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Let Them
By Maree Southall (Inspired by Mark 10:13-16)

Let them come as they are 
- full of energy, wonder, and questions.
Let them run, laugh, and forget to use their inside voices. 
Joy doesn't need to be quiet to be holy.

Let their laughter echo in sacred spaces, their curious voices rise without shushing. 
Joy has a sound, and it belongs in the presence of Jesus.
Sticky fingers, scattered toys, crumpled papers - they're signs of life, of learning, of hearts and minds at work. Jesus never required perfection to give His blessing.

Let them interrupt with curious thoughts and bold questions. Hard questions, simple questions, questions without easy answers.
Faith isn't fragile - grows in the fertile soil of wonder, and Jesus welcomes every inquiry with patience and love.

Let them make mistakes, spill things, and get it wrong sometimes.
Grace is big enough for all of that.
Let them show up late, tired, or distracted. Jesus never turns anyone away.
Grace isn't bound by schedules. The door to Jesus is never closed, no matter how many stops and starts it takes to get there.

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them."
May we be people who clear the way, not create barriers—welcoming the noise, the mess, the questions, and the beautiful chaos of life as it draws near to Him.
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