its plans and strategies to help more people cross 

over from its community work to faith in Jesus. 

 salvos.org.au/auburn

Majors Paul and Robbin Moulds have served the poor and marginalised in inner city social appointments for the 
majority of their officership. Auburn is their first corps appointment together and they are loving the opportunity to 
serve and grow a Christ-centred faith community while serving the needs of the wider community in creative and 
relevant ways. We love spending time with our family, and our grandchildren bring us much joy.
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The Australian Context
FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

The Federal Government’s Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2015) defines family and 

domestic violence (FVD) as ‘intentional use of violence, threats, force or intimidation to control 

or manipulate a family member, partner, or former partner’. Almost two million Australians have 

experienced partner violence since the age of 15 years, and more than one million Australians have 

experienced physical or sexual violence from another family member (ABS).  ‘Male on female’ violence 

is the most recognised and visible framework, accounting statistically for the majority of recorded 

instances that manifest in humiliation; verbal, spiritual and psychological abuse; powerlessness; 

control; financial deprivation and poverty; sexual subjugation; injury and death. More than one 

Australian woman dies each week from FDV. Figures for male injuries and deaths from FDV (same sex) 

are largely uncounted. 

People experiencing FDV face abuse, isolation and a lack of appropriate means of support and housing. 

Children who witness/survive FDV have long-term issues to negotiate and their development is 

impacted by FDV. However, if Australia was free from FDV, we would have a more just and equitable 

society, without the gender-based and relational abuses of power.

Last year The Salvation Army Australia Southern Territory supported more than 6,814 distinct 

clients fleeing from or recovering from FDV. TSA delivers emergency refuge and medium-term 

accommodation, case management and outreach support, advocacy, counselling and therapeutic 

responses to women and their children.

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied:  

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

 and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.  

And the second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.  

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

Matthew 22:36–40

• How can you show love and respect in your relationships this week?

• Have you considered the varied ways—emotional, physical or economical—that abuse 

can manifest?
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Prayer Points

• Acknowledgement of those who die and suffer from FDV.

• Increased awareness, education and social change.

• Funding for early intervention and housing.

• Positive changes in, and implementation of, government policies regarding FDV.

• The practitioners who aid people exiting from FDV.

 www.1800respect.org.au

Carolyn is part of the Territorial Social Programmes and Policy team at THQ in Blackburn, where she is involved in 
a number of program areas. She is married, has two children and a pet dog, and is studying Project Management. 



Day 38
July 8th

Bright Spots – Social
THE SALVATION ARMY COMMUNITIES FOR CHILDREN LOGAN FACILITATING PARTNER 

Communities for Children are funded by the Federal Government Department of Social Services; there 
are 52 sites across Australia, with Logan being one of the largest. The program provides prevention and 
early intervention support for families with children 0–12 years across the entire Logan local government 
area and provides capacity building support to funded and non-funded community services.

Communities for Children is all about strengthening families and building community. The aim of the 
program is to engage with parents early to ensure they have the right supports in place to help them 
raise happy, healthy children who feel safe and connected in their community. The program utilises a 
community development framework and takes an ecological approach (Bronfenbrenner) to program 
design. We have also developed ‘The Family Place Approach’ Framework of Practice to guide our 
partners in best practice service delivery. TSA CfC helps families to break the cycle of disadvantage 
which contributes to a better Australia. 

The Salvation Army Mission states that we ‘Serve Suffering Humanity’ and that is what we do. We 
value and care for our children and the community and strive to provide the best quality, evidence-
based services available. Logan is a wonderfully diverse community with over 216 different cultures 
represented and a large population of first nation people. Along with the diversity come challenges. 
Data tells us that some families and particularly children in Logan are not doing so well and need 
additional support. The Federal and State Governments have invested heavily in Logan.

Let us work for the benefit of all, starting with the people closest to us in the community.
Galations 6:9b

• While in prayer seek God for understanding of the current gap in life outcomes for our first nation 
peoples in Australia and for wisdom for the Communities for Children Staff to respond to this gap 
with God’s wisdom.

• While in prayer ask God for a personal appreciation for the diversity of the Logan community and 
the need for  harmony and social cohesion.

Prayer Points
• Pray for the Logan community as a whole in all its diversity and for the rebuilding of ‘the village 

that raises a child’ to support the raising of strong and resilient children.
• Pray for our community partners and collaborative partners to build places of trust and support 

for children and families to find pathways to freedom (physically, emotionally and spiritually).
• Pray for the Communities for Children staff as they build partnerships in the community to 

support the wellbeing of children and families in Logan.

Debbie Miscamble is the Communities Program Manager for Communities for Children Logan. She leads a close-
knit, multidisciplinary team at CfC consisting of Uncle Barry Watson, Holly Rynsent, Charmaine Stubbs, Ashley 
Biermann and Elise Parker.
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Bright Spots – Program 
KIDS BRENGLE

Teaching on holiness forms part of the Junior Soldier promise (covenant) just as it does in every 
soldier’s covenant. Junior Soldiers promise that they will live a life that is “clean in thought, word and 
deed”. We really need to unpack that statement for kids—especially for older kids as they navigate the 
transition into high school. What does holiness really mean in practical terms? What does it look like for 
them make good choices more often? Kids Brengle was birthed out of a need to take kids deeper into 
their understanding of how the Holy Spirit can enable them to live the lives God intended them to live—
lives of holiness, not of guilt or shame.

Kids Brengle has five fun interactive teaching sessions. The way we teach kids is a mixture of games, 
worship, Bible and object lessons. The most impacting part of the teaching is small groups. The kids 
work in their small groups all weekend. Here they go deep into the teaching and share their struggles.

The sessions cover sin and forgiveness, the Trinity, the fruit of the spirit, the sinful nature and 
sanctification. Finally, we work on personal testimony. Samuel Logan Brengle, an early-day 
Salvation Army officer, specialised in holiness teaching. He was a big believer in sharing a personal, 
up-to-date testimony, and so we teach the kids the basics of how to develop that, as well as a 
personal devotional time.

In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver but also of wood and clay;  
some are for special purposes and some for common use. Those who cleanse  

themselves from the latter will be instruments for special purposes,  
made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work.

 2 Timothy 2:20-21

• What does holiness look like in your life?
• When you think about the children you influence, how does your life reflect holiness to them?

Prayer Points 
• Pray for the Junior Soldier in your faith community; pray that they would know that the Holy Spirit 

helps them to keep their Junior Soldier promise. 
• Pray that the children in your faith community would be challenged to consider going deeper in 

their faith. 
• Pray for kids in your communities who are experiencing brokenness. Pray that they would know 

that there is a God who loves them. 

 www.sarmy.org.au/en/Ministry/Children

The Territorial Children’s Ministries team works to resource corps as they journey alongside kids in the primary 
school space, helping them to discover the transformative power of Jesus.
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The Kingdom of God 
YOUR ROLE IN THE KINGDOM

A few years ago I decided to commence study in the field of International Development. As part of my 

course, I enrolled in a subject on sustainable development. Within 20 minutes of the first lecture I was 

completely overwhelmed; I was surrounded by economists, geologists and environmental experts, 

all of whom spoke in an arcane technical jargon that was, to me, a foreign language. I came from a 

psychology background—brains and behavioural studies were my specialty.

