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How to Use This Outline

The emphasis of this outline is on the exegetical material for the chosen passage. The emphasis of this sermon is on the following issues:
· The Lord is my Shepherd – Jesus as the Good Shepherd
· Green Pastures – Jesus restores us
· Fear No Evil – Jesus guides us and corrects us
· Anointing with Oil – Jesus gives us hospitality
The outline will need to be customised and contextualised by each Corps Officer for the congregation to whom the sermon will be preached:
· Adding appropriate illustrations that will connect with the specific congregation

· Modifying language to be appropriate to the socio-cultural setting of the Corps
· Modifying sermon style if you prefer a topical rather than expository sermon style

· You may also wish to make the application more specific to your context.

PowerPoint slides have been provided for the following:

1. Title Slide – Introducing the Sermon
2. Scripture Slide – Psalm 23 (whole passage)

3. Scripture Slide – Psalm 23:1; John 10:11 (highlight verse)

4. Scripture Slide – Psalm 23:2-3a (highlight verse)

5. Scripture Slide – Psalm 23:4 (highlight verse)

6. Scripture Slide – Psalm 23:5; Luke 10:34 (highlight verse)

7. Blank Slide – which you can customise if you wish
Scripture
All scripture quotes are from the New International Version, unless otherwise stated.

Primary Passage – Psalm 23
1The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 

2He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 

3he restores my soul. 

He guides me in paths of righteousness 

for his name’s sake. 

4Even though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, 

they comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies. 

You anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

6Surely goodness and love will follow me 

all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

forever. 
Additional Passage – John 10:11-13
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.





Additional Passage – Luke 10:25-37 

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

27 He answered: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
Sermon Outline 
Introduction 
1. Read Psalm 23


2. Psalm 23 is often used at funerals to comfort mourning families. However it is really a Psalm that talks about life, rather than death. It paints the picture of God as one who cares for his people.  “It speaks of God’s love and faithfulness in every circumstance of life, both now and in the future”
.
The Lord is My Shepherd (Psalm 23:1, John 10:11)

1. “In the ancient Middle East sheep were precious symbols of wealth. Their wool provided yarn for clothing; their bodies were preferred for sacrifice. Yet sheep are dependent creatures who must be guided to food and water and protected from wild animals”


2. “The Middle Eastern shepherd loved his sheep, gave each one a name, and cared for each one tenderly. Many a shepherd interposed himself between wild beasts and his sheep, and at night the shepherd lay down and slept in the single doorway to his sheepfold. Any enemy would have to pass him to attack his flock”


3. The Old Testament uses the image of the shepherd as a metaphor for leadership. “The prophecy of the coming Messiah incorporated the same (Isa. 40:11), and Jesus identified Himself as that expected ‘Good Shepherd’ (John 10:11). He is also called the ‘Great Shepherd’ (Heb. 13:20) and ‘the Chief Shepherd’ (1 Peter 5:4).”
 So when we read Psalm 23, we are reading a messianic prophecy about Jesus. Jesus is the shepherd who tenderly cares for us. So what does it mean to be “shepherded” by Jesus? 
Green Pastures (Psalm 23:2-3)

1. Jesus’ care for us, as our Good Shepherd includes restoration. Verses 2-3 have three parallel thoughts
: green pastures (v2), still waters (v2) and the restoration of our souls (v3). 

a. Green Pastures – the image of green pastures is of new tender green grass and vegetation
. The word for pasture comes from a root word which means “at home, pleasant, beautiful”, giving the idea of a “pleasant place”



b. Still Waters – the Hebrew word translated here as “still” more literally means “resting place, i.e., a place where repose and rest from tiredness”
. 

c. Grass and Water – Two basic necessities of life for sheep, food and drink.


