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   Week One – The Great Reformer

Introduction to the Children’s Resources

Christmas resources follow the Unwrapped theme where we will unwrap the different layers of the meaning of Christmas.

Over the four weeks of Advent, we will spend time looking at different aspects surrounding the Christmas stories.

We are familiar with the traditional Christmas story elements:

· A couple searching for a place to stay because Mary was about to have her baby and there was no place to stay.
· Angels appearing to shepherds in the field at night
· Wise men bring their gifts
· A baby wrapped in cloth lying in a manger

But what if we were to look at this story from a different angle? What if we unwrapped another layer of the meaning of Christmas? What would we see for the first time? What new perspectives could we gain? 

For this child, who was born in the humblest of places grew up to change the entire world. There is something so special about the child whom Mary wrapped in cloths and lay in the manger. 

The greater message of Christmas is God’s Son, though born in a manger, didn’t stay in that manger, but grew up to transform the world.

Throughout this Christmas series, we will ask one simple question: “what lies within the baby who lies within the manger?” 

Where to use the resources
Below you will find interactive messages and activities that can be used alongside the resources provided for corps to use during the Advent season. There is a variety of activities that will connect with a range of ages and activities that can be adapted to fit either a younger or older audience. You might like to use these resources in Kids Church, Kids Club, at an outdoor Carols event, mid-week programs, family services, or as interactive messages within Sunday worship.

How to use the resources
We have provided four interactive messages and four activities as well as ‘Home & Beyond’ activities to help resource families to continue the Advent conversation at home. You may use the interactive messages during a kids spot in your Sunday service and then link it to one of the activities during your Kids Church, or use the message on its own or and use the activities during Kids Church. 

The resources are yours to choose from and fit into your space.

The ‘Home & Beyond’ gift tags can be used each week to give to families as an extension to what they have learnt and explored during the messages or activities. You are encouraged to give these out to all families connected with your corps to help equip them to engage in conversation and activities around Advent theme.

God bless you as you prepare.





Week One - Children’s Message - The Great Reformer	

For this message you will need:

· A box wrapped like a present
· A fancy dress outfit such as an animal or pirate. This needs to be an outfit that will completely change the look of the child participating.
· A small Christmas tree (or you could use one that is already on display)
· Cardboard stars (that can be written on)
· Textas

Before this session you will need to ask a specific child to co-operate with you about the gift and inform them what is happening.

[SAY] ‘Wow, look at this huge present. I wonder what this gift is.’ (Ask the congregation for suggestions what they think may be in the gift.’)

‘I wonder if there is anyone here who would like to open this gift. There is a catch though. Once you open this gift you will need to play with whatever it is. Think carefully about this as it could be something you may not want to do.’

Ask the child that you have previously chosen and worded up to come up and open the gift.

‘Now before you open the present I wonder if you can tell me what the word “reform” means? Does anyone know? (Wait for some answers) That’s right it means to make changes in something in order to improve it. Now that we have established that let’s open the present.’

Make a bit of a fuss about opening the present. Once the box is open and before the congregation has seen the actual item ask the child, ‘Are you okay about this present? Are you willing to play with it?’

Take the outfit of the box and ask the child to dress up in the outfit.

‘Wow, look how much he or she has changed. She/He has gone from a child into an animal (or whatever the outfit is). Look at the change in (child’s name). She/He is now a completely different person or animal. She/He has changed from being a child into a … whatever the outfit is.’

Thank the child for helping, help the child out of the outfit and send them back to their seat.

Ask the congregation:

· I wonder who likes to go to the hairdresser to get their hair cut.
· I wonder who likes to go shopping and buy some new different clothes.
· I wonder who likes to play dress ups.

[bookmark: _GoBack]‘We can change what we look like quite easily by changing our clothes, changing our hair style or colour of hair but I wonder how can we change and reform our heart.’

Ask the congregation for suggestions. (Someone is sure to say Jesus is the one that can change and reform us.)

[SAY] ‘That is right, by asking Jesus to be our friend and building a friendship with him is the way our hearts can change and be reformed. There are many stories in the bible about Jesus 


reforming people, such as Zacchaeus the tax collector, the woman at the well and many more.’

‘At Christmas to celebrate that Jesus was born and that He was born into the world to give us the opportunity to change and to show us how to live good lives for God. Jesus grew up and made changes in his world. He also can reform us into new people. He is more than the little cute baby in the manger, he grows up into an adult and re-forms the world. Then Jesus asks us to be those same type of world-changers and reformers.’