Thirty minutes later I had convinced myself that this subject was way over my head. I would have to 

leave the course and transfer into another. I spoke to the professor and explained that I came from 

psychology background and didn’t think I was suited for this subject. His response was surprising: 

“Brilliant! We need psychology in sustainable development!” I was a bit stunned, but what I learned as 

my course progressed is that my psychology background added a unique and desired perspective to 

the subject. Additionally, I already had skills and abilities that helped me get through this course, and I 

was able to develop these as I progressed through the subject. 

Our participation in the Kingdom of God is similar—we all have skills and abilities that God uses to 

usher in the Kingdom. We are all invited to participate in restoring his Kingdom, and we are equipped 

to do so. Sometimes trying to find how exactly we participate in the restoration of the Kingdom can be 

overwhelming, but Fabienne Fredrickson offers this advice: ‘The things you are passionate about are 

not random, they are your calling.’ We all have passions that God has placed on our heart, and skills that 

are used as we participate in the work of restoring the Kingdom. How will you join God? 

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant  

brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep,  

equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is  

pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Hebrews 13:20–21

 

• What are you passionate about? Have you considered how your passions may be used to reveals 

the Kingdom of God? 

• What skills, talents and qualifications do you have that can be used to usher in the Kingdom? 
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Prayer Points 

• Pray that individuals in The Salvation Army would recognise opportunities to bring the 

Kingdom of God.

• Pray that individuals would recognise opportunities to use their passions and skills, as they 

seek to bring the Kingdom of God. 

• Pray that God would strengthen your skills and gifts as you engage in the restoration of the 

Kingdom in your various communities. 

Amanda Merrett is a Salvationist from Melbourne. She works in the Australia Southern Territory’s mission 
resources department, serving as the ‘100 Days’ coordinator. Amanda is passionate about seeing young people 
and their communities reach their potential. She is an advocate of justice and believes that all people in The 
Salvation Army can be agents of change in their local communities.



Day 41
July 11th

Dreams and Visions
KRIS HALLIDAY

When Jesus taught his followers how to pray, in what we now know as The Lord’s Prayer, he gave us a 

beautifully powerful, simple prayer—a prayer of praise, of repentance but also a prayer that involves 

a call to action. I can’t help but reflect on ‘May your Kingdom come, may your will be done on Earth as 

it is in Heaven’ without hearing God inviting us into his work creating his Kingdom on Earth nor can I 

reflect on it without asking myself ‘What does that look like?’

I can’t help but see the potential we have in this great land, one of the most diverse and successfully 

multicultural on the planet and with the most remarkable history—surrounded by the world’s oldest 

surviving culture—to be the generation that actually does see God’s Kingdom values roll out.

It is possible. Imagine an Australia where we not only accepted but celebrated difference, seeing in each 

other the image of God. Dream for a moment about the pride we could take knowing that opportunity, 

health and education were no longer defined by postcodes. Consider the impact on life if we were a 

country where people were no longer ostracised, shamed or made to feel unwelcome, excluded and 

unable to fully participate in society because of their sexuality, their race, class or their gender.

May you discover more of your ability to join God in seeing his will done in your neighbourhood. 

May you explore how God can use you to bring his Kingdom here on Earth. 

May your Kingdom come, may your will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.

Matthew 6:10

• What is your heartbeat for Australia? 

• What are your passions and how can they contribute to the Kingdom of God? 

• What do you think Australia would look like if opportunities were not restricted by postcode? 

Prayer Points

• Pray that God will reveal to you the ways he is bringing his Kingdom to your communities. 

• Pray that God will reveal to you his heartbeat for Australia, and how he wants you to participate in it. 

Kris Halliday is a Salvation Army officer in Darwin where he and Lieutenant Simone Smalley are discovering where 
God is at work and seeking to take the Corps out to join him.
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Australian Leaders
AUSTRALIAN STATE AND TERRITORY LEADERS

Australia has three levels of government: local, state/territory and federal. Each level of government 

has its own duties, and raises money from citizens to perform its roles. 

The local government handles your grassroots stuff: it maintains your neighbourhood’s roads and 

parks, picks up your garbage and recyclable waste, scopes out the health and hygiene of restaurants 

and shops, registers your pets and administers halls, pools, libraries, some museums, etc.

Your federal government represents you internationally; it makes your laws, coordinates the nation’s 

defence forces, pays family support/pensions, runs passports, airports, immigration and customs, 

post and telecommunications, imports and exports, etc.

While responsibility for our country’s social safety net is shared across all three levels of government, 

the states and territories (the NT and the ACT) are responsible for much of the social infrastructure. 

The states and territories coordinate hospitals and medical services when you’re sick; they educate 

you and your children; they send police out to protect you, and put people behind bars when they have 

been found to have broken the law. They are supposed to stop pollution of water and the environment, 

coordinate transport, and oversee a long list of other functions including public works, primary 

industries, industrial relations, community services, sport and recreation, consumer affairs, etc.

The greatest challenge in governments’ balancing roles and responsibilities is funding programs, and 

avoiding passing the buck. The greatest opportunity for our state and territory governments is to 

do their utmost to enhance the lives of our children, our women and our men through wise policies, 

measured responses and efficient, accountable systems. 

People working in elected state and territory government positions have a wide number of duties and 

powers; it is incumbent upon them to do their best to ensure people are cared for and provided with 

the resources they need to lead their lives and contribute to society’s health and wellbeing.  

We assess state and territory politicians by the actions they take and the rhetoric they employ to 

account for their actions. It’s democracy in progress; it’s justice won or lost in people’s lives; it’s due 

process done or undone in people’s eyes.

“You shall appoint for yourself judges and officers in all your towns which the LORD your God is 

giving you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment. 

You shall not distort justice; you shall not be partial, and you shall not take a bribe, for a bribe 

blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the righteous. Justice, and only justice, you 

shall pursue, that you may live and possess the land which the LORD your God is giving you.

Deuteronomy 16:18-20
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• Are you aware of ‘who pays for what’, at the three tiers of government, in terms of the use of 

your taxes?

• Have you met the candidates who stand for state or territory election; have you examined their 

websites, read through their speeches, or looked them in the eye and asked them about their 

policies? 

• How can you make a difference—do you have time to volunteer to help others?

Prayer Points 

• Pray that the various levels of government will interact maturely and choose not to play the 

‘blame game’; that the use of funds will be wise and accounted for; and that elected leaders will 

eschew self-interest to pursue the public good.  

