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Suggestions...
Sugges ons for using this curriculum: this material is
wri en so that you can celebrate all the wonderful
children, parents, carers and leaders within your
program. There is plenty of material here for at least
two weeks of party celebra ons. You may like to have
one or two weeks of ac vi es and program and then
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plan a special party celebra on that you can invite some
special friends to using the party invita ons men oned
in Take Home Spot week 1. This is a great opportunity to
invite someone along to check out all the cool stuﬀ you
do at First Steps.
.
DramaƟc play corner: To set up this drama c play
area you will need to set up a ‘party table’ with party
decora ons, party hats, streamers, balloons and other
items. You could also set up a shop with a whole range
of boxes and items for the children to pretend they are
buying gi s for others. Have some wrapping paper, s cky
tape and recycled cards etc. for the children to wrap the
boxes in and prepare their gi s. As children are engaging
in this area, ask them some ques ons such as ‘I wonder
who your present is for,’ ‘I wonder what you might say
when you are giving or receiving a present.’
Play dough: Using some brightly coloured play dough,
invite the children to make a birthday cake or birthday
cupcakes for someone else. At this table you might like
to add some other items such as utensils, bowls and a
range of cake ns. You could also use some pa y pans
and add icy-pole s cks and matchs cks for candles.

Wrapping paper: Place a sheet of paper in the lid of
a large box or shallow plas c container. Have some
diﬀerent coloured paints available to use. Drop a few
marbles into each of the paints and, using a teaspoon, li
out one marble at a me and place it onto the paper. Tilt
the box and the marble will roll over the paper and make
marble tracks/pa erns over the paper. The children
can also use feathers and s cks to create some more
pa erns. Let it dry and the children now have their own
wrapping paper.
Cake collage: Draw the outline of a large cake on a piece
of butchers paper and place this either on a table or the
floor ready for decora ng. Have a variety of items that
the children can use to decorate the cake such as pa y
pans, wrapping paper, foil papers and other colourful
items you might find at a party. You will need some glue
for the children to be able to add the items to decorate
the cake.

Parachute: Use a parachute (or large sheet) and some
balloons to play a game of keeping the balloons in the
air. Simply explain to the children that we want to keep
all the party balloons in the air today as we celebrate our
party together.
Party people: For this ac vity you will need a round
balloon and some cardboard for each child. Get the
children to stand on the cardboard with their heels
together and toes poin ng le and right (like Charlie
Chaplin). Trace around the child’s joined feet (i.e. one
shape, not two feet) and cut them out. At the middle
of the back of the feet cut-out, use a single hole punch
to make a hole. Get the children to choose a blown up
balloon and poke the kno ed end of the balloon through
the hole, fold the end under and then s cky tape it
underneath. If you throw the ‘party people’ in the air
they will land on their feet. You might like to draw a face
using permanent markers or add some eye s ckers or
s cker dots.

Balloon race: For this game you will need to split your
group into teams of around five. Give each team a blown
up balloon. (Make sure you are aware of any children
that might have an allergy to latex—if so you might be
able to use a so rubber ball for this game.) The game
involves the first person pu ng the balloon between
their knees and running up to a line that you have
marked out, then running back to the next person who
will repeat the process un l everyone in the team has
finished their turn and is si ng down in a line.
Pass the parcel: Play pass the parcel by wrapping up a
present (perhaps a lollipop, bouncy ball or party hooter
etc.) in approx. 10 sheets of newspaper. Get the children
to sit in a circle and play some music. When the music
stops, the child who is holding the parcel gets to unwrap
one sheet of paper. Con nue un l a child wins by
unwrapping the last sheet.
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Piñata: For this game you can either purchase a readymade piñata, or you can create your own. Using a
few sheets of thicker paper to create a case for all the
goodies, fill your piñata with lollies or party favours such
as bouncy balls, balloons, plas c jewellery, crayons etc. If
you have me you might like to papier mache around the
case holding the goodies (this might also be an ac vity
that the children can do one week and then play the
next). Let the children take it in turns to use a s ck to
whack at the piñata. Please ensure the children are well
supervised during this ac vity. When the piñata breaks
and the lollies or party favours spill onto the floor all the
children can come and grab some.
Musical chairs: To play this game you will need enough
chairs for each child lined up back to back in two rows.
When you play some music the children walk or dance
around the chairs, when the music stops everyone needs
to find a chair to sit on. Each me the music is playing
you will need to remove a chair so that there is not
enough chairs for everyone and the person without a
chair is out on that round. Con nue un l there is only
one person le , the winner. Alterna vely, if you have
enough coloured spot mats you might like to use these
instead of chairs and have everyone sit down on a mat
when the music stops.

