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How to Use This Outline

The emphasis of this outline is on the exegetical material for the chosen passage. The emphasis of this sermon is on the following issues:
· We live in a fallen world
· Christianity doesn’t spare us from the pain of living in a fallen world
· What happens in this life is not a reflection of faith or a lack of it
· Sometimes Christians suffer specifically for being Christians

· In the face of suffering, we should do what we can to alleviate it

The outline will need to be customised and contextualised by each Corps Officer for the congregation to whom the sermon will be preached:
· Adding appropriate illustrations that will connect with the specific congregation

· Modifying language to be appropriate to the socio-cultural setting of the Corps
· Modifying sermon style if you prefer a topical rather than expository sermon style

· You may also wish to make the application more specific to your context.

Sermon Outline 
This sermon finds its starting point in a disaster that has happened very recently and would be in everyone’s mind.  Say something about this, possibly using a quote or two from the paper or a catchy headline. Another good attention getter is to give the story of one person caught up in the suffering and loss in this disaster.

This sermon seeks to answer the question that comes readily to all of our minds, and we often hear voiced, “Why does awful suffering and loss come to some people?”

In reply some of the answers given by Christians have no biblical support and/or are very judgemental of others and/or depict the Christian life wrongly as a kind of insurance policy.

Again you may be able to quote something someone has said in response to the disaster you are addressing. Sadly so often we hear a Christian leader explaining the disaster of the day in terms of God’s judgment on sinful people. Recently I heard a Pastor say that the 2011 tsunami in Japan was due to the fact that the Japanese had rejected Christianity. I immediately wondered what his explanation was of the earthquake in Christchurch in NZ where the Cathedral and other churches were severely damaged and in which church people lost their lives or of the floods in Australia?

Why then do some people have awful things happen to them?  

1. First of all we must understand that the Bible emphatically makes the point that we live in a “fallen world,” that is an imperfect world, a world in which it would seem someone has “dropped a spanner” in the works. The opening chapters of the book of Genesis explain the situation. In chapter 1 we are told that God made the world “good’ – six times it says this and in Gen 1:31 to sum up the creation story we are told, “God saw everything he had made, and indeed it was very good.” In chapter 3 we learn about what went wrong. How the world became imperfect, “fallen.” It’s all “our” fault. Adam and Eve our forebears and our counterparts disobeyed God. They thought they knew better than him and obeyed the tempting of the devil. By their actions Adam and Eve mucked up everything.  As a consequence of the breakdown of their relationship with God, they found their own couple relationship often painful and always competitive, their relationship with the world around them difficult – “thorns and thistles’ grow in the crop, and having children a very mixed “blessing” for the woman. 

This is the world we now live in. Every man, woman and child is very conscious that life is a mixture of good and bad, nice and nasty things happen to us and others.  What we must recognise is that nowhere does the Bible ever suggest that life on earth will be one happy picnic. Heaven lies in the future.


2. Second we have to understand that nowhere does the Bible suggest that if we become a Christian we will be spared the pain of living in a fallen world. We all wish this was the case and sometimes we hear Christians suggesting or implying this. “Don’t worry, God looks after his own” we hear people saying. If being a Christian meant that believers did not get sick or die young, did not lose children, have awful accidents, get caught up in natural disasters, and find themselves in war torn lands the queue to become a Christian would have no end.

Yes, God sometimes does step in and protect believers. Many a Christian can tell of some incident where God miraculously spared them from something horrible.  The point being made is that Christian faith is no guarantee that this will always happen.  God does not promise to always protect believers from nasty things in this world. Thus Christians can also tell stories of how terrible things happened to them.

What God in Christ does promise is that in that in this fallen world with all its suffering and woes we can know forgiveness, the presence and power of the Spirit in our lives and the promise of a home in heaven where the first and perfect creation is replicated. It is in heaven that all suffering and pain is banished.

3. Thirdly we need to note that the Bible teaches that what happens to people in this life is not related to their faith or lack of it, or their goodness or badness. 

The book of Job is put in the OT to make just this point. Job is a devout man who believes in God and always tries to do the right thing. He is described as “a blameless and upright man who feared God” (Job 1:1). Nevertheless his seven sons and three daughters were killed by a marauding army and he lost his cattle and home and then he became chronically sick.  The question the book seeks to answer is, did this happen to Job because he had some secret sin? Did he bring all this on himself? The book emphatically says no to such questions. The devil is blamed, who St Peter says ‘goes around like a roaring lion’ (1 Peter 5:8).  

In the NT this principle is taught in many ways. We see that good people can suffer in Christ himself.  No more powerful illustration of this fact could be given.

We see this principle also in the persecution and suffering of the apostles, notably Paul. The apostles were good men, full of faith, but they lived a hard life. See 2 Cor. 11:22-29.

Indeed, Paul and Peter speak of believers “suffering” simply because they are Christians (Rom. 8:18-25, 1 Peter 3:8-6, 4:12-19).

Two Questions:

In the light of this biblical teaching we are better prepared to answer the two questions so often heard when a disaster (or terrible event) happens.

 The first we have attempted to answer above, why do horrible things happen to some people, or more starkly, why do horrible things they happen to good people (or Christians)? The answer is God does not select out some to suffer for something they have done or their community has done.  Suffering, sometimes coming as the result of an accident or natural disaster is reminders to everyone that his is a ‘fallen world,” where good things and bad things happen to people of all kinds. The Bible allows that bad things can happen and often do to good people and to believers. The story of Christ makes this crystal clear. Suffering can come to the just and it can seem very unfair.  What we must always keep in mind as a Christian is that the fullness of life is not found in this world but in the presence of God in heaven.
The second question is very personal. In the light of the suffering these people (refer to the disaster in focus) are experiencing what should I do? Again the Bible gives the answer. The parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37) tells us that whoever is in need is our neighbour and it is our duty – not someone else’s duty – to help our neighbour so defined. The Salvation Army has a great track record of helping people, but let’s make sure we do not leave it all up to “the Army” – someone else. We cannot avoid our responsibilities by saying we belong to the Army. The question before us today is, not what should the Salvation Army do, but what should I do?

You might then like to make some practical and realistic suggestions of what each person could do.
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