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How to Use This Outline

The emphasis of this outline is on the exegetical material for the chosen passage. The emphasis of this sermon is on the following issues:
· Jesus’ resurrection changes everything
· We have been raised with Christ
· How should we then live?
The outline will need to be customised and contextualised by each Corps Officer for the congregation to whom the sermon will be preached:
· Adding appropriate illustrations that will connect with the specific congregation

· Modifying language to be appropriate to the socio-cultural setting of the Corps
· Modifying sermon style if you prefer a topical rather than expository sermon style

· You may also wish to make the application more specific to your context.

PowerPoint slides have been provided for the following:

1. Title Slide – Introducing the Sermon
2. Scripture Slide(s) – Luke 24: 13-35 (whole passage)

3. Scripture Slide(s) – Colossians 3:1-11 (whole passage)

4. Scripture Slide – 2 Timothy 2:11; Romans 6:8 (highlight verse)
5. Scripture Slide – Colossians 3:1-3 (highlight verse)
6. Scripture Slide – Colossians 3:9b-10 (highlight verse)

7. Scripture Slide – Colossians 3:11 (highlight verse)
Scripture
Colossians 3:1-11 (ESV)
1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 

Luke 24: 13-35 (ESV)

13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!" 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.
Sermon Outline 
Introduction 
1. In times of difficulty and trouble we need more than ever to have a clear view of who Jesus is. These last few years have furnished many reasons to make us fear; from the long list of natural disasters that have ransacked large portions of the world, to the dire financial situation that the world’s markets are in. When things get tough like this, it can be difficult to know where our footing will be secure. What can we stand on that will eclipse the chaos and turmoil of our lives?

2. This Victory by the Cross series looks at the only security we really have, that Jesus has completely defeated the forces of evil that wage war against his kingdom. Any trouble that the devil and his forces give us now is only the guerrilla warfare of a defeated enemy. And God has promised to crush Satan under our feet (Romans 16:20).

3. Today is Easter Sunday, the day we remember the resurrection of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. As we have seen over the past week, Jesus is victorious over the forces of evil. Firstly, by virtue of his role as Creator he was already head over all principalities and powers. Secondly, in the crucifixion he disarmed Satan by removing our sins as a weapon for Satan to use against us. Jesus’ resurrection adds another level to this victory. Let’s read about that amazing Sunday morning...

4. Read Luke 24: 13-35 

Jesus’ Resurrection Changes Everything
1. Can you imagine how Jesus’ disciples were feeling that weekend? We read here in Luke that some of them decided to leave Jerusalem. They had believed that Jesus would be the one to redeem Israel from Roman occupation. But now Jesus was dead, they had given up, and so there wasn’t much sense in sticking around. The new kingdom reality they had dreamed of had died with Jesus. So they walked away.

2. They didn’t yet understand all that Jesus’ death meant, and they certainly weren’t expecting him to return from the dead. Some of the women who followed Jesus had gone out to the tomb and found it empty that same morning. They had seen angels who told them that Jesus was alive. The women had told the other disciples, who also found the tomb empty. But they still couldn’t believe that Jesus wasn’t dead anymore.

3. Jesus meets these two disciples out on the road to a village called Emmaus. They didn’t know it was him, but when they told him about what had happened over the past few days, he rebuked them saying, “’O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?’ And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself” (verses 25-27).

4. After this Jesus revealed himself to them when he broke bread with them. “The stranger first startles them by taking the place of master at their own table, but on proceeding to that act which reproduced the whole scene of the last Supper, a rush of associations and recollections disclosed their guest, and He stood confessed before their astonished gaze—their risen Lord!”
. 

5. When they realised the truth, that Jesus really was alive, it changed everything. Instead of leaving and turning away from Jerusalem and the company of the other disciples, that same hour they returned to Jerusalem. THE RESURRECTION CHANGED EVERYTHING! Jesus could still be the one to redeem Israel. The plan was back on track... 

