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finished, staple or s cky tape the crown together at the
back ready for the children to wear.
PainƟng: You can set up this pain ng ac vity with
whatever items you like, e.g. easel or paper on the table,
fat or thin brushes or sponges and you might like to
have some Christmas stencils for the children to paint
over. You might like to use metallic paint or paint with
gli er added. If you are pain ng on paper on the table
you can provide the children with gli er shakers to add
sparkle to their pain ngs. Encourage the children to
paint something that makes them think of Christmas. As
they are pain ng, ask them about their picture and why
it reminds them of Christmas.
Basic Biscuits: For this ac vity you will need the recipe
below, the ingredients and access to a mixer and oven.

Star: For this ac vity you will need five icy-pole s cks and
glue and gli er for the children to create each star. Begin
by pas ng the s cks together, using glue at the ends of
each s ck, to form a star. The order in which you paste
the s cks together should follow as if you were drawing
a star without li ing the pen from paper. Then, once the
s cks are held together in a star shape, place glue on the
top of the s cks and sprinkle some gli er over.
During this ac vity it is important to talk with the
children about the star that appeared at the first
Christmas to show everyone where Jesus was born.
Angels: There are many pa erns or cra supplies that
you can provide for the children in order for them to
create an angel. Below you will find one example that
you might like to use or subs tute it for your own.
For this angel ac vity you will need paper or card circles,
doilies, scissors, glue or s cky tape as well as some other
cra items to use for decora ons if you like. You will
need to cut a line into the middle of the circle and then
decorate this piece of paper or card as the dress of the
angel. Glue the two edges of the circle cut (with one side
overlapping) to form a cone shape. Cut out a small circle
for the head, decorate and paste at the top of your cone.
Cut the doily in half and paste on the back to form the
angel wings. Arms and a halo can also be added to the
angel using pipe cleaners.
While the children are crea ng their angel it is important
to talk with the children about the angels in the
Christmas story and how important they were for telling
others that Jesus had been born.
Crowns: For this ac vity you will need a long strip of
cardboard, scissors, s cky tape, stapler and glue. Cut
out triangles along one of the edges to create the shape
of a crown. Provide crayons or pastels, glue with food
colouring in it to add colour along with other cra items
that the children can use to decorate their crown. When
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Ingredients: 125g bu er (so ened), ½ cup caster sugar,
½ teaspoon vanilla extract, 1 egg, 2 cups plain flour,
1 teaspoon baking powder, 1 tablespoon milk and an
electric mixer.
1. Preheat oven to 180°C. Line two baking trays with
baking paper.
2. Using an electric mixer, beat bu er, sugar and vanilla
in a small bowl un l pale and creamy. Add egg and
mix un l well combined.
3. Get the children to use Christmas-shaped cookie
cu ers to cut out shapes and place on the baking
paper.
4. Bake for 12 to 15 minutes, swapping trays over in
the oven a er 10 minutes, or un l biscuits are light
golden. Allow to cool on trays for five minutes.
Transfer to wire racks to cool completely.
5. You may like to have some green, red and white
icing, and smar es or lollies ready for children to
decorate the biscuits.
Cooking with children is always fun and a great learning
experience for them. It gives lots of opportuni es to talk
about the topic for the week as you put together your
recipe. Depending on me you have available, you may
like to make the biscuits before the program and just
get the children to decorate the biscuits, or perhaps use
some premade cookie dough available in supermarkets.
Please be aware of any allergies that children might have
in your group.

Pin the star on the Christmas tree: For this game you
will need to draw, paint or have a printed image of a
Christmas tree that you can s ck up on a wall in your
space. Instead of the tradi onal tail that you are pinning
on a donkey we will be encouraging the children to place
a cardboard star (cut out prior to the game) on top of the
Christmas tree.

Playdough or Paper Magiclay: Have some playdough
or paper magiclay set out on a table. Encourage the
children to create something that reminds them of
Christmas. Talk with the children as they are making their
crea ons and asking ques ons about why that reminds
them of Christmas and what else they might love about
Christmas.
Dress Up Corner: Provide a variety of clothes for the
dress up area that will help the children to engage in
the story of the na vity. Your church might already have
some dress ups that you can access or you can be easily
crea ve with sheets, tea towels, string and tablecloths.
It would also be good to have available some stuﬀed
animals, a doll and a basket for the manger. It would be
good to chat to the children about the characters from
m
the story as they engage in their play.
Book Area: For both weeks provide a variety of
Christmas books (including some of those listed in the
‘Story Spot’) for children to explore. You may like to
have the area decorated with Christmas decora ons,
or have a na vity scene set up that can be played with
while the children are engaging with the story of the first
Christmas.

