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‘Let Them’ Reflection for Leaders
This reflection for leaders accompanies the Let Them animation. We encourage corps leaders to read it prayerfully together in a leadership meeting or use it in their personal prayer time.
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Make Room
There is a quiet moment in the Gospel of Mark[footnoteRef:1] where common assumptions are gently turned upside down. Children are brought to Jesus. Not the impressive, not the influential, not the ones with status or voice... just children. And somehow, even with the best intentions, the adults around Jesus begin to create barriers. [1:  Mark 10:13-16] 

They rebuke.
They manage.
They control the space.
And Jesus responds with unmistakable clarity: “Let the little children come to me… do not hinder them.”[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Mark 10:14 (NIV)] 
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A Question for Us
Where – without even realising it – might we be doing the same? Not out of harm. Not out of rejection. But out of habit, structure or preference.
Do our spaces make room for children… or simply make space around them?
Do our gatherings welcome their presence… or quietly expect their silence?
Do our communities embrace their questions, their energy, their interruptions… or unintentionally signal that they belong somewhere else?
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Children Are Not Distractions
Children are not interruptions to ‘real’ ministry. They are not a ‘future’ church waiting their turn. They are here now, image bearers of God, carriers of wonder, teachers of humility and, as Jesus reminds us, examples of the kingdom itself.
When a child laughs loudly in a quiet room, when they ask a question that doesn’t fit the moment, when they move, fidget, whisper or wonder, these are not disruptions to be managed.
They are invitations.
To slow down.
To soften.
To notice.
To become the kind of people who don’t just tolerate children, but who make room for them.
Room in our:
· church services, where presence matters more than polish
· conversations, where young voices are heard, not dismissed
· leadership, where children are seen, known and valued
· expectations, where grace is greater than inconvenience
Making room can look like: choosing welcome over perfection, valuing presence over quietness, smiling instead of shushing, seeing a child not as a distraction but as a person Jesus deeply loves. It looks like adjusting our pace, our preferences, and sometimes our comfort, so that a child can belong.
[bookmark: _Int_RKwnrDR0]For some children, the way they are received in our spaces will shape the way they understand God. Will they experience him as distant or near? Demanding or kind? Unreachable or welcoming? Often, the answer begins with us.
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A Gentle Challenge
What would it look like for us, as a community, to take Jesus’ words seriously? Not just to agree with them, but to live them? To become a church where children are not on the edges… but are fully part of the life, the joy and the worship of the community? 
Are you willing to make room?
Room for laughter.                                                                                    
Room for big feelings.
Room for patience.
Room for belonging.
Room for Jesus to move.
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A Prayer
Jesus,
Teach us to see children the way you do.
Where we have made spaces too rigid, soften us.
Where we have valued order over people, realign us.
Where we have unintentionally created barriers, forgive us.
Help us to become a community that reflects your heart – open, welcoming and full of grace.
Show us how to make room... not just in theory, but in every space we create.
Amen.
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