[bookmark: _GoBack]  Series: Christmas: Unwrapped: Week 1
Sermon Outline: The Great Reformer 

	Topic:   
	Reforming Society 

	Main Point:                  
	Jesus was born to reform society  

	Intended Response:
	Jesus invites us to be reformed and to go and reform 

	Key Verse:                    
	Isaiah 6:6-7 And the government will be upon his shoulders 
Matt 2:8 “go and search for the child…”  

	Mission Intention
	Reforming Society 



Introduction: 
Play clip 
1. There is more to the Christmas story.
1. What lies within the baby who lies within the manger.

	Intro launch: Jesus is the great reformer of our society.   

A. Jesus came to reform society 
1. Jesus disrupts the normal way of life. 
1. Jesus’ birth brings with it a new government. 

	Point Two: Jesus was born to reform society from all forms of oppression.  

B. Jesus continues to reform 
1. Jesus came to reform society on a global scale. 
1. Jesus brings reforms through His people.

Point Three: Jesus is alive and is working through his people to reform society on a global scale. 

C. Jesus offers reformation on a personal level 

1. Jesus invites us to be reformed. 
1. Jesus invites us to go and reform. 

Point Three: This Christmas we can join the reformer. 

	
Teaching Illustration: The catch phrase “what lies within the baby who lies within the manger” serves as the opening to this Christmas series. 
Props: Four presents, wrapped in distinct wrapping paper, with a title of Jesus inside. Each week, select a different member from the Corps to unwrap the present that corresponds to the sermon topic. (Other props may be a crib, nativity scene, Christmas tree with presents underneath) 
Power Point slides and a short media clip accompany this sermon 
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Introduction:






















	
(Play Clip)
Christmas is a joyous time. The decorations, the music, the BBQ’s, the presents. It’s a favourite time of the year for many people around the world. 

Yet it also can be a challenging time for many: 
· Pressure to buy gifts that will cause financial strain 
· Seeing family members that you don’t get along with
· Others face Christmas alone, or severe hardship.

Across Australia, while many celebrate this day, others face this day:
· With uncertainty and sadness.
· Without a home, without food, without hope. 
Christmas is a time of celebration, but it also is a time when we are reminded of the much-needed change that needs to occur in our society. 
For the next four weeks of Advent, we are going to spend some time looking at different aspects surrounding the Christmas story.  

We have all likely heard the traditional story elements before:
A couple searching for a place to stay because there was no room at the inn, Angels appearing to  shepherds in the field at night, wise men coming with Gifts, and a baby wrapped in cloth lying in a manger. 

But what if we look at this story from a different angle? What if we unwrapped another layer of the meaning of Christmas? What would we see for the first time? What new perspectives could we gain? 

For this child, who was born in the humblest of places, grew up to change the entire world. There is something so special about the child whom Mary wrapped in cloths and lay in a manger. 

The greater message of Christmas is God’s son, though born in a manger, didn’t stay in that manger, but grew up to change the world and bring transformation. 

Throughout this Christmas series, we will be asking one simple question: “what lies within the baby who lies within the manger?” (x2). 

As we begin, can I ask a volunteer to quickly come up and help me unwrap this present… 


	
Illustration 
	
Ask a volunteer to come up the front and unwrap the gift box this week (if children are still in the service, invite 1 or 2 together). Have them hold up this week’s sermon topic and then read it out to the church: Week 1: Reformer 


	
Transition 

	
Jesus is the great Reformer of our society. Let’s turn and read Matthew 2:1-8 (PowerPoint Slide) 

	
Scripture Reading 
(Matt 2:1-8)






	
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.”  When Herod the king heard this, he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him… Then Herod secretly called the Magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him.”


	
1. Jesus came to Reform society. 
















	 
Jesus came to reform society. To change it to reflect God’s kingdom. 

In Matthew 2:3 we are introduced to King Herod. When he learns of the birth of Jesus, it says “…he was disturb, and all of Jerusalem with him…” 

· Herod was a jealous, vengeful and insecure king. 
· When he heard that a new king was born, he perceived the news as a threat. In fact, he had previously murdered several members of his own family in case they wanted his crown.
· This word ‘disturb’ means to ‘agitate, shake, or stir’ with an inference of bringing change and reformation.
· Herod would have expected an upheaval with the arrival of this new king.

The word Reformer speaks to this disturbance. 
· Reformer speaks of change. It speaks of a great shaking, a great disturbance, where God would seek to wake humanity up and turn back to His ways. It speaks of making a difference and being a voice for those in need of help. 