Make sure that when you place the Christmas tree on
the wall it is at an appropriate height for the children to
be able to reach. You will also need a blindfold for the
children to wear while they are trying to place the star
on the top of the tree. Encourage the children that they
will be trying to place the star as close as they can to the
top of the Christmas tree. Depending on the age of your
children, you may like to guide them to find the paper
and then let them have their turn.
While the children are having their turns, it is a great
opportunity to share with them why a star might be
placed at the top of a Christmas tree and its place in the
first Christmas story.
Christmas relay: For this ac vity you will two Santa hats
and two boxes wrapped as presents. Divide your group
into two and get them to line up facing a chair that is at
the other end of the room. The child at the beginning of
the line will need to put on the Santa hat and pick up the
present and walk down to the other end of the room,
around the chair and back to the next person in the line.
They will then take oﬀ the hat, put it on the next person,
give them the gi and go to the back of the line. When
the children are finished the game it would be good to
chat to them about gi s. Gi s are a big part of Christmas
and it is great to receive a present but it is also lovely to
give a gi to someone else and watch their face light up.
Ask what one of the best presents they have received
might be.
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Christmas Cards: For this ac vity, you will need some
A4 card, a range of Christmas paper, s ckers, crayons,
pencils, foil pa y pans, gli er, pom poms and other
cra items that the children can choose from to create a
Christmas card. Ask the children to share with a parent
or leader who they would like to make their card for so
that they can help them by wri ng names etc. You might
also like to include something that the child loves about
that person, e.g. ‘You make me laugh’, ‘I love your hugs’
etc. Then the children can use the materials available to
decorate their card.
Edible Treasure Box: This ac vity can be found in ‘In
The Zone’ on page 72. You will need five rectangle sweet
biscuits (milk coﬀee biscuits), ½ cup of icing sugar, yellow
food colouring, bright lollies, jubes and chocolate coins.
1. Cut one of the biscuits in half
2. Mix up icing sugar with two teaspoons of warm
water and two or three drops of yellow food
colouring. Mix together to form a thick but
spreadable paste; add more water if necessary.
3. Ice three of the whole biscuits and the two half
biscuits (sides and lid of treasure chest) and decorate
with the lollies (jewels). Allow icing to dry.
4. Ice the top of the remaining biscuit and then place
two of the whole biscuits and the two half biscuits
around the edge of the base. Use the icing to paste
the sides together to form a rectangular chest. Allow
icing to dry. Hint: place small objects against the side
of the chest to hold them in place while they dry.
5. Fill the treasure chest with jubes (jewels) and
chocolate coins and add the lid. Beware of treasure
hunters! Yummy!
While you are crea ng this treasure box with the
children, parents or leaders it would be good to talk
about some of the treasures that you might receive at
Christmas. It would be good for you to share about the
treasure you have received in Jesus and how that makes
you feel.
You may like to send this treasure box home as a fun
ac vity to do as a family—as an extra take home spot—
where they can explore the treasures that we might
receive at Christmas.
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There are a range of Christmas books you could read
over these two weeks. Below are some sugges ons of
books that you might like to use. We suggest that you
s:
choose books that reflect the true meaning of Christmas:
Jesus.
Jed and Roy McCoy: A Christmas Story: ‘Peace on
Earth!’ Now there’s a good idea. ‘Peace in our Family!’’
You must be joking. Shepherds Jed and Roy McCoy have
been feuding for years. So what will happen when an
angel arrives announcing the birth of a baby who will
bring ‘Peace on Earth!’? I wonder if your house is every
noisy, if some mes people are grumpy or sad with
each other. Well, it is sad that these two brothers were
grumpy with each other for such a long me. I love
Christmas because it reminds me how much God loves
us no ma er who we are—he loves us all and can help us
to love each other be er too.
Song of the Stars: A Christmas Story: The en re universe
is breathless with an cipa on…the joyous news spreads
out across the fields, deserts, oceans-from stars, to trees,
to robins, to flowers. Sheep tell their young. Angels sing
to the shepherds. And together they all join in nature’s
great chorus of praise to the newborn King. The longawaited child has come…wow! Everyone is so excited
about Jesus being born—I wonder how you would
celebrate, perhaps a song or a dance, to celebrate God’s
great gi .