• Pray that our politicians would be aware of the support, the expectations and requirements of 

their constituents. 

Barry Gittins is a writer, a researcher and a member of the 100 Days team. He works for The Salvation Army, 
in the social programme department. Barry is married to Trudy; they have a daughter, Emily (12), a son, 
Benjamin (9), and various chooks and guinea pigs. 
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Bright Spots – Corps 
THE SALVATION ARMY CALOUNDRA CORPS

Caloundra is located at the southern end of the beautiful Sunshine Coast. As a beachside community 
Caloundra has fairly relaxed outlook and is an attractive place to live, and we see many people 
relocating here from around the nation. Caloundra Corps is a relatively young corps, moving into a 
permanent location less than four years ago. 

Our new facilities have allowed the introduction and development of many initiatives that reflect 
the heart of the corps which is to reach out to the community and meet people where they are. Our 
motivation is based on our understanding of Jesus and his heart and compassion for all people. 

We have partnerships with local schools that that allow our youth worker and social worker to help 
young people and families with school children to overcome barriers in their lives that prevent their 
children from realising their potential at school. 

Salvos Connect is open on Mondays and Thursdays and is open for all in our community to sit, relax 
and have a cuppa. On Tuesdays our street outreach team cooks and serves a meal at one of our family 
stores for those who are doing it tough. At both Salvos Connect and street outreach there is a real 
family feel and many faith stories have commenced and blossomed through conversations over food.

Our worshipping community has been blessed to experience and see people we have touched progress 
in their faith with a number joining us for worship on Sundays and exploring their faith in small groups. 

The love of Christ compels us.
2 Corinthians 5:14

• Where does your Corps have local partnerships in your community? How can you support that 
partnership this week? 

• Where can you see God working in your community? How can you participate? 

Prayer Points
• Pray that God would continue to send us people and that we would be responsive with the love 

of Jesus.
• Pray that we continue to see God’s action in the world.
• Pray that all people in our sphere of influence would take the next step in their faith journey.

 Caloundra Salvos

 salvos.org.au/caloundra

Paula and Stuart are the corps officers at Caloundra corps. Seeing the transforming power of God at work in the lives 
of people drives them in ministry. They enjoy travelling, eating good food and drinking good coffee with good friends. 
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The Australian Context
AUSTRALIA AS A GLOBAL NEIGHBOUR

Salvation Army International Development (SAID) works with the worldwide Salvation Army to combat 

poverty in all its forms. For some people, poverty takes the form of hunger or homelessness; for others 

it is disease or mental illness; for others poverty is forced labor, discrimination or systemic abuse.

Funds such as those donated by Salvationists through Self Denial, the Salvos Gift Catalogue and 

Sponsorship, or provided by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), allow SAID to work 

in partnership with the community to create holistic projects that target the root cause of poverty 

and foster sustainable change. Examples include a women’s self-help group in Pakistan that created 

a sustainable sewing class, which led to skill development, employment and self-esteem. A livelihood 

pig project in Kenya is another that provided food, skill development and an income to support a local 

school for disabled children. By assisting individuals to identify their strengths, regardless of what 

these may be, and understand that they can contribute and harness these for the benefit of their 

community, SAID is able to foster hope, building and sustaining self-worth and dignity.

In addition to projects, SAID also works with Salvation Army territories, with a focus on Africa, Asia and 

the Pacific, to build skills and capacity. Skills in the areas of child protection, community engagement, 

finance and report drafting have assisted our partners to work more collaboratively in their community 

and to a higher standard, while undertaking the work God has called them to do.   

In the end, SAID exists to empower vulnerable communities to prosper in their economic, social and 

spiritual lives, leading to a world restored by the love of Christ, living in dignity and filled with hope.

And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

Hebrews 13:16

• Who is my neighbour and what can I do to demonstrate God’s love for them?

• What is the place of the church in addressing today’s injustices and suffering?

• How would the world look if we all upheld the Micah 6:8 principles of justice and mercy?

Prayer Points

• That God uses SAID to see his vision for the world restored.

• Wisdom in decision-making.

• Passion and perseverance in completing work. 

• The plight of women in developing countries. 

• Basic rights for children. 

• Freedom from exploitation for the vulnerable. 

• Continued diligence, unity and perseverance; capacity to undertake the work with intelligence 

and wisdom.
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 salvos.org.au/said

 Salvation Army International Development AUE

The SAID office is comprised of seven direct and two allocated staff. These are three project coordinators, a 
project manager and 2-I-C, the administration and project support officer, and quality and Assurance Coordinator, 
all under the guidance of the SAID director. In addition, there is a dedicated accountant and sponsorship 
coordinator allocated through their respective finance and Communications and fundraising Departments.
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Bright Spots – Social
WESTCARE

The Salvation Army Westcare provides specialised services for babies, children, young people and their 

families across the Western suburbs of Melbourne. The services provided include “Out of Home Care 

services” such as foster care, residential care and lead tenants. It also includes support through case 

management, educational programs and transitional housing support. Westcare also continues to 

contribute to the sector through the provision of national accredited training.

To be able to provide the best possible support to the children who come into care, Westcare relies on 

their team of dedicated volunteers. In the last 12 months, Kerry Aquilina joined Westcare’s volunteer 

team after being inspired by her mother, who has been fostering vulnerable teens at Westcare for over 

30 years. In the past 12 months that Kerry has been fostering, she has been able to help an adolescent 

engage in school, recreational activities, and feel loved and supported by her own family. In Kerry’s own 

words, ‘it’s so rewarding to see their progress, their confidence, taking care of their appearance and 

becoming a part of your family.’

The Salvation Army Westcare operates out of two offices in Sunshine and Melton, and operates eight 

residential units across Melbourne’s Western suburbs. 

Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed.

Psalm 82:3

• Have you heard of foster care, residential care, or lead tenancy before?

• Have you considered how can you practically support families who are fostering children?

Prayer Points

• That Westcare can continue to provide support to our most vulnerable.

• That Westcare can continue to recruit and welcome more volunteers into our foster care and lead 

tenant programs.

• That the young people past and present will have the opportunity after leaving care to lead happy, 

positive and independent lives.

 www.westcarewecare.org.au

Peter Mulholland is the general manager at The Salvation Army Westcare. He has been working with Westcare 
for the last 18 years. 
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Bright Spots – Program 
NATSI

The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (NATSI) Reference group is a national body set up to:

• provide guidance to Salvation Army leadership in advancing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Peoples’ Ministry;

• make recommendations to Salvation Army leadership on matters that impact Australia’s 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people;

• assist The Salvation Army in actioning the National Policy Statement on Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Peoples’ Ministries.

Membership consists of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander representatives and people in 

appointments/roles of significance to issues affecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Meetings of the reference group are held three times a year in Sydney or Melbourne. Between meetings 

members communicate on issues of significance to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

and ministry. 

