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I want to know Christ
Palm Sunday - Matthew 21:1-11 (The Triumphal Entry)

I Want To Know Christ Series
The theme for this sermon series is “I want to know Christ” and concentrates on our identification with Christ in his death and resurrection, and in the paradox of His greatness and triumph in His self-emptying (kenosis). The outline for the series comes from Philippians 3:8-11 with the following emphases:
· Palm Sunday – King on a Donkey

· Maundy Thursday – Christ as the Lord who serves

· Good Friday – Christ as King of the Jews, Son of God

· Resurrection Sunday – Christ as First-fruits of the Resurrection
How to Use This Outline

The emphasis of this outline is on the exegetical material for the chosen passage. It seeks to introduce the series as well as cover the material for Palm Sunday. The emphasis of this sermon is on the following issues:
· Series Introduction – Knowing Christ, “the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings”

· What is a King? What kind of King / Messiah were the Jews expecting?

· How is Jesus a different kind of King? He is the legitimate King, but He comes in meekness.

· How does this challenge our understanding of Jesus? Who is this Jesus? He is a King who “rocks our world” by dashing our human expectations. 
The outline will need to be customised and contextualised by each Corps Officer for the congregation to whom the sermon will be preached:
· Adding appropriate illustrations that will connect with the specific congregation

· Modifying language to be appropriate to the socio-cultural setting of the Corps
· Modifying sermon style if you prefer a topical rather than expository sermon style

· You may also wish to make the application more specific to your context.

PowerPoint slides have been provided for the following:

· Theme Slide – Title Slide for this Sermon – Slide 1
· Scripture Slide – Mt 21:1-11 (whole passage) – Slides 2-3
· Scripture Slide – Mt 21:5 (highlight verse) – Slide 4
· Scripture Slide – Mt 21:10-11 (highlight verses) – Slide 5
· Blank Slide – which you can customise if you wish – Slide 6
Palm Sunday

Key passage - Matthew 21:1-11 (NIV)
1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away." 

 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

 5"Say to the Daughter of Zion, 

      'See, your king comes to you, 

   gentle and riding on a donkey, 

      on a colt, the foal of a donkey.' " 

 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

   "Hosanna to the Son of David!" 

   "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 

   "Hosanna in the highest!" 

 10When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is this?" 

 11The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee."

Sermon Outline – King on a Donkey
Introduction 
1. Around AD 61-63 the apostle Paul sat in his Roman prison. Since his conversion he had given up all of his status. Before his conversion he was a top-class Jew. He was circumcised, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews. He was a member of the party of Pharisees who held the law in high regard. He had loved the law so much that he had even persecuted the church. As far as the law went, he was faultless
. Sitting in that prison, having lost everything, he had nothing to rejoice about, and yet whilst awaiting his martyrdom he wrote these stirring words:

“I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.” (Philippians 3:8-11)

2. What was it about Christ that led Paul to give up everything he had worked for under the law? What had he glimpsed of the Lord on the road to Damascus? What made Paul willing to suffer persecution for Christ’s sake? How could he wish to know Christ so deeply that he wanted to share in Christ sufferings, to become like Christ in his death, and to join with Christ in his resurrection?


3. This Easter series will focus on coming to know Christ through his Easter journey. From his triumphal entry on Palm Sunday, through his last night with his disciples, to his crucifixion, and finally to his resurrection. In each of these gospel stories we will glimpse the beauty of the Lord; who is a King who rides a donkey, a King who washes his disciples feet, a King who dies for those who hate Him, and a King that rises victoriously from death. He is a King that defies our expectations; whose power is in powerlessness and service. 

King on a Donkey

1. What do you think of when you hear the term “King”? What defines a King in your thinking? Usually we think of Kings as wielding great power, and having great wealth and fame. They may also be commanders over great armies, much as the President of the U.S. is commander in chief of the U.S. troops. 


a. For the Jewish people, the term King as applied to the Messiah implied a political ruler. They had waited a long time, and were eagerly anticipating a King who would arrive in glory and free them from Roman oppression. They longed for a King like King David who would bring a new golden age to Israel. They eagerly anticipated this, and their prophets had long proclaimed a coming Messiah who would be God’s chosen one to free them.


b. So imagine this is what you understand a King to be. Imagine you have seen the triumphs of various Roman generals, who would spend days celebrating their victories over other peoples. They would come into Rome with captives from the peoples they had overcome who would become their slaves. These parades sometimes went on for days. Imagine this is your understanding of victory and kingship… Imagine this is the King you are waiting for, essentially a warlord who will lead Israel’s armies to victory. Imagine you are a political revolutionary, part of a terrorist group known as the Zealots; imagine the kind of King you would be expecting… Imagine your people are oppressed and you have had enough… Imagine your anger, imagine your desire for a powerful King who would exact revenge on your oppressors… 