My Very First Christmas Story SƟcker Book: The bright,
colourful characters feature as s ckers in this story and
ac vity book. It contains a retelling of the na vity story,
with spaces le for children to fill with the appropriate
s cker to complete the story. With this story, you could
read as the children help to add the s ckers to create the
page. The book also contains ques ons that you might
like to use with the children as you read along.
Merry Christmas, Splat: It’s the night before Christmas,
and Splat wonders if this year he’s going to get the really
big present he wants. Has Splat been good enough or will
Christmas wind up ruined? This story looks at Splat the
Cat ge ng the best Christmas present ever. At the end,
Splat opens his present and says ‘It’s the best present
ever’, however, you aren’t shown what it is. This is a
great introduc on to have a discussion with the children
about presents. I wonder what you think might have
been in Splat’s present when he opened it. I wonder
what the best Christmas present ever would be for you.
Well one of the best Christmas presents I have ever
received is Jesus who was born at Christmas because he
loves me so much.

Tonight in the Palace: A Christmas Story: A royal
banquet, hoons on motor bikes and dancing with
Princess Natasha—how boring is that! If you want a
really exci ng night out join Cecil the Sheep and his
friends this Christmas on an amazing journey to meet
the newborn king! The sheep are excited when they are
told that they are to go and visit a king! But they are very
surprised when they find out that he doesn’t live in a
palace! I wonder what you would do if you could visit a
king. Even though the sheep were surprised to find the
king was a baby, they found out that he was the most
special gi of all.
God Gave us Christmas: As Li le Cub and her family
prepare to celebrate the most special day of the year,
the curious young polar bear begins to wonder, ‘Who
invented Christmas?’ Mama’s answer only leads to more
ques ons like, ‘Is God more important than Santa?’ So
she and Li le Cub head oﬀ on a polar expedi on to find
God and to see how he gave them Christmas. Along
the way, they find signs that God is at work all around
them. Through Mama’s gentle guidance, Li le Cub learns
about the very first Christmas. This story gives children
a chance to explore the wonderful gi s that God
has given to us and how much he loves us as
they explore how God gave us Christmas.

Object Story – Treasure Hunt: For this object story, you
will need to choose a book that tells the Christmas story
and to choose diﬀerent characters/objects that are in the
book you choose to read (you can choose from the list
of books above or you might have your own resources to
select from). For instance you might choose a star, Mary,
Joseph, baby Jesus, a sheep, a shepherd, a wise man and
an angel. Find pictures or objects to represent these;
you will need enough of each item for each child in yourr
group.
They will then need to be hidden around the room—
remember that these are preschool children and you will
not want to hide the items so that they are too diﬃcult
to find.
‘We are going to have a story today, a story that you are
going to help with. But first you will need to find some
items that are hidden around the room; these items are
going to help us tell the story. (It would be good to be
able to show a sheet with all the items/pictures on it so
that they know what they are looking for.) You will only
need to find one of everything: one star… one …. one …
etc.’
Let the children go exploring un l they have found their
pictures, it would be good to have as many parents or
leaders as you can to help the children find each of the
items. You might also like to have some spares in case
some items cannot be found and so that each child will
have all the pieces that they need.
‘I wonder if you think you know what story these
pictures/objects are going to help us with today.’
Read the book that you have chosen that tells the
Christmas story. While you are reading, get the children
to hold up their picture/item as each one is men oned.
You may also like to ask ques ons about that character/
item when it is men oned. For instance, you could say,
‘I wonder why God sent a star so bright… I wonder what
the shepherds might have been feeling when an angel
came to visit them… Wow, what a wonderful gi that
God gave us at Christmas to show how much he loves us.’

Christmas
Star
Jesus
Na vity
Special gi
Baby King
Treasure
Wonderful
Amazing
Yummy food
Angels
Families spending me together
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During the mat me you might like to use some bell
instruments or shakers that you have, or the children
have made to play along to some of the songs.
‘Jingle Bells’
‘Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer’
‘Silent Night’
‘Away in a Manger’
‘We Wish you a Merry Christmas’
hristmas
‘The Christmas Song’
‘No Room’
I wonder what
‘Who Was There?’
special gift I
‘Jump for joy’

might get for
Christmas...