The reference group has established the following eight priority issues, around which their meetings 

and actions are based.

• The implementation of the National Policy Statement Minute, Aboriginal and  

Torres Strait Islander Peoples Ministry

• Reconciliation action plans

• Appointment procedures

• Developing cultural competence across The Salvation Army

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples leadership development

• Strengthening key areas of Salvation Army work with Aboriginal and  

Torres Strait Islander peoples 

• Advocacy and social policy relating to issues affecting Aboriginal and  

Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground  

outside your Father’s care. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  

So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.

Matthew 10:29–31

• Think of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples you come into contact with. How can 

you encourage them this week? 

• How can you contribute personally to bringing about reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-

Aboriginal peoples?
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Prayer Points

• Pray for all people who call this land home that we might remember to put first things first. Pray 

that we will understand the spiritual significance in acknowledging Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples as the original inhabitants and custodians of this land. 

• Pray for an end to the injustices faced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and for the 

will to do all we can to work towards this.

• Pray for the National Reference Group under the leadership of our chair, the much respected 

Uncle Vince Ross. Pray that we might help the wider Salvation Army to build better, more 

respectful, relationships with our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander sisters and brothers. 

This entry was written by a member of the 100 Days team.
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The Kingdom of God 
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE SALVATION ARMY IN BRINGING THE KINGDOM?

The Kingdom of God is a foundational concept for mission in The Salvation Army. Through images 

of the Kingdom, Jesus proclaimed a new vision of society where many existing values would be 

turned upside-down. In this Kingdom, people would be valued in a different way than they usually 

are—particularly those who are often forgotten or marginalised by current standards. The Kingdom 

symbolises a different way of measuring what should be valued in our lives. For those at the ‘bottom’ of 

society, the Kingdom provides hope that things will not always be as they are now.

Where tax systems favour the rich over the poor, the Kingdom challenges us to speak out against 

these systems. When companies profit from people with alcohol or gambling addictions, the Kingdom 

calls us to advocate for those who suffer. When government priorities ignore public housing, health or 

education, The Salvation Army, if it is to be true to the Kingdom, must be prepared to confront those 

in power.

Jesus’ message about the Kingdom was a vision of good news to the poor which was underpinned by 

the way he treated people who were marginalised and rejected by his society. That is to say, his life 

was consistent with his message; he practised what he preached. The Kingdom has direct implications 

for how we act in the world today. The Kingdom of God as a missional directive calls us to be active in 

social justice and to stand up and speak on behalf of those who are voiceless.

When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 

synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found 

the place where it was written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 

anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release 

to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he 

began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’

Luke 4:16-20

• How does Jesus’ call for God’s Kingdom to exist on Earth as it does in Heaven shape the way we 

live and our priorities for mission?

• How might the way we understand the social implications of building God’s Kingdom on Earth 

help us to reflect on Australian politics and key election issues?

• How could the notion of the Kingdom of God as an alternative social vision that brings justice and 

equality through grace challenge the ways we live?



Prayer Points 

• That we might think critically about the use of power and influence in our community, 

including our own, and be challenged to share it with those who have less.

• That The Salvation Army might be inspired and renewed by a radical vision of God’s Kingdom 

that calls each of us to contribute as builders and labourers.

• That we might truly see those who our society has left behind, that our hearts are opened to 

them and that we are moved to show genuine care and compassion.

 www.sarmy.org.au/vsppu

Jason is an officer with almost 20 years’ experience in Salvation Army social programs and a keen passion for 
social justice. He currently runs The Salvation Army’s social policy unit in Victoria, is married to Michelle and has 
two wonderful daughters.
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Dreams and Visions
ALAN STAINES

Australia is a lucky country where each individual has the freedom to live a life within the law as 

he or she chooses. Freedom of worship is one of the blessings of living in Australia. There are major 

difficulties for many individuals in the community to achieve their full potential. Homeless young 

people coming from dysfunctional families turn to drugs and/or are unemployed. Materialism is one 

of the main problems that have overtaken Australia. The gap between the haves and the have nots is 

getting greater; it seems that the poor are getting poorer and the rich are getting richer. Materialism 

and a desire for money and possessions, rather than spiritual or ethnic values, is predominant 

in Australia. 

I believe that The Salvation Army, as a Christian community, needs to reach out, providing 

unconditional love with a message of hope to the disadvantaged of society. The manifesto for every 

Salvationist should be, as declared by Jesus, ‘God’s Spirit is on me; he’s chosen me to preach the 

message of good news to the poor, sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and recovery of sight to 

the blind, to set the burdened and battered free, to announce, “This is God’s year to act!”’—Luke 4:18 

(The Message).

My prayer and passion in my service to the Lord and for The Salvation Army is to faithfully proclaim 

the Christian message of Hope and Salvation. To provide unconditional love with holistic, physical, 

emotional and spiritual support for the health and wellbeing of all Australians.

But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength.  

They shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary.  

They shall walk and not faint.

Isaiah 40:31

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge  

and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be  

pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness  

that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

Philippians 1:9

• What is your heartbeat for Australia? 

• What is your response as a Christian living in today’s society? 

• Are you prepared, God helping you, to take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, 

going to work and walking around life—and place it before God as an offering?
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Prayer Points

• The Salvation Army will meet the challenge of the hour in today’s society.

• That young people will continue to grow and mature in faith as they are engaged in showing 

people the love of God.

Alan Staines is an Envoy serving as a Salvation Army hospital chaplain. He is still actively involved in The Salvation 
Army Hope for Life Suicide Prevention & Bereavement Support Services. Alan is a soldier serving with his wife Lois 
at Sydney Congress Hall Corps. 
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Australian Leaders 
PRAY FOR YOUR COMMUNITY LEADERS

The Salvation Army is active in more than 300 communities throughout Australia. Through its various 

expressions of mission and social services, The Salvation Army is meeting the needs of thousands of 

people, transforming lives and neighbourhoods in the name of God. 

Our understanding of the term ‘neighbourhood’ has changed significantly over time, particularly in the 

ever-changing Australian social context. Simon Carey Holt offers some thoughts regarding Christians 

and their neighbourhood. 

“At the heart of the Christian story lie the two commands Jesus identifies as the essence of living, the 

heart of spirituality: ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all of your heart, soul, mind and strength;’ 

and ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ As I struggle with these two directives and how to make 

them alive in my everyday experience, there are some questions that beg for answers, questions 

like these: ‘What does it mean to love God where I live’ what does the command, ‘‘You shall love your 

neighbour as yourself’ mean for people who live next door? How do the realities of contemporary urban 

and suburban life impact upon my experience of faith and community? What has my spirituality got to 

do with the neighbour?” (Holt, pp. 13).

