Prayers and video message for the bushfire crisis
in Australia, January 2020

Please find suggested resources for your corps service this Sunday 12 January.
1. A short prayer is provided below (approximately two minutes).
2. Alternatively, on the pages that follow there is an option for a longer time of prayer with
supporting Bible verses and opportunities for shared congregational prayer and meditation
(approximately 10 minutes). This is also available on PowerPoint.
3. Video update with a message from Lieutenant-Colonel Winsome Merrett, Assistant Chief
Secretary (five minutes).

A prayer for the bushfire crisis (approx. 2 minutes)
Father, we think of all the loss and grief, anxiety, fear and anger we are experiencing during this
bushfire crisis. We do not always know what to do, but our eyes are on you.
Comfort and heal those who have lost loved ones or property, and those displaced in evacuation
centres. Heal the land, wildlife and devastated communities.
We thank you for the staff and volunteers fighting the fires, for The Salvation Army Emergency
Services volunteers, and the effort and assistance of the military and other agencies. We praise
their selflessness and ask that you keep them safe, preserve their strength and give them wise
judgement.
In your mercy, restrain the forces of nature from creating further catastrophic damage. Despite
the forecasts, bring drenching rain to quench the fires and restore life to the Earth.
May we resolve to do what we can in your mighty name. May your strong power enable us to
bring comfort, relief, assistance and support to others in this time of disaster.
Heavenly Father, creator of this land and its original peoples, you promise in your word that you
hold all things together. That seed and harvest will not cease. You promise you will be a refuge in
times of trouble, and nothing, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from your love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Trusting in those promises, and in your Son’s name, we lay before you our fears and concerns,
our prayers for those bearing the brunt of this disaster and ask for relief for our land and
community.
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A time of prayer for the bushfire crisis (approx. 10 minutes) – also available
on Powerpoint slides.

1. Acknowledge
We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you (2 Chronicles 20:12b).
Do not hide your face from me when I am in distress.
Turn your ear to me; when I call, answer me quickly (Psalm 102:2).
Lament
For a few moments, let us together acknowledge to God, silently or out loud, our experience of the
bushfire crisis.
Prayer
Father, we think of all the loss and grief many are experiencing during this bushfire crisis. We bring
before you particularly:
•
•
•
•
•

People who have lost loved ones
People who have lost homes, businesses, property, stock and pets
People who are anxious, uncertain, afraid or angry
People displaced in evacuation centres, waiting on or processing news
The land, the wildlife, the devastated communities and our longing for these to regenerate and
flourish again

Give us the patience, opportunity and time to bear each other’s burdens in this time of unfolding
disaster and loss. In the name of Jesus, our deliverer, who bore all the world’s brokenness, we ask
you to guide us as we support each other through this and share the unequal burdens being placed
on our community.
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2. Remember
In times of distress, we remember God’s promises.
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together (Colossians 1:17).
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord
(Romans 8:38–39).

Prayer
Heavenly Father, creator of this land and its original peoples, we remember your promises.
Thank you for the staff and volunteers fighting the fires, for The Salvation Army Emergency Services
volunteers, and those of other agencies.
We praise their selflessness and ask that you keep them safe, preserve their strength and give them
wise judgement.
Bring comfort and healing to all who suffer loss.
We ask you to mercifully restrain the forces of nature from creating further catastrophic damage.
Despite the forecasts, bring drenching rain to quench the fires and restore life to the Earth.

3. Respond
In Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others
(Romans 12:5).
Shared prayer
For a few moments, let us think about how the Spirit is leading us to respond to the bushfire crisis –
through prayer or action, individually or as a group.
Prayer
We bring all these things to your altar, Lord God. We lay before you our fears and concerns, our
prayers for those bearing the brunt of this disaster, our prayers for relief for our land and
community, and our resolve to do what we can in your mighty name and power. We ask that you
provide comfort, assistance and support in this time of disaster. We trust in your promises and in
your Son’s name. Amen.
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