There are a range of books that help us to talk about and
celebrate birthdays and who we are. Below are some
sugges ons of books that you might like to use over
the two weeks or have available for a reading corner or
borrowing.
Spot’s Birthday: In this fun book, Spot and his friends
celebrate Spot’s birthday by playing a game of hide-andseek. Games are always so much fun with our friends.
Once everyone has been found, it’s me for Spot and
his friends to celebrate together with lots of presents.
‘I wonder how you love to celebrate when you have a
party. I wonder who you would invite to your party. I
wonder what presents you would love the most—one
of my favourite presents is ge ng to be friends with
Jesus—I wonder if you love this, too.’
Jesus’ Christmas Party: There’s nothing the innkeeper
likes more than a good night’s sleep. But that’s the last
thing he’ll be ge ng on a night of angels, shepherds,
bright stars...and a very special baby. ‘I wonder if you
have a baby in your house. Did you celebrate when the
baby came home from the hospital? There was lots of
celebra ons happening when Jesus was born. We even
get to celebrate his birth every year at Christmas! Yay!
My Birthday, Jesus’ Birthday: All children love
birthdays—and all children love Christmas. This book
allows children the opportunity to see how Jesus’ birth
was very much like their own—but also very diﬀerent
too. This book will also aﬃrms to each child that he or
she is someone special to their mum or their dad and
certainly to God.

Birthday cards: For this ac vity you will need to some
card (folded in half), crayons and pencils and some
s ckers as well as some other cra supplies for the
children to create with. Encourage the children to make a
special card for one of their friends thinking about what
makes you happen when you think about them. Write or
draw a picture saying why they are sensa onal.
DecoraƟng cupcakes: You might like to make some
cupcakes at the beginning of your session together ready
for this ac vity or you can use some already made up.
You will need some icing, plas c knives and a range of
decora ons that the children can choose from and add
to their cupcake as they get ready to celebrate a party
together and share in a morning or a ernoon tea.
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God Made You Special: Join Bob and Larry and their
friends as they spread the joyful message to children that
God made each of us special! The lyrics to this favourite
VeggieTales song are illustrated with a cast of familiar
characters and paired with a sound bu on that provides
lots of musical fun. The book also features a mirror so
children can see themselves as they read the words, ‘God
made each of you in a very special way and he loves you
very much!’

The Thank You Prayer: This is a prayer book that helps
children to explore all the wonderful things they can
thank God for. There is great opportunity while reading
this book to pause and allow the children and families to
add to the story as they make sugges ons of the things
that they are thankful for along the same lines of the
page that was just read. The final page allows everyone
to think about something that they are truly thankful
for—I wonder what you love and want to say thank you
to God for.
Birthday Monsters: You hear your door come crashing
down—those birthday monsters are in town! And they’re
going to wreak havoc in the most extraordinarily fun and
rude way. ‘It is so great when people are excited and
happy to celebrate with you—birthdays are a wonderful
way to celebrate the wonderful crea on that God has
made in you. Happy birthday to a marvellously and
wonderfully made crea on, love from all of us but most
of all love from God!’
Object lesson – ‘Cupcakes – what a marvellous
creaƟon!’: To help you tell this story you will need
some premade cupcakes along with some icing and
decora ons (candles, Smar es and a couple of diﬀerent
types of sprinkles that include a range of shapes and
sizes will work well). You could either decorate the
cupcake yourself as you are telling the story or you might
like to have some children assist you along the way. As
you decorate the cupcakes with diﬀerent items, you
want the focus to be on how those decora ons help us
celebrate how each of us are wonderfully made.
‘Today we are going to be decora ng a cupcake together.
What do we need to start us oﬀ? (Icing). When we ice
the cupcake with some icing it makes the cake taste very
sweet and nice and yummy. This reminds me of each one
of you because God has made you all nice and sweet.
‘Next we are going to add some Smar es to the top of
our cupcake.
•

I wonder what your favourite colour Smar e is (allow
the children some discussion about colours)

diﬀerent. None of them look exactly the same do they?
(Allow the children to explore all the diﬀerent shapes and
colours). Just like these sprinkles, God has made each of
us diﬀerent; none of us are exactly the same, you are one
of a kind—even if you are a twin. (Point out some of the
diﬀerences in the children, e.g. eye colour, height, their
voice or laugh etc.) I’m glad God made us all diﬀerent, it
makes life much more fun and interes ng.
•

I wonder what might be missing from our birthday
cupcake (candles)

‘Okay, let’s place some candles on the cake. Wait, I don’t
know how many candles to put on the cake—if we are
celebra ng everyone’s birthday our cupcake is not big
enough for that many candles. We always place the
amount of candles on the cake that is our age. So if we
are turning four, we would have four candles on our
cake. How many candles would we need to put on the
cake for you? (Ask the children to share.) These candles
remind me to thank God and celebrate the number of
years you have been alive…yay! So we can celebrate and
thank God for the years you have been alive.

‘And I pra
ise you
the wond because of
erful w
you creat
ed me. Ev ay
e
do is mar rything you
velous!
Of this I
have no d
oubt.’
Ps
alm 139:1
4

‘Now our cake is finished and we are ready to celebrate
all our birthdays together. Thank you God for crea ng
each of us so that we are sweet and nice and smart and
colourful and created by you in a wonderful way. Let’s all
say thank you to God… THANKS GOD!’