Connecting with our local leaders – for example, our mayors, our council representatives, our school 

principals, social workers, local business owners – and practically and prayerfully supporting them, is 

linked with living out our faith in our communities. When we seek God’s will for our physical neighbours 

and the community we share; when we are able to work alongside people who live and breathe healthy 

and thriving neighbourhoods, we are partnering with people who seek first the Kingdom of God in our 

neighbourhoods, even if they don’t realise it! 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all  

your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’  

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  

There is no commandment greater than these.”

Mark 12:30-31

• Do you know your physical neighbour? How can you demonstrate God’s love to them? 

• Who are the local leaders of your community and how can you support them in prayer today? 

How can you encourage them today?

• Where do you see God’s Kingdom breaking into your neighbourhood? 
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Prayer Points 

• Pray for those who have influence in your community; pray that God would continue to provide 

opportunities to partner with them to bring God’s Kingdom to your neighbourhood. 

• Pray that as you share in the restoration of God’s Kingdom in your neighbourhood, community 

leaders would become aware of God’s amazing love for them and their community. 

This entry was written by a member of the 100 Days team and references ‘God Next Door – Spirituality and 
Mission in the Neighbourhood’ by Simon Carey Holt.
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Bright Spots – Corps 
THE SALVATION ARMY WYNDHAM CITY

Wyndham City Corps is located in the heart of Werribee in the bustling western suburbs of Melbourne. 
It is a beacon of light in our city, where people can come and find safe refuge, a listening ear and 
people who care. The Corps runs many and varied ministry activities and groups for people of all ages 
throughout the week. Activities are run from the Corps and in local community places, such as the 
shopping plaza, railway station and local secondary college. 

The Corps is open to anyone and everyone! While with us, people can have a coffee at our cafe, access 
hot showers, wash their clothes, seek support through our Community Support Service and have a hot 
lunch (served three days a week). They can also find our Salvos on the ‘Move’ bus each Friday night 
at the Werribee Railway Station for a meal and support. Upon request, we also provide the Positive 
Lifestyle Program and run various work experience programs and projects, providing skills training in 
hospitality, sewing, garden maintenance, administration, cleaning and various building projects. 

Wyndham City Corps has a vision to see its city free from injustice, its people restored, healed, set free 
and connected through community in Jesus’ name! At Wyndham City Corps we are committed to our 
mission of proclaiming Christ, saving souls, becoming Christlike and equipped for service, and living a 
life of worship and fellowship that leads to a transformed community. 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me  
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners. 

Isaiah 61:1

• Think of all the program and activities your corps runs. Where can you see God at work?
• Is there a particular program your Corps runs that you can pray for this week?
• What would your community look like if it was free from injustice, its people restored and set free? 

Prayer Points 
• We pray that we would be obedient to the leading of the Holy Spirit in regard to our vision and 

mission in Wyndham City.
• We pray that God would lead us in finding new and relevant ways of reaching the people of our 

City with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
• We ask for God’s favour for our finances so that we can fulfil our vision for Corps Planting and 

extending and renovating our current building.

 www.salvationarmy.org.au/werribee

Kim and Steven are officers who are passionate about leading people to abundant life in Jesus Christ. 
They minister together with assistant corps officer Joel Clifford at Wyndham City Corps. Kim and Steven 
have been married for 25 years and have three children. Joel is married to Kate and they have one son.



The Australian Context
ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS

Australians who misuse alcohol and other drugs face stigma, isolation and a lack of services. They also 

face negative consequences to their social, financial, legal, career and family situations, as well as their 

physical and mental health status. They face a situation where demand for services outstrips supply, 

creating a significant barrier for people trying to engage with services. Families are negatively impacted 

in a number of ways, such as relationship and family breakdown, domestic violence, financial stress 

and social isolation.

The Salvation Army Recovery Services (Australia Eastern) provides a safe, high-quality and evidence-

based range of supports for people affected by their own or another’s use of alcohol, drugs or gambling 

to pursue holistic transformation for themselves and to improve the outcomes for individuals, families 

and communities.

Recovery Services incorporates:

• 8 therapeutic communities 

• 4 withdrawal management services

• 5 out-client/day program services

Over decades of practice, The Salvation Army has developed an evidence-based model for its 

residential recovery services, called the Bridge Program. This program is responsive to the latest 

treatment trends and evidence-based approaches in the field. 

‘Recovery’ in the Bridge Program is person-centred, purposeful and targets a participant’s emotional, 

mental, spiritual, physical and interpersonal growth. A holistic approach is taken in combination with a 

variety of program delivery methods to provide the best opportunity for participants to learn, to grow, 

to change and, ultimately, recover.

If Australia were free from the misuse of alcohol and other drugs, people would be free from their 

addictive behaviours. This would positively impact individuals, families and the Australian community. 

There would be a dramatic reduction in drug-related crime, alcohol-related violence (both in the home 

and in communities) and prison populations.

In short, Australia would be a much safer and harmonious community.

But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest 

on me.

 2 Corinthians 12: 9-10
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• How can we make our churches and communities a ‘place of welcome’ for people experiencing 

addiction?

• How can you break down some of the stigma that people experiencing addiction face? 

Prayer Points 

• That people will find their way to our services.

• That our staff will feel supported and cared for as they support and care for others.

• That people, families and communities may find freedom in Christ through linking with the 

recovery work of The Salvation Army.

 salvos.org.au/recovery

Gerard Byrne has been working in recovery services for 28 years. Based at Territorial Headquarters in Sydney, he 
is passionate about people finding Christ and ongoing recovery through him. Gerard is married with four children 
and enjoys his family, footy and motorbikes.
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Bright Spots – Social
SALVOS CONNECT – CALOUNDRA (SUNSHINE COAST)

Salvos Connect at Caloundra primarily exists to connect with the community in a relaxed and open 

environment and then to connect people to spaces that will assist them at their point of need. For 

many, this is as simple as a genuine conversation over a cuppa. For others it is about connecting them 

to services such as emergency relief, accommodation services or other supports in the community. 

The Salvos Connect site is open twice a week for three hours at a time and is based at Caloundra 

Corps. The team is coordinated by Steph Savage and is made up volunteers from the corps and the 

Caloundra community.

Salvos Connect is not program-focused. This is so that team members don’t spread themselves thin 

with too many activities. This has resulted in quality relationships being built and real transformation 

in people’s lives. A number of our community members have connected into other corps-based 

programs, including Sunday worship.  

The Salvos Connect team consciously places God at the centre of all it does. An integral component 

is devotional times where there is opportunity to share the word of God, share each other’s journey 

and pray together is. This time of sharing is spiritually nurturing for the team. For many, it has been 

transforming. It binds the team and brings into focus why we do what we do. 

Through God’s grace, Salvos Connect at Caloundra is experiencing a cycle of transformation, with 

some team members having been assisted by The Salvation Army at some point. This is more than just 

giving back; it’s a response to the grace of God that they have experienced through connection with 

Caloundra Salvos. In an amazing way these new disciples are making new disciples.