We Have Been Raised With Christ
1. Sometimes it can seem like Jesus’ resurrection was good news for him, but how does it really affect us? How is Jesus’ resurrection good news for us? How does Jesus’ resurrection change everything for us?

2. Read Colossians 3:1-11


3. This passage from Colossians says that we have been raised with Christ. 2 Timothy 2:11 says, “If we have died with him, we will also live with him”. Similarly, in Romans 6:8, Paul says “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him”. We share in Jesus’ resurrection, just as we share in his death. He died for us, but he was also raised for us. 

4. Salvation comes to us from all of Jesus’ existence; it all has significance for salvation. His pre-existence, his incarnation, his life and teachings, his death, his resurrection, his ascension and his second-coming all contribute to the salvation we enjoy in him. Today we emphasise how his resurrection contributes to our salvation.


5. Colossians tells us that if we have been raised with Christ, that we should seek the things above, because that’s where Christ is—seated at God’s right hand, that is as God’s 2IC, and as our high-priest who intercedes to the Father for us—our life is now hidden with Christ in God. This effectively means that we get to live out a heavenly life on earth. This is another dimension of the Victory by the Cross; because of this we get to live a different kind of life. 


6. Do you remember in the Lord’s Prayer where it says “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”? That’s what Paul is getting at here in Colossians. There will come a time when that prayer will be completely fulfilled, when God dwells on earth, when as Revelation 21:3-4 says, “’Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” However, we can live our lives today in this reality. What might that look like?

How Should We Then Live?
1. Colossians tells us that in light of all this we should put to death what is earthly in us and put on the new self “which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator” (verses 5, 10). Paul lists off a number of things that belong to the earthly nature: “sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry... anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth”. These are the natural behaviours of the old nature. That old nature has died with Christ, and our in the resurrection with him have no place. Jesus’ resurrection gives us victory over our old nature, and power to live in a new way.


2. Those behaviours are to be replaced with the characteristics we learn from God. Putting on the new self comes about through “being renewed in knowledge after the image of the creator” (verse 10). Instead of those earthly traits, we should emulate the character of Jesus. Have we experienced Jesus’ love? Then we should likewise love. Have we experienced Jesus’ generosity? Then we should likewise be generous. Whatever we have experienced and know of who God is, we should then seek to work into our own character. All of this is empowered by the resurrection, our victory over the old nature is through Jesus’ resurrection; not our own efforts.


3. Paul then goes on to emphasise that in this matter; there is no division between different groups of people. Everyone can grow more and more into the image of God, showing his character on the earth. Paul lists a number of groups that once were divided, people that rejected one another: “Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all” (verse 11). It doesn’t matter who you are, if you have died with Christ, and been raised with Christ, then “Christ is all, and in all”. 
 
Conclusion
1. Today is Easter Sunday, the day we remember the resurrection of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. As we have seen over the past week, Jesus is victorious over the forces of evil. Firstly, by virtue of his role as Creator he was already head over all principalities and powers. Secondly, in the crucifixion he disarmed Satan by removing our sins as a weapon for Satan to use against us. Jesus’ resurrection adds another level to this victory.  


2. Jesus’ resurrection gives us power to put off the old nature and live lives that reflect the life of Jesus. This victory over the old nature comes about through God’s empowering, not our own human efforts. We can live lives of victory now because of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We can win the battles against our old nature. We can win the battles against dark spiritual forces. 


3. The Victory has been won by Jesus; any trouble that the devil and his forces give us now is only the guerrilla warfare of a defeated enemy. And God has promised to crush Satan under our feet (Romans 16:20). This means we have no reason to fear the forces of evil, because God is in control and he loves us. Similarly, the victory over the old nature has also been won by Jesus; God has given us the power to overcome!


4. Invite people to the Mercy Seat / Response
� Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, A. R. Fausset et al., A Commentary, Critical and Explanatory, on the Old and New Testaments (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), Lk 24:30–31.





