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Dedication &

Thanksgiving

Ceremonies




So you'd like to know more about a Dedication or
Thanksgiving Ceremony for your child.

We are so glad that you are reading this because this is a special time for
your family and as a faith community we want to support you. We believe
that every child is a gift from God, and these ceremonies allow you to give
thanks, and if appropriate, commit to raising your child in a Jesus centred
home with the support the faith community.

Dedication Ceremony
For Christian families wanting to make meaningful Christian promises around
the raising of their child in a Jesus centred home.

Thanksgiving Ceremony

For families that wish to give thanks to God for the gift of their child but not
ready to make the commitment that is in the Dedication Ceremony.

The Bible reminds us often about how important children were to Jesus:

"Peolo/e were bringing little children to Jesus for

him to In/ace his hands on them, but the disci/o/es

rebuked them When Jesus saw this, he was
ina/ignanf He said to them, Let the little children

come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
/e/'nga’om of God be/ongs to such as these. Tru/_tj [
fell you, anyone who will not receive the /einga/om
of God like a little child will never enter it. And
he fook the children in his arms, placed his hands

on them and blessed them.”
(Mark 10:13-16)

\ v -, As part of the ceremony, you will be
gifted a certificate to remind you of the
promises made.



We encourage you to invite your family & friends, those who support you,
and will continue to support you beyond the ceremony. Whilst you as a
parent/caregiver are making this step, these people make a commitment to
support and encourage your family as well as support your child in their faith
development journey.

What does support look like?

We understand that support is not only needed as you take these steps in
giving thanks for your precious child, but as the child grows and develops,
and especially as they start to explore what faith might look like for them.

As part of this process, we welcome your family into our First Steps ministry,
which covers activities that have engagement with children 0-5 years, such
as mainly music, playgroup and pre-school Sunday School (Kids Church).
Through this ministry, our focus then moves to helping the child on their faith
journey - supporting them as they explore God and what faith means for
them, and supporting you as a family in this. We want to create a picture
based on Deuteronomy 6:5-7:

And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your
svtrengﬂ). And you must commit yourse/ves who/ehear*eo//y to these commands that |
am giving you *oc/ay. Eepem‘ them again and aga/'n fo your children. Talk about them
when you are at home and when you are on the road. when you are going to bed and

when you are 9e7t7ting u/o.'

What now?

If you are interested in exploring this
further, please speak to whoever gave
you this brochure, or the Corps Officer
as they will be the one who will meet
with you to discuss the ceremony and
what'’s involved.
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I praise you, 6od, because I am fearfully and

wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know
that full well. Psalm 139:14 (NIV)
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