For the love of Christ compels us.

 2 Corinthians 5:14

• What can you do this week to connect with your community?

• What can you do this week to show God’s love in one of your relationships?
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Prayer Points

• That God would send us opportunities to do his work, and that our eyes and ears and hearts 

would be open to recognising those opportunities.  

• That we would see the people we come into contact with how Jesus sees them, not judging them 

but showing them love, acceptance and respect. 

• The people we come into contact with would either start or continue their journey towards 

freedom through Jesus.

Steph Savage is non-residential Salvation Army cadet and a soldier of Caloundra Corps on the Sunshine Coast. 
She is a paid community engagement worker at the corps. Her duties include overseeing Salvos Connect and 
other Community Engagement strategies. Her passion is to support and encourage people as they journey 
towards finding freedom through Jesus. She has two teenage girls and enjoys the relaxed lifestyle the Sunshine 
Coast offers.
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Bright Spots - Program
SOCIAL JUSTICE

The Salvation Army in Australia has two Social Justice departments that seek to work with corps 

officers, soldiers, adherents and friends to identify injustices, and engage in local and global responses. 

Through education, research and advocacy, both departments work alongside internal and external 

stakeholders to participate in the restoration of the Kingdom of God to situations that are overwhelmed 

by injustice. 

The Social Justice departments often work together to tackle current social justice issues. One 

example of this was their participation in Voices for Justice, a conference run by Micah Challenge 

Australia. Voices for Justice is an annual conference that provides an opportunity for Christians to 

advocate for those experiencing poverty, specifically with Australian politicians at Parliament House. 

Last year, nine Salvationists from Victoria, Tasmania, Queensland and New South Wales met with 

politicians and advocated for a reversal of Australia’s foreign aid budget and an increased emission 

reduction target—both of these requests seek to bring the Kingdom with our global neighbours. 

At the core of both Social Justice Departments is a desire to participate with God and reveal the ways 

in which the Kingdom is at work. Jesus spoke frequently about the Kingdom, and The Salvation Army 

is uniquely placed to respond to circumstances where injustice restricts the livelihood and dignity of 

individuals and communities. Each individual within The Salvation Army is uniquely gifted and called to 

respond to injustice and work with God to see the Kingdom restored.  

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you?

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

Micah 6:8

• How are you uniquely gifted and called to respond to injustices? 

• Who else in your community is responding to issues of injustice? How might you support them 

and partner with them to address local issues? 

• Take some time to consider your daily life. What are some changes you might make that 

incorporate a response to injustice?
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Prayer Points 

• Pray that God would reveal to Salvationists across Australia the injustices that break God’s heart. 

• Pray that Salvationists would be willing and ready to respond to injustices they see throughout 

Australia.

• Pray that Salvationists would be willing and ready to respond to injustice impacting the lives of 

our global neighbours. 

 salvosocialjustice.org

 www.justsalvos.com

This entry was written by a member of the 100 Days team. 
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The Kingdom of God 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND MISSION

If I could, I would sing the song, ‘We Have Caught the Vision Splendid’ (Song  938 in the new songbook) by 

Doris Rendell every week in Sunday worship. This song challenges us to see the world as it should be and 

to commit to making it a reality. This is a great shorthand way of understanding the Kingdom of God. 

Michael Frost suggests we think of the world to come—when the world is regenerated as it was 

intended to be—and then think of that as the biggest blockbuster movie of all time. Our lives, both 

collectively and individually, are to be like a preview of that upcoming feature film.  

The church is to be like a trailer for the New Jerusalem, a taster, with all the best bits on full display. 

If we conclude that the world to come will be a place of complete and perfect justice it follows 

that the mission of the church is to create foretastes of the justice that is to come. Likewise if we 

believe that the world to come is a place of love and mercy, we are to be a trailer of that love and 

mercy, a free sample for those looking to buy into the whole thing. Read the Scriptures and compile 

a picture of the world to come—justice love, peace, reconciliation—and then go forth to fashion 

foretastes of that world. (Frost, Road to Missional, 29)

We are invited to pray ‘Thy kingdom come’ with our eyes and hearts open to how we might be part of 

the answer to that prayer. We might pray ‘Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in my community as it is 

in heaven’. 

After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and people and 

language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. 

Revelation 7:9

They will never again be hungry or thirsty; they will never be scorched by the heat of the sun. For 

the Lamb on the throne will be their Shepherd. He will lead them to springs of life-giving water. 

And God will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Revelation 7:16–17

• In Revelation 7 we are told that the world which is to be has no more tears. What causes tears in 

your community? Where is the pain in the lives of people you come across?

• Now, what could you do personally or collectively to dry those tears? Think of both acts of mercy 

and kindness as well as advocacy and social reform. 
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Prayer Points 

•  Pray The Lord’s Prayer but insert your context in the prayer…  

Thy Kingdom come in [add your suburb, address, corps or centre here]  

Thy will be done in [add your suburb, address, corps or centre here] as it is in heaven. 

Reggie McNeal, missional thinker, teacher and practioner, has just published a book called ‘Kingdom 

Come’. Read some of his key ideas at his website:

 www.reggiemcneal.org

Lyn Edge is one of the corps officers at Sydney Congress Hall. She has taught mission at Booth College Sydney for 
the past 12 years and is passionate about mission being an all-of-life activity for followers of Jesus. She has been 
an officer in Sydney and Paris and realises how amazing those opportunities have been. 



Day 55
July 25th

Dreams and Visions 
BRAD WHITTLE

My heartbeat for Australia is that we would be a country not dominated by fear but ruled by faith. A 

people united by compassion, not competition. A country where we can be free from the shame and 

sins of our collective past and look forward to and invest in a better future together. Where we resist 

the illusion of perpetual economic growth and prosperity being the answer to all of life’s ills. Where we 

become good stewards of all that God has given us and live more humbly and simply within our means. 

A nation less influenced by media discourse and more compelled by God’s love. That we might be 

known as the lucky country, whose overwhelming impulse is to share with all, not selectively deny the 

blessings of abundance to those who need it most. A country that displays justice and mercy—a nation 

of wisdom that cares more for the sustainability of our natural world than constructing economic 

kingdoms. Where we embrace the clean-energy potential of our country (solar/wind/hydro etc.) and 

have the courage and boldness to pursue this for the long-term future of our world. A country where 

we are not only free in basic civil liberties but also free from the man-made prisons we construct. My 

heartbeat for Australia is a country where we are truly free to love and serve each other. 

For you were called to live in freedom. Not so you could fulfil your selfish desires but called to 

live in freedom to serve one another in love.

 paraphrase of Galatians 5:13

• What is your heartbeat for Australia? 

• What are your passions and how can they contribute to the Kingdom of God? 