2. Now observe Jesus. He rides into Jerusalem on a donkey. He comes gentle and riding on a donkey. In this he fulfils the prophecy of Zechariah:

Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'



a. The Jews probably thought, ‘So far, so good; this fulfils the messianic prophecy’. Surely now Jesus will rise up against the Romans? Right? Call upon his armies of angels? Right? Fight on Israel’s behalf against her enemies? Right? Jesus could have come with an army of angels and have forced submission to his will. This is what the Zealot terrorist group were hoping for. This is what all Israel’s hopes for freedom from the Romans were based on
. 


b. But instead Jesus chose gentleness, meekness
. Earlier when he had taught his disciples he said, “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth”
, and here we have Jesus “walking the talk” as it were, showing us that kingship and victory is in meekness and gentleness
.

3. There are two words that are used in Greek to describe kings; basileus and tyrannos. The word Matthew uses here is basileus which means a lawful or legitimate king, tyrannos indicates an illegitimate ruler
. If Jesus were to take power in the way the Zealots desired, he would have to use methods, probably violent methods. However Jesus is the rightful king of Israel, he has been appointed by God as the King of Israel. He does not have to take power with violent means; Jesus is no tyrant (tyrannos)—rather He is meek, gentle (πραΰς praÿs). 

a. In Hebrew thought πραΰς praÿs means “poor, afflicted, humble”, “those without rights, the oppressed, those who were cheated, exploited and cursed”
 Eventually the term came to mean just not the materially destitute but became “the self-chosen religious title of those who in deep need and difficulty humbly seek help from Yahweh”
. In Zechariah 9:9 which Matthew quotes in this passage, the term is a title of honour for the Messiah
. Matthew is stressing the human humility of the Messiah
.

b. This image of meekness as poverty and oppression is confirmed by Jesus riding a donkey. Jesus “rides the animal used by the socially insignificant... Although rulers of Israel had ridden asses at an earlier period in history… the horse was the appropriate mount for the mighty… The ass was the appropriate mount for one who comes on a mission of peace”
. 
Who Is This? This is Jesus

1. Given the sharp contrast between the Jews expectations of the messiah and Jesus’ clear messianic claims through the fulfilment of Zechariah’s messianic prophecy in Zech 9:9, it is not surprising that “the whole city was stirred and asked, ‘Who is this?’"


a. The word that Matthew uses for “stirred” comes from a Greek word (σείω seiō ) that is related to our English word “seismic” which as we know is related to the shaking we experience during earthquakes
. This is not just a gentle “stirring” that the Jewish people experienced that day; rather it refers to an earthquake-like shaking. An equivalent contemporary expression would be that Jesus “rocked their world”; their expectations and the reality of Jesus greatly agitated them.


b. σείω seiō is also often used in apocalyptic to refer to eschatological events, particularly God coming to judge the world. Matthew is clearly emphasising the eschatological aspect of Jesus’ fulfilment of messianic prophecy in his entry to Jerusalem
. 



2. This led them to the question of “WHO is this??” From the Jewish perspective, they would be perplexed. There was the clear fulfilment of messianic prophecy, and yet this person was not what they were expecting. Jesus was not what they were expecting. Jesus only rarely openly claimed to be the messiah, and yet his ministry was full of messianic actions. His actions forced his observers, and us today, to ask “WHO is this??” 

a. “WHO is this??” is the question that we each must ask, and answer in regards to Jesus. It is the central question of faith. It defines our understanding of Christ’s role in the world, which in turn shapes how we understand our place in His plans.


b. “WHO is this??” is the question that Paul was seeking to answer in saying “I want to know Christ” (Phil 3:10).


c. “WHO is this??” This is Jesus. The King on a Donkey. The meek King. The King of the poor and oppressed. The King that defies our expectations. The King who rules through powerlessness. 

Application
1. Since Jesus has taught that the meek shall inherit the kingdom (Mt 5:5) and has himself lived that out until death what does that mean for how we live our lives, and how we use power? Do we seek power and control? Or do we trust God to rule and instead serve others?


2. When we are in positions of authority, how do we wield that power? Are we autocratic like the Roman generals we discussed earlier? Or do we wield our power in meekness? Are we gentle with those under our authority?


3. Christians are often stereotyped as judgemental and controlling. Does this line-up with the picture that we have here of Jesus? Was Jesus, the gentle King on a donkey judgemental and controlling? What do we need to do grow into the likeness of our gentle King on a donkey?
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