International Day for the Elimination
of Violence Against Women
Corps Resource Pack
Everyone deserves the right to be free from violence.
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women is an
opportunity for us as The Salvation Army to join with our Chief Secretary,
Colonel Winsome Merrett, and others all around the world to speak out
against violence against women.
The following resources have been created to assist you to run a 5-10
minute segment in your Corps meeting face to face or online to recognise
this day.
These resources are ready-to-print to use in your meeting.

International Day for the Elimination
of Violence Against Women
Today is International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women – a day which is observed
globally to highlight that women and girls have a right to live free from violence.
Today we will be focusing on the specific topic of family violence and spending some time in prayer
for those who are affected. There may be sensitive themes discussed today, so if you feel that it
would be helpful for you to talk to someone afterwards, please feel free to come and chat to us, or
you can contact 1800 RESPECT (1800 737 732).
Recognising women and men equally is important to us in The Salvation Army, as human life is sacred
and all people should be treated with dignity and respect. The Bible teaches that all people are equal in
value to God, and that God cares about the details of every person’s life. Every instance of violence in a
relationship is contrary to this teaching and is unacceptable.
Throughout Scripture we consistently see that God cares deeply for those who are hurt by others. As
His followers, we also care for those who are affected by violence, and seek to bring healing to those
who experience it (Isaiah 1:17).
Family violence is internationally recognised as a violation of human rights, and today is just one way of
observing that recognition. The Salvation Army wholeheartedly supports efforts to eliminate violence
within families. Our commitment to gender equality means that we care about instances of violence
which affect any person – particularly those who may otherwise be considered vulnerable.
While there is no excuse for committing violence against a partner or family member, family and
domestic violence can happen to anyone and, statistically, the overwhelming majority of those affected
are women.
We are currently living in unprecedented times and sadly the human cost to women and young people
during the pandemic has been significant. Family violence has been exacerbated by job losses, financial
insecurity and increased trauma, particularly within vulnerable populations. For some women and their
children in lockdown their partners have used COVID-19 as an additional tool of abuse and control, with
some women having no option but to remain in dangerous and potentially life-threatening situations.
Regrettably family violence experts have warned that the impacts of COVID-19 on women and children’s
safety are only just beginning to be felt and will compound the risks women face from abusive partners
or family members for months and potentially years after isolation measures are lifted.
Today we acknowledge that in order for society to thrive, all people should have the right to feel safe
and be recognised for who they are and what they bring to the world.
Let’s take some time now to reflect on the stories of women and girls experiencing violence and how
together as a Corps we can offer hope to others.
Suggestion:
You may like to read out or print the case studies of women and girls escaping violence provided in
our Supplementary Information document.

CORPS ACTIVITY - PREVALENCE, IMPACT
& HOW TO PROVIDE SUPPORT
Reflection Activity Idea 1:
(Note – this idea may work best for Corps who are meeting in person)
Symbolise how many women and girls (1 in 3) are impacted by violence. Perhaps you may like to put out
candles along the Mercy Seat, with every third one being replaced by a rose or another object to
represent a women or a girl impacted by violence.
Reflection Activity Idea 2:
(Note – this idea may work best for Corps who are meeting online)
Encourage your people to either pick or buy a flower in memory of women and girls who have been
affected by violence. Ask them to place it somewhere in their home where they will come across it
regularly. Ask them to pray for these women and girls each time they see the flower, and to ask God
what he wants them to do in response to this issue.
Presentation:
(Note - presentation is provided separately)
Some text you may like to use in helping your people to reflect on when using the presentation:
For many women and girls in Australia and across the world they are not safe in their own homes
and in relationships.
Family and domestic violence is a continued pattern of abusive and controlling behaviour towards a
partner or family member. It is not always physical or sexual violence, abuse can take the form of
psychological, emotional, verbal, social, financial and technology related abuse (e.g. sending abusive
text messages) as well.
The high rate of violence is an ongoing crisis within Australia that seriously threatens the health,
wellbeing and lives of thousands of women and children on a daily basis. It is a serious problem
within the community and the Church, and occurs in every socio-economic group.
One in three women in Australia are affected by physical or sexual violence, or both, perpetrated by
a man they know. On average one woman a week in Australia is killed by an intimate partner. This is
unacceptable.
Leaving a violent and abusive relationship can be hard. It may mean having to move to a new area
and having to start life over with a new home, new job and new school for the children. Women may
also be short on money and not in a good mental health headspace.
These are only some of the reasons why women stay in an abusive relationship. Leaving a violent
situation can be stressful and overwhelming, especially with little or no support.
For those Australian women and children who do leave a violent relationship, many experience
ongoing poverty and homelessness.

