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How to Use This Outline

The emphasis of this outline is on the exegetical material for the chosen passage. The emphasis of this sermon is on the following issues:
· The Cross Reveals Who God Is
· The Cross Reveals That God Suffers
· The Cross Reveals That God Suffers Because He Loves
The outline will need to be customised and contextualised by each Corps Officer for the congregation to whom the sermon will be preached:
· Adding appropriate illustrations that will connect with the specific congregation

· Modifying language to be appropriate to the socio-cultural setting of the Corps
· Modifying sermon style if you prefer a topical rather than expository sermon style

· You may also wish to make the application more specific to your context.

PowerPoint slides have been provided for the following:

1. Title Slide – Introducing the Sermon
2. Scripture Slide – Romans 8:31-32 (highlight verse)

3. Scripture Slide – Revelation 13:8 (highlight verse)

Scripture
John 19:16-37 (NRSV)
16 Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; 17 and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24 So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfil what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.”

25 And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfil the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

31 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. 35 (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) 36 These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” 37 And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

Sermon Outline 
Introduction 
1. It is one of life’s great mysteries why things work out the way they do. As Christians we believe in a good God who is kind and merciful. Yet life often gives us reasons to question that understanding of who God is. Throughout human history God has turned up in surprising and unexpected ways. Many of his promises have been fulfilled in ways that the prophets who spoke them could never have expected, “no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20-21 TNIV). 

2. Easter is one of those examples of where God shaped events in a surprising manner. On Sunday we talked about how the Jews were expecting the Messiah to be a military leader, but Jesus came to deliver them not from Rome but from the evil within them. On Maundy Thursday about how Jesus reshaped Christian spirituality to have an understanding of a God who is three persons with one essence. Today we come to probably the most surprising thing in all of history. On Good Friday God was crucified. 


3. Read John 19:16-37

The Cross Reveals Who God Is
1. The starting point for understanding the significance of Easter is remembering what we celebrate at Christmas… that in Jesus God became one of us. Jesus truly was (and is) human and he truly was (and is) God. If we look at the cross as just the death of a man, it is tragic. But when you hold on to the fact that this was God Himself who was crucified it shows us something significant about who God is. 


2. Moltmann says that “When Jesus is called the ‘image of the invisible God’, the meaning is that this is God, and God is like this[:]


God is not greater than he is in this humiliation. 

God is not more glorious than he is in this self-surrender. 

God is not more powerful than he is in this helplessness. 

God is not more divine than he is in this humanity. 

The nucleus of everything that Christian theology says about ‘God’ is to be found in this Christ event”
.

3. When we look at the cross we see God as He truly is. Sometimes the church has taken on non-Christian ideas about who God is. Yesterday we looked at the Trinitarian nature of God, which says something quite different about who God is than non-trinitarian monotheism does. Another idea that has slipped into Christian thinking that is not adequate is the “apathy” of God… that God is above and beyond feelings, that He cannot be moved by anything beyond Himself. This makes God into a distant and harsh authority figure. The cross turns that idea completely on its head.

The Cross Reveals That God Suffers
1. If the cross shows us what God is really like, then it shows us that God suffers. When Jesus died, it was not the angry retribution of “God” against a poor man who played scapegoat for humanity. When Jesus died, Jesus suffered, which means that God suffered and died for us all. This was the free choice of the trinity to pour themselves out for us in self-giving love. 


2. “The Son suffers dying, the Father suffers the death of the Son. The grief of the Father here is just as important as the death of the Son. The Fatherlessness of the Son is matched by the Sonlessness of the Father, and if God has constituted himself as the Father of Jesus Christ, then also he suffers the death of his Fatherhood in the death of the Son”
.

3. Romans 8:31-32 talks about this self-giving of the trinity, “What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else?” The Father gave up his only Son for us, the Son submitted to death for us, what more can God do to show us the reality of His love for us?

The Cross Reveals That God Suffers Because He Loves
1. This is the heart of the paradox of Easter, the “God Twist”. God from before the foundation of the world knew that we would turn against Him, and yet because of love He willing chose to suffer because of His love for us. Revelation 13:8 refers to Jesus as “the lamb slain from the foundation of the world”. The suffering and death of God began when He chose to create us, knowing we would rebel. 

2. “God is unconditional love, because he takes on himself grief at the contradiction in [humanity] and does not angrily suppress this contradiction. God allows himself to be forced out. God suffers, God allows himself to be crucified and is crucified, and in this consummates his unconditional love that is so full of hope”
.


3. “God takes [humanity] so seriously that he suffers under the actions of [humanity] and can be injured by them. At the heart of this prophetic proclamation there stands the certainty that God is interested in the world to the point of suffering” 
.


4. The reason we have difficulty understanding the cross is because we struggle to love. So many of us have been hurt that we shut down our hearts to some extent. We setup barriers so that people can’t get close, so that we do not risk being hurt again. So we don’t understand why God would put Himself in the position of being so universally rejected, and thus heartbroken. 1 John 4:8 says that “God is love”. The entirety of who God is, is love. For that to be true means that He must open Himself up to suffering, because He must risk rejection. The “…more one loves, the more one is open and becomes receptive to happiness and sorrow. Therefore the one who loves becomes vulnerable, can be hurt and disappointed”
.

5. The cross is the ultimate demonstration of God’s willingness to suffer because He loves us. This is the ultimate “God Twist”, the ultimate unexpected hope! We are so used to love with limits, love with agendas, love with strings attached. But God never wanted slaves, He wanted a family—those who would freely choose to love Him in return. He is willing to go to any length for that, which is what the cross demonstrates so graphically.

Conclusion
1. Julian of Norwich in the fourteenth century had a vision of Christ’s crucifixion and Jesus said to her, “'Are you well satisfied that I suffered for you?' I said: 'Yes, good Lord, all my thanks to you; yes, good Lord, blessed may you be'. Then Jesus our good Lord said: 'If you are satisfied, I am satisfied. It is a joy, a bliss, an endless delight to me that ever I suffered my Passion for you; and if I could suffer more, I would suffer more'”.


2. Seen in the light of the relationship between love and suffering this is a profound statement of God’s love for us. “What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else?” (Romans 8:31-32). This is what Easter means, it is the complete self-giving of Godself to humanity. 

3. Invite people to the Mercy Seat / Response
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