• What is God saying to you about the Kingdom of God in Australia?

Prayer Points

• Prayer for mercy and compassion.

• Prayer for the assurance of hope that is ours through Jesus Christ.

• That we might continue to fight for what is right and never tire of doing good.

• That we might see the infinite beauty of God revealed in our world, and in one another.

• That our political leaders might know God’s compassion and wisdom.

Brad Whittle is an officer who serves in Queensland’s northwest outback. He is privileged to be part of local 
ministries and services where people find freedom from addictions, and freedom from homelessness. He also 
facilitates corps-based ministries to families and youth. Brad loves music, all sports (except perhaps synchronised 
swimming and the fancy horse dressage stuff!), and talking in the third person. He is married to Helen and they 
are full-time foster carers for two children. They also have a cat (which Brad, mirroring the cat’s attitude, is fairly 
ambivalent towards) and two guinea pigs. 
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Australian Leaders 
PRAY FOR OUR YOUNG LEADERS

I remember sitting around a dinner table, sharing life stories with a group of other young leaders from 

around Australia. The underlying theme was leadership. Each one of us expressed that the moment we 

first engaged in mission—joining in God’s greater purpose for our lives and losing ourselves for his sake 

and the sake of the Gospel—was the moment we took our first steps towards leadership. We agreed 

that our leadership journey truly started when we put aside our personal ambitions and became a 

vessel for him to use. 

 

I never set out to be a leader—and still don’t feel sure I’ve got a complete handle on what that even means—

but my leadership journey started when I felt a Spirit-driven thirst for redemption and freedom, for hope 

and love to touch the lives of people and communities I really cared about. This compelled me to act!  

I feel that being a leader is being in between where God is and where he’s calling and leading me to be. I 

want to help others in their spiritual leadership journey, encourage and invite them to head in the same 

direction as I feel God calling me—drawing the curtain back a little farther so they can see its sunrise! 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 

loses their life for me will find it.

Matthew 16: 24 -25

• Who are some young leaders in your workplace, school or faith community? How can you 

encourage them today?

• How can you pass on the passion for a greater calling to others in a way that empowers them to 

become leaders, too?  

Prayer Points

• Pray for young leaders around the country who strive to see God’s Kingdom flourishing in their 

areas of influence; pray that they would hear the voice of God and act in obedience. 

• Pray for young leaders who are actively serving in the church. Pray that they would continue to be 

provided with opportunities to serve and grow. 

 www.surrender.org.au

Sam is 27 years old and is the National Director of SURRENDER Australia. SURRENDER’s primary purpose is to 
motivate emerging generations across the wider church to move from interest to action by becoming personally 
involved in expressions of Christ’s call to the least, the last and the lost. Sam is married to Cherie and together 
they have a beautiful six-month-old son, Archer.
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Bright Spots - Corps
THE SALVATION ARMY – KALGOORLIE

The Salvation Army Kalgoorlie-Boulder Church and Mission Centre is located in the rural city of 

Kalgoorlie-Boulder in the Goldfields region of Western Australia. Roughly 600km north-east of Perth, 

the region is on the edge of the Great Victoria Desert.  Its soils are filled with gold and nickel and people 

come near and far to try their luck at finding the illusive golden nugget. 

Over the past 130 years, The Salvation Army has being working hard in this indigenous-rich community 

by providing practical, emotional and spiritual assistance. 

With strong emphasis on being “a church that brings HOPE to those in need”, we strive to help people 

holistically as they journey towards Jesus. Our church network is designed to help people flow from 

one service to the next, ending in the vibrant yet relaxed church service each Sunday. 

Our network consists of a single men’s shelter, two thrift stores, a family crisis unit and various 

practical support services that provide assistance with food, clothing and finances (Doorways). There 

are also many church programs, including weekly men’s lunches, youth group, weekly community 

lunch, junior soldiers, music groups (Mainly Music) and discipleship groups. Not to mention our 

Sunday worship services, including our thriving Littlies Church.  

Kalgoorlie-Boulder is a very transient city. So there are many people all over Australia, and indeed the 

world, who have been helped by our services. We are having a worldwide impact for God, and we praise 

God because he is doing a great work and we are seeing many come to faith in Jesus. 

So the poor have hope, and injustice shuts its mouth.

Job 5:16

• Where in your corps and community is God at work?

• How can you bring hope to someone in your community this week?

Prayer Points 

• That we continue to have impact for God in people’s lives.

• For skilled workers and helpers to join the fight to win the world for Jesus.

• More avenues of ministry may open for us to explore. 
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 www.salvationarmy.org.au/kalgoorlie-boulder

 The Salvation Army Kalgoorlie Boulder

Lieutenants Mark and Zoe Schatz are the Corps Officers at Kalgoorlie-Boulder. They have ministered with a 
team of people and many volunteers in the region for the past 4½ years. Mark and Zoe are married with two 
children, Jacob and Rachel, and love living the country life in the Goldfields of Western Australia.
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The Australian Context
COMMUNITIES OF POVERTY AND DISADVANTAGE

Australia, ‘The Lucky Country’, is often portrayed as a country with pristine beaches, glorious red 

outback landscapes, thriving cities with easygoing and friendly people. It is not often considered a 

country where people struggle to make ends meet. However, research indicates that more Australians 

are enduring ongoing destitution and disadvantage. According to a report by the Organisation for the 

Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD), 10% of Australians reported that they were unable 

to afford to buy enough food. The work of The Salvation Army across Australia reveals similar results. 

Each year, The Salvation Army surveys its clients regarding their experiences of poverty and publishes 

the results in the Economic and Social Impact Survey (ESIS). 

Key findings from ESIS 2016 demonstrated that:

• 85% indicated that they were receiving income support payments

• 89% reported not having access to up to $500 savings if they experienced an emergency

• 66% went without basic necessities

• 52% went without meals due to financial hardship

• 53% delayed payment of utility bills.

This is the context in which The Salvation Army Australia operates. The good news, however, is that 

when we are able to provide someone with food, when we are able to assist a person with their financial 

hardship, when we are able to provide companionship, when we are able to assist in the restoration of a 

person’s dignity, we participate in bringing the Kingdom of God to earth. 

The Salvation Army is uniquely positioned to engage in ushering in The Kingdom of God to 

communities experiencing poverty and disadvantage, and we see our services and churches 

responding to this need daily. 

Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed.  

Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow. 

Isaiah 1:17

• Reflect on a time when you experienced financial uncertainty. 

• Where do you see people experiencing poverty and disadvantage in your local community? 

Ask that God would reveal those who are experiencing poverty and disadvantage in your 

neighbourhood.
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Prayer Points 

• Pray for families and individuals who struggle to make ends meet. Pray that our services would 

be able to meet their needs adequately. 

• Pray that our churches and services would be a place of comfort and welcome for people 

experiencing poverty and disadvantage.