‘Smar es are very colourful aren’t they? I wonder why
they call them ‘Smar es’, do you think they make us
smart or clever? These smar es today remind me of all
of you—you guys are always very colourful and I think
you are very smart too (and not just because you eat
Smar es but because God made you that way). Wow,
God was pre y amazing when he made you all so smart
and colourful.
‘Now’s it’s me to put some sprinkles on the cake. Look
at all the diﬀerent colours and shapes. They all look so
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How old are you?
Special day
Jesus’ birthday
I love you
You are fantas c
This is fun
Being together is fun
Gi s for you
Gi s for others
I am so glad to be celebra ng with you

The Birthday Song
Happy Birthday To You – It would be great to go around
the circle and add everyone’s name in before singing the
final ‘happy birthday to you!’
Hokey Pokey
If I Were a Bu erfly
God Made Me
Christmas is For You

Week 1 - InvitaƟon
For this take home spot you will need to send out an
invita on to each child for a special party for the next
week. Also send a blank invita on for them to decorate
and give to a friend.
‘This week, decorate your blank invita on and give it to a
special friend you would like to invite along to the party!’
Week 2 – Party Bags
For this take home, you will need to provide a party bag
for each child. Some examples of what you could include
in the bag are: s ckers, balloons, Kidzone magazines, yoyos, Freddo Frogs and anything else fun you can think of.
You might like to print out and include Psalm 139:14 that
is included in the Take Home Spot resources.
‘This week as you eat and work your way through your
special party bag, celebrate each person in your family by
telling them why you love them and thank God for them.
‘THANK YOU GOD FOR…’ Don’t forget to s ck up your
special ‘Psalm 139:14’ where everyone can see it!’
‘And I praise you because of the wonderful way
you created me. Everything you do is marvellous!
Of this I have no doubt.’
Psalm 139:14

Party Hat Prayers: For this prayer spot you will need a
cardboard party hat (you might like to decorate this up
a bit and add some s ckers or feathers etc.). Play some
music and pass the party hat around the circle, when the
music stops get the child to put the party hat on and get
everyone to say a great big ‘HOORAY’ to thank God for
that child. ‘I thank God for Michelle because…’. Play un l
everyone has been prayed for.
Prayer Balloons: For this prayer ac vity you will need
to have some balloons blown up. You will need as many
balloons as you have people. Draw or write something
on each of the balloons that would make the children
happy and want to dance and celebrate about. Play some
music and have the children tap and throw the balloons
around. When the music stops, ask one of the children to
tell you what is on their balloon, e.g. food – ‘THANK YOU
GOD FOR FOOD!’ – dance and celebrate. Start the music
again and pass the balloons around etc.
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It is really important to celebrate all the li le ones in
your ministry. Make sure you post a card when it is a
child’s birthday, they will LOVE ge ng something in the
mail just for them.

Books

Christmas is for You
Prickly Hay A Na vity Hoedown
Out of the Ark, 2013

‘Children are
made reader
s on
the laps of
their parent
s.’
Emilie Buchw
ald

God Made Me to Move
Way 2 Grow
maxiPraise, 2004

Birthday Monsters
Sandra Boynton
Workman Publishing Company INC, 1993

Happy Birthday to You
KidzTown Kids
R.B. Puddin, 2009

God Made You Special
Greg Fritz
Candy Cane Press Media, 2010
My Birthday, Jesus’ Birthday
Holly Davis
Zondervan Publishing Company, 1998
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Jesus’ Christmas Party
Nicholas Allan
Red Fox, 1996
Spot’s Birthday Party
Eric Hill
Putnam Juvenile, 2007

Hokey Pokey
Kids Sing, Dance and Play
Hip Kiddie Records, 2007
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If I Were a BuƩerfly
Sing a Rainbow
K-Tel, 2007
The Birthday Song
Grow, Grow, Grow
by Karen Henley
Child Sensi ve
Communica on, 1999

The Thank You Prayer
Tracey Davies &
Roslyn Elms
10
Salvo Publishing, 2010
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‘This week,
decorate your
blank invitation and
give it to a special
friend you would
like to invite along
to the party!’

YOU’RE INVITED TO
A PARTY!

Week 1

Week 2

PSALM 139:14

‘AND I PRAISE YOU
BECAUSE OF THE WONDERFUL WAY
YOU CREATED ME. EVERYTHING
YOU DO IS MARVELLOUS!
OF THIS I HAVE NO DOUBT.’

‘This week as you eat and work
your way through your special
party bag, celebrate each person
in your family by telling them
why you love them and thank
God for them. ‘THANK YOU GOD
FOR…’ Don’t forget to stick up
this special ‘Psalm 139:14’ where
everyone can see it!’

CELEBRATE!

