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GOOD FRIDAY
John 19:16–37

Good Friday is a very reflective day, one that is more solemn than others leading up to Easter. It is helpful for Good Friday to have a separate space and activity for children right from the start of the service. This is often also a slightly shorter service than normal. Below you will find an outline with some suggestions for a short kids’ church lesson. 

CONNECTING IN: 
Pass the parcel with a twist…
For this game, you need to create a pass the parcel, however, instead of having a prize in the final layer, leave it empty just like each of the other layers.  
Explain to the children that today we are going to play a game of pass the parcel. Play some music and build up a lot of excitement as the game begins, getting the children to anticipate who might win the game and what might be in the middle of the parcel. Continue this until the last layer is opened.

Link: ‘Today we played a game of pass the parcel with a rather sad and disappointing twist.

· When we started the game I wonder what you thought would happen.
· Did anybody expect that there would be no prize inside the final layer?

· How did you (the child who opened the last layer) feel when there wasn’t a prize inside the parcel?

‘Sometimes we feel like we know exactly what is going to happen. This might be because we are familiar with something—like how this game is normally played—and what happens. Sometimes because of what we know, we have expectations of other things, for example, when we eat a banana it will taste like a banana or when we go to the zoo we will see animals in enclosures etc. Sometimes we even have a mental picture of what we think is going to happen—this is what we call ‘expectations’. 

‘Today is Good Friday and, as a church, we gather to remember what Jesus did for us by dying on the cross. Jesus was crucified (put to death on a cross) by some really mean people who wanted to hurt him. Even though Jesus had talked to the disciples about what was going to happen to him, it was not what they were expecting and they were surprised: just like you were at the end of the game today. 
‘The disciples (like many others) thought that Jesus had come to rescue them by being like a king who would help them to overthrow their enemies. As they got to know Jesus and the way he lived and loved people, they began to understand that he was a very different sort of king but they still did not expect him to die in this way, it was completely unexpected for them. 
‘This is a twist in the story, something they did not see coming. Today, we are going to explore some other times when God has done unexpected things in our lives and in the lives of those that are recorded in the Bible.’
THE MAIN THING: 
Unexpected…
‘I wonder if you have ever thought you knew exactly what was about to happen, and then out of nowhere something completely different occurred. (Allow the children some time to respond with their own experiences; it would also be good for you to have an example to share at this point.)
‘I am sure you have all experienced this feeling when you have been watching a movie. Some movies you can easily work out what is happening in the story and where things might be heading but at other times there might be a movie that we think we know what is going to happen in the story, but then there is a twist, and suddenly you have no idea how it is all going to end. 

· Is there a movie or story that you have read or heard that you can think of that has a big twist?

‘Not knowing how things are going to turn out after something unexpected has happened can often leave us worried or scared. I imagine that on Good Friday fear of the unknown might be how the disciples and all the people that welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem might have been feeling—worried about what was going to happen now that Jesus was seemingly gone. 

‘Last week, we talked about how the excited crowd on Palm Sunday thought that Jesus was going to be the king that would rescue them and defeat their enemies. Instead, Jesus was a different sort of king that, now, had been put to death, and they were really sad about his death. This was a big twist that nobody saw coming. No one thought that God would let his only son be treated like this. 

‘It’s not only in the story of Jesus and Good Friday that we see unexpected things happen. Earlier, we thought about things that might have happened for us personally that we did not expect, and also things that have happened in movies that we did not see coming. There are lots of ‘twists’ in everyday life and also in people’s experiences recorded in the Bible. We are going to explore a few of these situations to see when God might have answered prayer or responded or guided someone in an unexpected way. ‘
During this section it would be good to break into small groups with each one focusing on a different Bible passage. Provide each group with some butchers paper and textas to help them explore these passages. Get the children in the groups to respond to the questions below and then to come back and share their findings with the rest of the group.
· Daniel 3 (The fiery furnace)
· Luke 19:1–10 (Zacchaeus)
· Daniel 6 (The lions’ den)
· Luke 10:25–37 (The good Samaritan)
· I wonder what stands out for you in these verses.
· What is important to notice about the story? Why?

· I wonder if you can see what the unexpected twist is in this Bible passage.
· Imagine if this was your story, how do you think you would have responded in this situation?
· What do we learn about God or ourselves from these stories?
‘Even though there might be times when we are unsure and even worried about what is going to happen, it is important to remember the following verse that reminds us that God is with us wherever we go. Joshua was worried about what was going to happen after Moses died, but God commanded him to be strong and courageous because he would be with Joshua always.’ 
‘Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, 

for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.’
Joshua 1:9
TYING IN: 
Twisting prayers…
For this activity you will need to cut out some large circles from some light cardboard, this can be just white card or you might like to use some coloured card. To create the prayers, each child will need to draw a spiral in their circle, starting from the inside and moving out. Once drawn, get them to write a prayer around their spiral, and then cut along the lines they have drawn. They will then have a twisting prayer. You might like to punch a hole in the middle and tie some string so that they can hang their prayer somewhere.
‘God is always listening to us, just like he listened to the disciples.
· You might like to pray for something that you are uncertain about or worried about what will happen. 

· You might like to add Joshua 1:9 to the spiral to remind you that even when things happen that are unexpected, God is with us.

· You might like to pray for some other people you know that are worried about particular situations.

· When you have finished writing/drawing your prayer, spend some time sharing it with God.’ 
When everyone is finished, join together in a circle and give the children the opportunity to share what they have prayed about.

Have a leader share a prayer with the group to finish, remembering Jesus on Good Friday and that even though what happened was unexpected, it was still within God’s plan. Good Friday seemed not so good, but Sunday was coming and God knew the biggest twist in history was about to happen!
