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How to Use This Outline

The emphasis of this outline is on the exegetical material for the chosen passage. The emphasis of this sermon is on the following issues:
· Asking “Where is God in suffering?”
· God understands our suffering, he suffers too
· The resurrection gives us hope
The outline will need to be customised and contextualised by each Corps Officer for the congregation to whom the sermon will be preached:
· Adding appropriate illustrations that will connect with the specific congregation

· Modifying language to be appropriate to the socio-cultural setting of the Corps
· Modifying sermon style if you prefer a topical rather than expository sermon style

· You may also wish to make the application more specific to your context.

Scripture
John 11:1-44 (TNIV)

1Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2(This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”

4When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”

8“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?”

9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10It is when people walk at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”

11After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”

12His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.

14So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

16Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

17On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.

21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”

23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
27“Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”

28After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.

32When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34“Where have you laid him?” he asked.

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

35Jesus wept.

36Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39“Take away the stone,” he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odour, for he has been there four days.”

40Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”
Romans 8:18-39 (TNIV)

18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19The creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.

22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.

28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

31What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who then can condemn? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written:
“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Sermon Outline 
Introduction 
1. There are not too many people in this life who have never experienced suffering. Every day people around the world deal with death, gross poverty, war, natural disasters, disease, rape, violence, various forms of abuse, divorce, family breakdown, (add other examples that connect with your congregation’s experience, but also examples of suffering that they wouldn’t experience to emphasise that suffering is common to all people, they haven’t been specially selected for it) and we suffer by being sinned against by others on a regular basis. This seems to be what life is.

2. Give brief overview of the current situation 

3. Given the thousands that die each day from poverty, war, natural disasters and disease it is perhaps an audacious expectation that we should be able to live free from suffering. And yet, there is a deep part of us that cries out against suffering and believes it isn’t right. 

4. In circumstances of suffering one of the first questions we ask is “Where is God?” If he is all-loving and all-good as we believe, then how could he allow suffering? This is not a new question. It is a question that has been asked by humans for as long as we’ve had breath! It is a question that Job asked.  It is also a question that Mary and Martha asked at the death of their brother Lazarus. And it is a question to which Jesus provides a profound answer.


5. Read John 11:1-44

Asking “Where is God in Suffering?”
1. When Martha and Mary first see Jesus after the death of their brother, their first statement is “if you had been here, my brother would not have died” (John 11:21, 32). They are asking the classic question, “Where is God?” Lord where were you? They see God’s presence in their situation as being the thing that should mean that suffering doesn’t happen. They believe that Jesus could have and would have made things different if he had been there. 

2. Earlier in the passage, we see that Jesus knew exactly what was going on in Mary and Martha’s situation. His not being present did not affect his knowledge of what was going on. Not only did he know, but he did not rush to be there with them. Jesus actually let Lazarus die. Now that’s a pretty harsh reality-check, makes Jesus seem very cold-hearted, great friend he was to Lazarus! 

3. But Jesus also knew from the beginning that “This sickness will not end in death” (John 11:4). To everyone at Lazarus’ tomb it certainly looked like death! How often do we have situations that “look like death”, how often do we assume that if it looks like death it must be death, and that God couldn’t or wouldn’t have anything left to give us in that situation? How often do we give up? 

God Understands Our Suffering, He Suffers Too
1. When we’ve come to the conclusion that something is over, that there is no hope left, and we are overcome by our pain, our next question tends to be, “Doesn’t God Care?”. If He really loved us, would he let us go through this? We believe that if He cared then He would exercise His power to prevent us from suffering. 


2. But that’s a view that doesn’t work if we look at Jesus. Jesus was sent to live amongst us as God’s supreme revelation of himself to us. If we want to know what God is like, we look to Jesus and see God with skin on. And what is Jesus’ reaction in the situation of the death of his friend Lazarus, and the mourning of his friends and family? Is he distant? Is he unmoved? Does it bother him at all?


3. And here we come to the shortest verse in the whole bible, and perhaps the most comforting. “Jesus wept” (verse 35). Jesus “weeping reveals the humanity of the Saviour. He has entered into all of our experiences and knows how we feel. In fact, being the perfect God-Man, Jesus experienced these things in a deeper way than we do. His tears also assure us of His sympathy; He is indeed ‘a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief’ (Isa. 53:3)”.
 


4. Jesus shows us what God is like. If Jesus experienced suffering it reflects God the Father, and the Holy Spirit’s own suffering. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor imprisoned during World War 2 for being involved in an attempted assassination of Hitler wrote in prison: “Man’s religiosity makes him look in his distress to the power of God in the world... The Bible directs man to God’s powerlessness and suffering; only the suffering God can help”
.

