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How to Use This Outline

The emphasis of this outline is on the exegetical material for the chosen passage. The emphasis of this sermon is on the following issues:
· Jesus is One of Us... With a Family
· Jesus is One of Us... With a Culture

The outline will need to be customised and contextualised by each Corps Officer for the congregation to whom the sermon will be preached:
· Adding appropriate illustrations that will connect with the specific congregation

· Modifying language to be appropriate to the socio-cultural setting of the Corps
· Modifying sermon style if you prefer a topical rather than expository sermon style

· You may also wish to make the application more specific to your context.

PowerPoint slides have been provided for the following:

1. Title Slide – Introducing the Sermon
2. Scripture Slide – Matthew 1:17 (highlight verse)

3. Scripture Slide – Luke 1:32-33 (highlight verse)

Scripture
Luke 1:26-38 (NRSV)

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
Matthew 1:1-17 (NRSV)
1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 4 and Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of King David. 
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 
12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations. 
Sermon Outline 
Introduction 
1. One of the great truths of the Christian faith is that in Jesus’ birth, the incarnation, God made a once-for-all flesh connection with humanity. God became one of us, whilst remaining fully God. By virtue of Jesus’ later bodily resurrection and ascension this link is unbroken. Hebrews tells us that Jesus’ high-priesthood on our behalf rests on his understanding of what it means to be human. During this series we are unpacking what it means for God to be one of us.

2. Read Luke 1:26-38.


Jesus is One of Us... With a Family
1. In many ways, Jesus’ birth was very ordinary. He came into the world in the same way as every other human being, through the womb of a woman. Jesus’ story as a human really begins with the announcement to Mary that she was going to be a Mum. Of course the story is a bit different in that there was no human father involved, Mary was a virgin, and Jesus was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit. However, he was still born into a human family, the natural son of Mary, and the adopted son of Joseph. 

2. We know later that Mary and Joseph had four other sons James, Joseph, Judas and Simon (Mark 6:3) who didn’t initially believe in Jesus. So Jesus grew up in a fairly normal, but not perfect family, like the rest of us. They didn’t always see eye-to-eye. At one point in Jesus’ ministry, Mary and his brothers turned up to try and “take charge of him” because they thought he was “out of his mind” (Mark 3:21, 31). 

3. The gospels of Matthew and Luke both emphasise Jesus’ placement in a family through the genealogies. As the adopted son of Joseph his ancestry was traced through Joseph, back before the exile, back to King David, back to Abraham, and in the gospel of Luke, back to Adam, and ultimately back to God. “So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations” (Matthew 1:17 NRSV). 

Jesus is One of Us... With a Culture
1. By linking Jesus back to his forebears David and Abraham, the genealogies also point to the fact that Jesus was born into culture just like we are. God had made significant promises to both David and Abraham that shaped the culture of the Jewish people. God had promised to make Abraham’s descendants into a great nation and give them the land of Canaan; and he had promised David that one of his descendants would rule on the throne of Judah for all time. When the angel announced Jesus’ birth to Mary, he confirmed these very things would be fulfilled in Jesus, “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:32-33 NSRV). The Jewish culture was built around these promises to Abraham and David. 

2. Matthew’s genealogy also makes specific mention of the exile. The exile had shaped the culture of the Jews significantly. Before the exile, they had a tendency to stray towards idolatry and unfaithfulness to God. After the exile, they better understood the importance of loyalty to God. After the exile, the scribes formulated extra rules to help make sure the nation never broke God’s law again so that they would never again be sent into exile. They desperately wanted to regain what had been lost. They eagerly awaited the Messiah who would restore the kingdom back to Israel. This is the culture that Jesus was born into and lived out his life in. 
Our Lives in Family and Culture
1. What does all this mean for us? It means we have a God who understands what it is like to live as part of a family and in a distinct culture. Yes, God knows everything anyway, but through Jesus he has actually experienced life as a human. When we deal with the day to day challenges of family life, Jesus knows exactly what that is like because he lived through it himself. Given that he was sinless, there must have been challenges growing up as the eldest of five boys. If there were arguments Jesus would never have got the blame. Mary and Joseph would have looked at the other four boys and known that whatever they were accusing Jesus of, he wasn’t guilty. You can imagine that he probably wasn’t particularly popular with his brothers, for being the perfect one that never got in trouble with Mum and Dad.

2. Jesus also had to deal with a whole lot of cultural assumptions, just like we do. When he was eight days old he was circumcised, because that was part of his culture. They also had a lot of assumptions about what the Messiah would look like, assumptions that he didn’t meet—like driving the Romans out of the country. We also live in a culture that puts demands and assumptions on us that we have to choose whether to live by or not. We live in a culture that emphasises sex, money and power. We live in a culture that has closed its eyes to the spiritual world. We have to choose whether to buy into those things, knowing that our culture will judge us for our choices. Jesus knows exactly what that is like, because he lived a life that challenged the culture of his day. He knows what it is like to make unpopular choices. 

Conclusion
1. In Jesus, God became one of us. Instead of hanging back and knowing everything from an abstract and removed perspective, Jesus came and experienced what it is like to be human. God forged a link between himself and us through Jesus becoming 100% human, whilst still being 100% God. Because Jesus later was bodily resurrected and ascended to heaven, that link is still in place. We are in him, and he is in us, through Jesus’ divine-human nature. 

2. This means we worship a God who understands what it is like to be human. He was born into a family and a culture. He dealt with family conflict, his Mum and his brothers thought he was crazy at one point and tried to get him under control. He was adopted by Joseph, he didn’t have a natural human father. So he knows what it’s like to live in a blended family, with a step-father and half-brothers. 

3. Jesus also knows what it’s like to live in a culture that has certain assumptions about who you are and how you should live. His culture thought the Messiah would be a military leader who would drive the Roman occupation out of the country. He chose another way, the way of love and self-sacrifice. He knew who he was, he knew what the Father was calling him to do, and he chose to live out of that rather than succumb to cultural pressure. You too have a unique identity, and were formed by the Father for a particular purpose. When you deal with the pressures of culture that say you are less than who God says you are, you can have confidence that Jesus understands what that is like, because he has gone through it for himself. Jesus is truly “Emmanuel, God with us”.
4. Invite people to the Mercy Seat / Response