The book of Isaiah says of Jesus “For unto us, a child shall be born…and the government will be upon his shoulders…and there will be no end to the increase of his government” (Isaiah 9:6-7):
· Jesus’ birth points to God’s government, the true way in which society should run and how we should treat others. 
· His kingdom calls people to campaign against suffering and oppression.
· Jesus’ rule challenges the corruption of societal powers by his teaching on equality, justice, freedom, salvation, and hope. 
· That’s the reason why Jesus was born. 


	
Point 1: 

	
The baby lying in a manger was born to reform society from all forms of oppression. 

	
illustration
	
Imagine a treasure map for a moment. On it, there are clues and landmarks, acting as signposts pointing to where the treasure is. In Matthew 2:8, Herod tells the Magi to “…go and search for the child…” 

If we were to search for Jesus today, what clues would we follow? Where would we find Him? What signs of reformed societies would we see?


	
2. Jesus continues to reform 

















	
The answer is we can find Jesus working through his people, the Church. We only need to follow the signs of reformation to see that Jesus is still actively changing society on a global scale through his hands and feet, the Church.  

We see examples of this throughout history:
· Gregory of Nyssa believed the Bible verse that says all people are made in the image of God and he subsequently founded the first leprosy hospital to care for the sick and diseased. As a result, the Council of Nyssa decreed that wherever a cathedral existed, there must be a hospice, a place of caring for the sick and poor. This led to the creation of hospitals. 
· In 1780, Robert Raikes saw the need to prevent children in the slums descending into crime. He reasoned education was the best intervention and established Sunday schools, teaching the students to read and write using the Bible. By 1831, over on 1.2 million children in Great Britain attended Sunday school, approximately 25 percent of the population. These schools are seen as the forerunners of the current English school system.   
· Henri Dunant couldn’t stand the cries of wounded soldiers on the battlefield, so he devoted his life to helping them in the name of Jesus. That started an organisation in the 1860s that became known as Red Cross. 

Now the Church doesn’t always get it right. Being human, we all fail and make mistakes. But when the church gets it right, it’s a beautiful thing.

From the earliest days, The Salvation Army has worked to reform the structures in society to bring about justice.  In the past The Salvation Army has: 
· provided more than 597,000 episodes of care across our social programs.
· provided more than 244,000 vouchers to people in need.
· provided more than 176,00 episodes of emergency and material aid relief to people in hardship.
· provided more than 327,000 bed nights to those experience or at risk of homelessness.
· supported more than 25,000 people in a financial crisis.
· assisted more than  20,000 people find employment.
· provided over 27,000 episodes of care to people experiencing family and domestic violence.

 Each year at Christmas time, our Corps throughout Australia distribute: 
· Toys, gift vouchers, food hampers, back to school vouchers and educational items to the needy.
· Many of our Corps also put on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day community meals so no one need be alone. 
These are but a few examples of God’s people making a positive contribution to reforming society and campaigning against oppression.

If we were to follow the clues throughout the treasure map of history, we would find landmarks that clearly indicate Jesus the reformer is still at work through His people. 


	
Point 2: 

	
Jesus is alive and is working through His people to reform society on a global scale. 


	
Call to Action 


	
Jesus offers reformation on a personal level 

1. Jesus invites us to be reformed
· This Christmas I invite you to search for Jesus. 
· Jesus is not only interested in global reformation, but personal reformation. In fact, that is where He starts. 
· The greatest gift anyone can receive at Christmas this year is the gift of salvation, found in none other than Jesus the great reformer. 
· The Bible says, “For God so loved the world, He gave His one and only Son, so that whosoever believes in Him shall be saved” (Jn 3:16). 
· To receive salvation, it begins with a simple heartfelt prayer of faith. 

2. Jesus invites us to go and reform 
· If you have found Jesus, can I challenge you this Christmas to join in His plan to reform society and make it reflect the Kingdom of God? 
· Is there an area of society God has placed on your heart to bring change to?
· I encourage you visit the Just Salvo’s Facebook page to fuel that fire.
· You could consider signing up to help in one of our social programs, or joining in one our outreaches/Bible studies?
· Or you may do a simple act of kindness for some else this Christmas.  

This Christmas we can join the reformer.

I invite you pray with me…


	
Closing Prayer
	
Father God, we thank you for the true gift of Christmas, your Son Jesus.

We ask on behalf of those of us that do not know you yet on personal level, to experience your love this Christmas and create space in their life to get to know you. 

For those who feel your call to join you in reforming this world, we ask that you would lead them by your Holy Spirit and show them where to begin

We ask that you would empower us to be your hands and feet this Christmas, and help those in need.

In your Son’s name – Amen. 
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Scripture References


Matthew 2:1-8
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him… Then Herod secretly called the Magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him.”

Isaiah 9:6-7 
For unto us, a child shall be born…and the government will be upon his shoulders… and there will be no end to the increase of his government






























