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How to Use This Outline

The emphasis of this outline is on the exegetical material for the chosen passage. The emphasis of this sermon is on the following issues:
· The surprise of a trinitarian understanding of God

· Jesus is the way to the Father
· Jesus reveals the Father who indwells Him
· The gift of the Holy Spirit invites us into God’s own life
The outline will need to be customised and contextualised by each Corps Officer for the congregation to whom the sermon will be preached:
· Adding appropriate illustrations that will connect with the specific congregation

· Modifying language to be appropriate to the socio-cultural setting of the Corps
· Modifying sermon style if you prefer a topical rather than expository sermon style

· You may also wish to make the application more specific to your context.

PowerPoint slides have been provided for the following:

1. Title Slide – Introducing the Sermon
2. Scripture Slide – 2 Peter 1:20-21 TNIV (highlight verse)

3. Scripture Slide – John 14:1 (highlight verse)

4. Scripture Slide – John 14:5 (highlight verse)

5. Scripture Slide – John 14:6-7 (highlight verse)

6. Scripture Slide – John 14:9-11 (highlight verse)

7. Scripture Slide – John 14:18-21 (highlight verse)

8. Scripture Slide – Deuteronomy 6:4 ESV (highlight verse)
Scripture
John 14:1-31 (NRSV)
1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 
25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; 31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us be on our way. 
Sermon Outline 
Introduction 
1. It is one of life’s great mysteries why things work out the way they do. As Christians we believe in a good God who is kind and merciful. Yet life often gives us reasons to question that understanding of who God is. Throughout human history God has turned up in surprising and unexpected ways. Many of his promises have been fulfilled in ways that the prophets who spoke them could never have expected, “no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20-21 TNIV). Easter is one of those examples of where God shaped events in a surprising manner. On Sunday we talked about how the Jews were expecting the Messiah to be a military leader, but Jesus came to deliver them not from Rome but from the evil within them. 



2. Read John 14:1-31



3. Here Jesus is speaking to his disciples. They had been with Him for three years travelling around Israel, but they still didn’t understand God’s plan. They were still pretty confused. You would think after three years of being with Jesus day after day they would have understood. But spiritual things are not straight forward for any of us to understand. Today we’re going to look at three things the disciples asked Jesus as he talked to them the night before he died.  


Thomas: Where are you going?
1. At the end of the previous chapter in John, Jesus has just prophesised that Peter would betray Him three times. And it is into that immediate context that Jesus’ first words in this chapter are spoken, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me” (verse 1).  That’s a big call and an amazing display of grace for Jesus to say ‘Peter, you are going to betray me, but God’s plan is still going to be fulfilled’. This sets the tone for everything Jesus is about to say. He knows his death is going to take the disciples by surprise, he knows the time is going to be very difficult for them, and that their faith is going to be rocked. So he sets out to comfort and encourage them. What amazing love on the eve of his death.


2. Jesus tells them that he is going to prepare a place for them in the Father’s house. And that He will come back and take them to be with Him. He tells them that they know the way to that place. At this point Thomas asks his question, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” (verse 5). How often do we feel this way in our own lives? God leads us on a certain path, we can’t see much of where we are going, the atmosphere is foggy and we don’t know whether we are coming or whether we are going! Thomas’ question here is the question we all ask in similar circumstances, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”


3. And to this question, Jesus responds “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him” (verses 6-7). This is another of those God twists. For millennia the Israelites had believed that the way you have relationship with God is by obeying the law. That was their “way”. Here Jesus says that instead the way to know God is to know Jesus. He introduces a trinitarian spirituality which is enabled by God and has its end in God.

Philip: Show us the Father
1. We can understand why the disciples were confused; this was a new way of thinking. But can you hear Philip’s heart when he says to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied”.  Jesus had just promised that they could have relationship with the Father through Him, so Philip took Him at His word and asked Jesus to show them the Father. 


2. Jesus then goes on to explain further the way in which Jesus reveals the Father to us. Again this was a surprise to the disciples, it was not what they were expecting. “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me” (verses 9-11). 


3. Can you see them all sitting there with furrowed brows, scratching their heads, concentrating really hard trying to understand what Jesus is on about?? Philip was probably expecting a “spiritual” revelation of God. But what Jesus gave them instead, the God Twist on their expectation, was an incarnate and embodied revelation of God. Jesus tells them that the Father indwells Jesus so when you’ve seen Jesus you’ve seen the Father. Furthermore, the work Jesus has been doing has been done by the Father that dwells in Him. So if you’ve been ministered to by Jesus, then you’ve been ministered to by the Father. Which is rather spiritual when you think about it; but it came to them in a very human package, the person of Jesus Himself. 

Judas (Not Iscariot): Why won’t you reveal yourself to the world?
1. It gets more surprising as we move along. Jesus knew that He would be going shortly, He knew that His people needed what He had. So He promised to send the Holy Spirit to pick up where Jesus left off. “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them” (verses 18-21).


2. In the way that the Father indwelt Jesus, Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit will indwell his disciples. After two thousand years of a trinitarian understanding of God this might not seem that remarkable. But in this passage Jesus is revealing the inner workings of the Godhead. And more than just understanding, Jesus is inviting them to participate in that life of God by being indwelt by the Holy Spirit (who is God) in the same way that the Father (who is God) indwelt Jesus (who is God). 



3. From the perspective of monotheistic Jews who recited the Shema prayer each day, “Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4 ESV), the revelation of God as a triune being, one God but three persons must have been a real shock. Even now start talking about the trinity and how it all works and we get confused. What Jesus shows us here about God is that God Himself is “the Twist”. He eludes all our categories, all our theology, all our understanding and knowledge. Even as we grasp pieces of who He is, all of who He is, is still beyond us. He’s a puzzle that will take all of eternity to solve, and even in eternity we will never have Him all figured out. 


4. Invite people to the Mercy Seat / Response
a. Those who feel lost and need a revelation of Jesus
b. Those who feel deep hunger for God that is yet unfulfilled and need a (greater) revelation of Jesus
c. Those who need a greater revelation of who God is, and yet how much more there is to know