Handprint Christmas Trees: This ac vity will need to be
done in two parts over the two weeks of the curriculum
or you can modify it if you only have me on one
week. For part one you will need each child to make a
handprint on some card using green paint (you can also
get them to add some gli er if you choose). These will
then need to be put aside un l next week when they
are dry. During the week it would be good if you had
some volunteers to roughly cut out around each of the
handprints making sure that the name is visible on each.
During the next session prayer me, create a Christmas
tree using each of the hands. Using some Blu-Tac to
hang the hands on the wall, they will need to be placed
close and slightly overlapping each other with the fingers
facing down; you will need to put more in the row on the
bo om of the tree and less in each row as you move to
the top of the tree.
Ask each of the children, one at a me, to come and add
their hand to the Christmas tree. As they are doing this,
pray for them and their family.
‘Christmas is a special me when we are reminded
about how much God loves us. Lots of mes we get to
celebrate with each other but especially out families.
‘Thank you God for …. they are a special gi for us, bless
them and their family this Christmas me.’
If some of the children are not there to add their hand to
the tree it is important to pray for them and their family
as well.

Wishing Tree: It can be very exci ng to give a gi at
Christmas me! As a family, purchase a gi that you
would like to put under the Kmart Wishing Tree. Wrap
it up together, place a tag on the gi and place it under
the tree. You might like to choose a gi for a child that is
the same age as you. Pray together for the child who will
receive this gi and for their family at Christmas me.
Ball Prayers: For this prayer ac vity, it would be good
prior to the session to decorate a plas c ball as a
Christmas bauble. You can do this the day before, using
some bright coloured permanent markers or some gli er
glue pens to draw pa erns or decora ons like you would
see on a bauble.
Using the ‘bauble’, encourage the children to pray for
what makes them happy at Christmas me. Each child
can roll the bauble across the circle to another child and
then they can say what makes them happy at Christmas
me and the leader can help everyone pray about this,
e.g. ‘Thank you, God, for yummy food’, ‘Thank you,
God, for presents’ etc. Con nue around the circle un l
everyone has had a turn.
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Sharing the Story: For this take home spot, it would
be good for the church to be able to provide a range
of Christmas books that reflect the true meaning of
Christmas, that the families can borrow. You may have a
library of books that the families could borrow from, or
you may choose to give each family a book as a gi for
Christmas.
Sharing stories together is a wonderful thing to do as a
family, choose a Christmas story to read. (You might be
able to borrow one if needed from the church or your
local library.)
→ I wonder what your favourite part of the story
is. Why?
→ I wonder what your favourite part of Christmas
is. Why?
→ Thank you, God, for Christmas and my family.

Books

‘Children are
made reader
s on
the laps of
their parent
s.’
Emilie Buchw
ald

Away in a Manger
Christmas for Kids
ABC Music, 2010
Jingle Bells
Dorothy’s Rocking Christmas
ABC Music, 2011
Jump For Joy
Jump for Joy
Promiseland, 2011

God Gave Us Christmas:
Lisa Tawn Bergren
WaterBrook Press, 2006
Jed and Roy McCoy: A Christmas Story
Andrew Mcdonough
Zondervan, 2009
Song of the Stars: A Christmas Story
Sally Lloyd-Jones
Zonderkids, 2011

No Room
Christmas Night
Karyn Henley, 2010
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer
Dorothy’s Rocking Christmas
ABC Music, 2011
Silent Night
Christmas for Kids
ABC Music, 2010

My Very First Christmas Story SƟcker Book
Lois Rock
Lion UK, 2012
Merry Christmas, Splat
Rob Sco on
Harper Collins, 2013
Tonight in the Palace
Andrew McDonough
Zondervan, 2010

The Christmas Song
God is all Around
Sean W Smith, 2008
We Wish You a Merry Christmas
Christmas for Kids
ABC Music, 2010
Who Was There?
Jump for Joy
Pomiseland, 2011

es
m
y
h
R
Music &efore they learn there

dance b t isn’t music.’
y
e
h
t
‘Kids:
hing tha
is anyt
afford
St
William

6

Pray together for the child
who will receive this gift and
for their family at Christmas
time.

As a family, purchase a gift
that you would like to put
under the Kmart Wishing Tree.
Wrap it up together, place a
tag on the gift and place it
under the tree. You might like
to choose a gift for a child
that is the same age as you.

It can be very exciting to give
a gift at Christmas time!

Wishing Tree
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Sharing stories together is
a wonderful thing to do as a
family, choose a Christmas
story to read. (You might be
able to borrow one if needed
from the church or your local
library.)
→ I wonder what your
favourite part of the
story is. Why?
→ I wonder what your
favourite part of
Christmas is. Why?
→ Thank you, God, for
Christmas and my
family.

Sharing the Story