CORPS ACTIVITY - PREVALENCE, IMPACT
& HOW TO PROVIDE SUPPORT

Family violence is the primary factor in women and their children seeking homelessness services
of The Salvation Army. During 2018-19 financial year 13,850 people experiencing family
domestic violence received our care.
We at The Salvation Army believe that all people - both male and female - are made in the image
of God and are equal in value.
The Bible teaches the fundamental equality of all people, and that there is nothing that
separates us into a higher or lower level.
All Salvationists should be ready to help those who are victim-survivors, either directly or
through referral and support.
As Salvationists we must also ensure that the perpetrators of violence within the family
acknowledge their wrongdoing, accept responsibility for it, receive help to deal with those factors
which are resulting in violent behaviour, and receive support in working towards the
development of new behaviours.
The Salvation Army supports those experiencing or perpetrating violence. The Salvos website
(and our resources shared today) include practical resources on how you can help and a list of
support services available across all states and territories.
Suggestion: You may like to extend the reflection to discuss what family violence looks like and
resources to know how you can help. Additionally, direct corps to online or printed resources
available following the session provided in our Supplementary Information document.

CORPS ACTIVITY - PREVALENCE, IMPACT
& HOW TO PROVIDE SUPPORT
You may like to invite three different members of your
congregation to lead these prayers.
PRAYER FOR OUR COMMUNITIES:
Lord,
We come together today to remember that for many people in our communities, violence
within their own families is an all too real occurrence. This often-silent suffering hurts us all.
The bible teaches us that all people are equal in value to you and should be treated with
respect and dignity, so every instance of domestic violence is contrary to this and
unacceptable to you.
May we today, and every day, have the courage to speak up and support those we know and
love who are experiencing family violence. May we advocate on behalf of those who we don’t
know, but whose suffering causes pain to your heart. May we, as Salvationists, create safe
places within our areas of influence where people can come and be heard. And may we be a
shining light in our communities for all those hurting to see God’s love is greater than the pain
they are going through. Help us to create strong communities who look out for each other.
We ask that you would help us to recognise, and show by example, that each and every
person is a person made in your image; a person who you have good plans for; a person who
you love.
We pray this in your name,
Amen.

CORPS ACTIVITY - PREVALENCE, IMPACT
& HOW TO PROVIDE SUPPORT
PRAYER FOR AUSTRALIA:
Creator Spirit,
As we take time to reflect on the damage being caused in our nation by violence, we pause
to ask for help, transformation and forgiveness. We ask for help for those who, day after day,
are living in homes where they don’t feel safe, transformation for the perpetrators trying to
find their way, and forgiveness for the times when we have missed signs or turned a blind
eye to the trauma being experienced by others.
Lord God, as a nation may we continually strive to do more to help families who are caught
in cycles of violence and sadness. We pray for all those in our country who are trying to make
a difference - from government officials, elders, community groups and policy makers, to first
responders and support workers - grant them peace and strength.
Papa Jesus may we mourn for what makes you mourn, and work to make a difference
together with unity and compassion, recognising that this issue is affecting all peoples of this
land we call Australia.
We pray this in the presence of the Holy Three,
Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE WORLD:
Loving God,
As we join with people all over the world today and call for the elimination of family and
domestic violence, we give thanks for each other and bring before you our shared desire for
peace and freedom.
We recognise that there are countries in which gender, religion or social group mean that
some people are thought of as ‘less than’ others leading to oppression, vilification and
discrimination. We know that this is not what you want for your world and we pray for
intervention and safety in our world today.
Help us to work together as a global community to make this world more like you want it to
be. Help us, as citizens of the world, to think globally and speak up for the oppressed
wherever they may be, recognising that every individual is important to you.
In the name of the One who was sent to minister to all nations,
Amen.