5. Nowhere do we see the suffering of God more than in the death of Jesus. “God and suffering are no longer contradictions… but God’s being is in suffering and the suffering is in God’s being itself, because God is love… God himself loves and suffers the death of Christ in his love. He is no ‘cold heavenly power’… but is known as the human God in the crucified Son of Man”
. If God loves, then God suffers. 
6. So we see that God, in the persons of Father, Son and Holy Spirit really do know what it means to suffer. We are not alone in our grief and sorrow. Jesus has walked in our shoes and knows what is to be one of us, and to live in this world that is so full of pain and suffering. The Father suffered tremendously in giving up his Son to death on the cross. The forsaking of Jesus on the cross caused unimaginable pain to the whole Trinity. 
The Resurrection Gives Us Hope
1. But Jesus’ story didn’t end at the tomb. Lazarus’ story doesn’t end at the tomb. Death was not the end that it appeared to everyone who was with Martha and Mary. “Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’” (verses 23-26).


2. Resurrection is available to us in two ways. As demonstrated in this passage through Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, we see that resurrection power is available to us today. “As a young man, D. L. Moody was suddenly called upon to preach a funeral sermon. He hunted all through the Four Gospels trying to find one of Christ’s funeral sermons, but searched in vain. He found that Christ broke up every funeral He ever attended. Death could not exist where He was. When the dead heard His voice they sprang to life. Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life’ (John 11:25)”
. 

3. When Jesus talks about being “the Resurrection and the Life” the life he refers to is eternal life, which is a life that is available to us today. We are able to receive the benefits of eternal life this side of death. What does that look like? It looks like restoration of that which was lost, it looks like God bringing life into situations that we thought were beyond repair. It looks like communities coming together to rebuild and to experience life after situations that should have wiped them out from existence.


4. We also have testimonies of God doing for people today what he did for Lazarus. Published on the 24-7 Prayer website in 2010 was an account of how a woman from Wagga Wagga was raised from the dead on a bus tour in Israel
. She suffered a heart attack and died. When a cardiac specialist tried to resuscitate her there was no effect. When a Christian pastor prayed for her resurrection in the name of Jesus, she came back to life. The story was reported in The Age on 2 October 2010, and can be corroborated by Patricia Tan of the Finance Department at THQ who was on the bus tour (See 24-7 Website for full details). 


5. We also look forward to the resurrection on the last day, as Martha mentioned. Romans 8 talks about this: “The creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed” (verse 19); “We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption, the redemption of our bodies” (verses 22-23). This resurrection will be for everyone, and as these verses show is not only for people, but also for the whole of creation. God’s intention in the face of death and destruction is RESURRECTION. Resurrection for us, resurrection for the whole creation. 


6. And it is in this context that Paul then wrote: “in all these things [insert your circumstance here] we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (verses 37-39). 


Conclusion
1. It is a natural and normal human reaction to suffering to ask “Where is God?” People have been asking that question forever! Mary and Martha asked that question, and in the story of Lazarus we see that the question was premature. They believed that Lazarus’ story was over, but Jesus knew “this sickness will not end in death”. So while it looked like the end for Lazarus, it really wasn’t.


2. It is also natural and normal to ask if God cares when we suffer. It seems like he has the power to stop or overcome the things that make us suffer. We can answer that question by looking at Jesus. He reveals to us what God is like. And when his friend Lazarus was lying dead in the tomb, with family and friends mourning him, Jesus wept. The shortest verse in the bible, but perhaps the most comforting. Our salvation lies in the suffering of God. His love for us is so great that He suffered the loss of His Son on the cross; Jesus’ love for us is so great that He suffered the cross for us. Yes, God knows what it is to suffer. Jesus lived through it, just as we do. 

3. Our hope in the face of suffering is in the Resurrection. It gives us hope for restoration and new life in the present, and is the guarantee of our final victory over death and destruction. The day will come when we all experience bodily resurrection and the whole creation will also be restored. “The resurrection of Christ is the heart of Christianity, which makes it pulsate with the life of God. It is the keystone to the arch of truth, which holds all the faith of the gospel together. It is the foundation of the church. It is the mainspring of Christian activity. It is the lever of power which shall move the world. It is the link which unites all believers”

4. Invite people forward for prayer
� Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary (Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books, 1996), Jn 11:17.


� Bonhoeffer, D. (1953). Letters & Papers from Prison: The Enlarged Edition. Trans. Christian Kaiser Verlag London: SCM Press, p.360-361.


� Moltmann, J. (1993). The Crucified God. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, p.227.


� Encyclopedia of Illustrations #10514


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.salvationarmy.org.au/corps_prog/24/raised-from-dead.pdf"�http://www.salvationarmy.org.au/corps_prog/24/raised-from-dead.pdf�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.e-steeple.com/browse-by-topic/R/Resurrection/page-1.html"�http://www.e-steeple.com/browse-by-topic/R/Resurrection/page-1.html�
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