2. Restore My Soul – the word translated here as “soul” more literally means “a breathing creature” 
, and can be understood as “life”
. This is significant in that Jesus’ care for us is not only spiritual but also in our day-to-day physical needs. This phrase summarises and is illustrated by the former two lines. The restoration of our souls is through rest in a pleasant resting place (green pastures, still waters), and through sustenance of both food and drink (grass, water). 

3. Jesus later talked about the rest we could find in Him, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest
. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-29 NIV). The rest that Jesus gives frees us from the burden of trying to make ourselves right with God by obeying the law. It is receiving this grace that restores our soul, our entire life.

Fear No Evil (Psalm 23:4)

1. There are many things worthy of fear in this world: murder, rape, war, starvation, invasion, climate change, child abuse etc. In this psalm, the phrase “the valley of the shadow of death” encapsulates all those things in this world that are worthy of deep fear. It means a “deep darkness” and has a sense about it of the darkness that comes from rebellion against God, “it is the strongest word in Hebrew for darkness”
. 

2. God knows that we will face many great evils in our lives. This Psalm says though, that we need not fear, because Jesus is with us. The Psalmist records how the Lord’s rod and staff comfort him in those situations. The terms rod and staff are synonymous and testify to the Lord’s direction and correction of the sheep. 
a. Rod – “is used metaphorically of the Lord’s protection of his servant as he walks in paths of righteousness”
. It has the sense of correction and alludes to being ‘guided in paths of righteousness’ (v3).
b. Staff – a “stick branch of a tree, with many uses, including herding, punishing by striking”
.

3. Jesus cares for us while we walk through all the difficulties of life. Sometimes we can clearly see that we are in the valley of the shadow of death. Other times we may be unaware. However, Jesus as our shepherd cares for us by leading us through the valley of the shadow of death, along the paths of righteousness. Jesus cares for people, by keeping them on the right track!
Anointing with Oil (Psalm 23:5, Luke 10:34)

1. In this verse, we have three parallel ideas that point to Jesus as our gracious host, and we his “guests”. Firstly, He prepares a table for us, and this is done in the presence of our enemies (this would seem to be parallel also to the thought of walking paths of righteousness, in the valley of the shadow of death).


2. Similarly, anointing was something that you did for your guests. It was a “ceremony of preparation for a feast”
. The rituals of hospitality in the Ancient Near East were a very important part of their culture. It was shocking for a host not to provide such a welcome to their guests (Luke 7:44-46). “the Psalmist represents himself as an honored guest of the LORD, who prepares a table for him, hospitably anoints him, and pours out for him such an abundance that his cup overflows”
. 

3. Finally “In view of the table and the oil David knew that his lot in life (his cup) was abundant blessing from the Lord”
. He goes on to say in verse 6, “Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever”.

4. There is a similar image in the story of the Good Samaritan, “He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him” (Luke 10:34). This broadens the image from Psalm 23 to show that Jesus’ hospitality extends even to those who should be his enemies. The shocking element in the parable of the Good Samaritan is that there was deep enmity between Jews and Samaritans. And yet, the Samaritan showed the Jewish man who had been beaten up the same kind of care and hospitality that is described in Psalm 23:
a. “You prepare a table before me” (Ps 23:5) -> “took him to an inn and took care of him” (Lk 10:34)
b. “You anoint my head with oil” (Ps 23:5) -> “pouring on oil and wine” (Lk 10:34)

Conclusion
1. We all need to be cared for. Many people feel unloved, and uncared for. The good news is that Jesus Christ is our Shepherd:

a. He restores us - Jesus’ care for us is not only spiritual but also in our day-to-day physical needs.

b. He guides us through the darkness - Jesus guides us through all the difficulties of life, keeping us on the right track!

c. He lavishes us with divine hospitality – Jesus treats us as his honoured guests, pouring out blessing after blessing upon us.


2. This poem in Psalm 23 paints a vivid picture of the way Jesus tenderly cares for us. This care is available to everyone. Even to the “black sheep”, those who do not feel worthy.
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