· I am curious what do you think happens when we are changed or reformed for the better.
· I wonder what kinds of things Jesus need us to change or reform about ourselves.

‘The world starts to change and be reformed because we are all better people. The more people in the world who ask Jesus to be their friend, the more the world will be reformed and that is something that is very much needed today.’ 

‘That’s why it is important that we tell our friends about Jesus and how much he loves them and can change them into a better person. But it needs to start with change in us.’

During this time hand out the cardboard stars and textas. Ask the congregation to:

· Write on their star the name of ONE PERSON they would like to share the love of Jesus with during this week.
· On the other side of the star write ONE THING they would like to change or reform about their own life.

Provide some suitable music and allow time for people to hang the stars on the Christmas tree. Encourage people to pray for that person asking God to reform and prepare their hearts.

[SAY] ‘So we have hung our stars on the tree, but it all starts with us, so this week, have a chat with Jesus and ask him to change/reform you first, then this will be the beginning of changing the world one person at a time.

Children’s Activity:
For this activity you will need:

· Dress up costumes/clothes
· Wigs etc.
· A4 paper
· Pencils/textas

Have some dress up costumes and wigs for the children to play with. Ask them to try and dress up so much that it completely changes their appearance. You may wish to take some photos of them just for fun.  After some time of playing sit them altogether in a group.

Acknowledge that they have had fun dressing up and changing what they look like and now focus on changes made in our hearts.

Remind the children about what was discussed before about Jesus changing our hearts. 

· I am curious how do you think this happens (by spending time with him, praying and reading his stories in the bible, by practicing doing good things/being like him)



Hold up a bible and explain that there are many stories in the bible about Jesus changing people.

Spend some time with the children looking at the story of Paul’s conversion in Acts 9:1-22.
As you read the bible reading of Paul, ask the children to act out the story to bring it to life.

You will need the following characters:

· Saul (Paul)
· High Priest
· Men travelling with Saul
· Ananias (the disciple)
· More disciples

After you have completed the story state:

‘Paul was a person who didn’t like Christians and would treat them very badly. God reformed Paul, he changed Paul’s life and ultimately through Paul, God was able to change many other people’s lives.’
 
· I wonder if you think that God can use us to help change people’s lives.
· How do you think God can use us? (one of these answers could be to develop a trusting relationship with our friends so that we can tell them about God’s Son Jesus.)

Spend some time looking at what makes a good friendship.

Ask the children to draw who their best friend is. Ask the children:

· What makes them a best friend?
· Do they talk to them often?
· Do they listen to them?
· Do they spend time with their best friend?
· Do they help their best friend when they need it?
· Do they tell their family about their best friend?

Ask them to write down on their drawing what things keep their friendship alive and growing.

Now compare this with their friendship with Jesus. Suggest that we need to spend time with Jesus just like we spend time with our friends and that this will help our friendship with Jesus grow.

· Do you want to tell your friends about Jesus just like you tell your family about your best friend?

We want to share with our best friends about what Jesus has done for us and how is changing us into better people. 

Remember Jesus was born into the world to change us and to change the world. He can use us to help do that.

Pray: Encourage the children to pray together asking God to help change them and help them to share the story of Jesus with a friend during this Christmas time.






Home and Beyond:

· As a family think of another family that you can pray for.  Pray for this family and ask God to show you ways that you can help this family get to know Jesus. Invite the family over during this Christmas period and do some fun activities with them.

· You may wish to look at ways within your local community/neighbourhood that could show people that your family love Jesus. Maybe put up a nativity picture up in your front window of the house or a nativity scene in your front yard. You could place a sign up saying, Jesus is the reason for the season.’

· Talk about change and reforming. Think about something as a family that you could change this Christmas or do differently that reflects your values. Maybe it is the amount of money you spend on gifts, or some of the traditions you have.

Print out enough Home and Beyond Stars on the next page for each child
to take home and do with their family.





Print our enough stars for each child to take home and do with their family.


· As a family think of another family that you can pray for.  Pray for this family and ask God to show you ways that you can help this family get to know Jesus. Invite the family over during this Christmas period and do some fun activities with them.

· You may wish to look at ways within your local community/neighbourhood that could show people that your family love Jesus. Maybe put up a nativity picture up in your front window of the house or a nativity scene in your front yard. You could place a sign up saying, ‘Jesus is the reason for the season.’

· Talk about change and reforming. Think about something as a family that you could change this Christmas or do differently that reflects your values. Maybe it is the amount of money you spend on gifts, or some of the traditions you have.
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