• Pray for our churches and services, staff and volunteers who serve communities of poverty and 

disadvantage.

To read the latest ESIS report, follow this link. 

  salvos.org.au/esis2016

This article was written by a 100 Days team member. It draws on information from The Salvation Army ESIS 2016 
Report, and the OECD Society at a Glance 2014 report. 
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Bright Spots – Social 
PINDARI SERVICES

Pindari, situated at Spring Hill, is part of the larger Accommodation and Housing Services network 

for The Salvation Army. It is staffed by a team of case managers and a leadership team who focus on 

accommodation, transformation and connection alongside people.

Pindari Services operates under a framework that is transformational in nature and underpins an 

individual’s personal journey of recovery. Our case management team provides negotiated and flexible 

service delivery, understanding that responses are different for each and every person, providing 

more personal direction and believing that, when explored, each person knows what best works for 

them. Case plans that centre on housing goals and personal plans that identify hopes and dreams are 

developed for each individual, focusing on the person’s natural abilities and strengths. 

From initial contact, our dedicated triage and assessment team undertakes all assessments and 

referrals, looking for opportunities for alternatives to crisis accommodation. This intentional approach 

has resulted in individuals not only sourcing accommodation within social housing but the private 

sector as well, thus limiting their experiences of homelessness and preventing the need to enter 

the sector. Upon service intake and orientation, case management focuses on obtaining secure and 

stable housing for each person whilst also providing ongoing case management directed towards the 

presenting barriers to sustaining housing. Further support is provided through after-care via regular 

telephone contact and outreach support for as long as a person requires it. Current success rates for 

people transitioning from Pindari to secure and sustainable housing within the community sit at 75%. 

For Christ’s love compels us. 

2 Corinthians 5:14

• If we use terms like client, homeless person, vagrant, rough sleeper, druggie or alcoholic, what 

comes to mind? Does this position our response, our love, our expression of Christ?

• If we utilise terms such as: engagement alongside people, people experiencing housing stress, 

people can as opposed to people can’t, what comes to mind? Following Christ’s lead in seeing the 

person first, offering/challenging change and holding hope!

Prayer Points

• Expressions of hope in all situations. Pray that we can at all times hold the hope for people but 

also share that hope.

• Continued development of our resilience and independence model of accommodation providing 

opportunity, encouragement and challenge to flourish in life.

• Continued growth of our Faith Based Community connections.
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 my.salvos.org.au/news/2016/03/17/pindari-miracle-gives-tariq-direction-in-life

Chris Deighton and Anne Wilson have both been in the human services sector for more than 10 years. Both 
have a passion to see people flourish in life, living to their full potential in the community of their choice, despite 
the presence of adversity. Both Chris and Anne have a focus on their individual families, believing that community 
starts at home.
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Bright Spots – Program 
RSKC—RED SHIELD KIDS CAMPS

Red Shield Kids Camps are camps for primary school aged children who come from families who do 

not have the means to give them a holiday.

There are two week-long camps held each year, in January and April. The camps are held at The 

Collaroy Centre and are staffed by volunteers who are passionate about seeing the kids come to know 

Christ in a real way. The week consists of a daily Gospel presentation and beach days.

The kids visit the Sydney Aquarium, walk across Sydney Harbour Bridge and spend a day at Taronga 

Zoo and Wet’n’Wild. The camps are fully funded by the Red Shield Appeal and see up to 300 kids each 

year experience a great time away from their difficult home environments.

Running these camps takes a committed team of people who give up their time to be leaders. For every 

group of up to 12 kids two group leaders are needed, plus a team of support leaders to assist. There is 

a camp director for each camp, supported by the Gospel presentation leader, rec staff leaders and the 

practical leaders who do the washing for the kids and attend to any practical needs.

Camps have seen young lives changed and children go back to their homes as different people with the 

love of God in their hearts.

The challenge of these camps is having the people in the children’s local areas who are passionate and 

willing to follow up with them after camp and mentor them in their new walk with Christ.

There are five key Bible verses the kids learn at camp:

Why am I special? Because God made me. - Isaiah 44:2

Who does God love? God loves me! - Romans 8:39

What does sin do? Sin makes us far from God. - Romans 6:23

What did Jesus do? Jesus came to make us God’s friend. - John 3:16

Imitate Christ. - James 4:8

• How can you support disadvantaged children in your community?

• When you think of the children you have influence over, how do you show them the love of Christ? 
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Prayer Points

• Pray for willing leaders to volunteer their time to be a part of camp.

• Pray for local corps to send kids to camp.

• Pray for follow-up of kids after camp.

Sherrie Cocking is the mission executive at The Collaroy Centre where she has served for 22 years. She is 
involved in SAGALA and Primary at Dee Why and Sydney Congress Hall Corps in Sydney. Her passion is seeing the 
disadvantaged have the opportunity to have fun through camps and, more importantly, to hear about the great 
God that we serve.
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The Kingdom of God 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND YOUR COMMUNITY

For the last year I have lived in Christian community with 25 young adults as a member of The Salvation 

Army’s Revolution Hawaii Program (RevHi). Our team is together every day, spending time in the Word, 

praying, and serving in the community. Through sharing so much time together we have learnt what it 

means to truly ‘share each other’s burdens’ and ‘rejoice with those who rejoice, mourn with those who 

mourn’. We have shared countless jokes, rejoiced over new believers, wept for lost family members, and 

prayed for healing over each other. We have opened up in every part of our lives, and learnt to love each 

other through all the ups and downs of life.

My time at RevHi has shown me that we are far more effective at bringing the Kingdom of God to 

others if we are truly experiencing it in our community of believers. When we feel loved, supported, and 

encouraged by our fellow Christians, we are more equipped to enter the battlefield with confidence 

and enthusiasm. When Jesus sent out his followers to preach the Good News, he sent them in pairs 

(Mark 6:7)—showing that the Kingdom of God is not something to be experienced alone! We are to 

share everything from our victories to our struggles with our community of believers. This way, we can 

prayerfully support and encourage each other as we fight the good fight and share the love of Jesus 

with a broken world. 

Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ. 

Galatians 6:2 NLT

Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. 

Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. 

Romans 12:15–16 NIV

• How do you show love and support to your community of believers?

• How do you reach out to members of your corps during the week to encourage, support and 

share each other’s burdens?

Prayer points

• Pray for opportunities to encourage and support those in your corps during the week.

• Pray for a humble heart, willing to serve and associate with ‘the lost, the last and the least’ in your 

community.

• Pray for harmony, peace and genuine love for your corps.
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 Revolutionhawaii.com

After graduating from university, Stacey Golding moved from Perth to Hawaii to participate in The Salvation 
Army’s ‘Revolution Hawaii’ program. She has spent the last year journeying alongside those on the fringes of 
society, working extensively with homeless communities in Waianae.


