
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise. Join 

the triumph of  the skies; with th’ 

angelic host proclaim, “Christ is 

born in Bethlehem.” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Christ, by highest heaven adored:

Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of  the favoured one. 

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; 

hail, th’incarnate Deity: pleased, 

as man, with men to dwell, Jesus, 

our Emmanuel!
Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Hail! the heaven-born Prince 

of  peace! Hail! the Son of  

Righteousness! Light and life to 

all he brings, risen with healing 

in his wings. Mild he lays his 

glory by, born that man no more 

may die: born to raise the son of  

earth, born to give them second 

birth. Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King !”

SILENT NIGHT 
Silent night! Holy night! All is 

calm, all is bright round yon Virgin 

Mother and Child, Holy infant so 

tender and mild, sleep in Heavenly 

peace! sleep in Heavenly peace!

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds 

quake at the sight; glories stream 

from Heaven afar, Heavenly hosts 

sing Alleluia, Christ, the Saviour, is 

born! Christ, the Saviour, is born!

Silent night! Holy night! Son of  

God, love’s pure light radiant, 

beams from Thy Holy face, with 

the dawn of  redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, 

Lord at Thy birth.
THE BIRTH OF JESUS

In those days Caesar Augustus 

issued a decree that a census should 

be taken of  the entire Roman 

world. (This was the first census 

that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of  Syria.) And everyone 

went to their own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the 

town of  Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of  

David, because he belonged to the 

house and line of  David. He went 

there to register with Mary, who 

was pledged to be married to him 

and was expecting a child. While 

they were there, the time came 

for the baby to be born, and she 

gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

She wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger, because 

there was no guest room available 

for them.And there were shepherds living 

out in the fields nearby, keeping 

watch over their flocks at night. 

An angel of  the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of  the Lord 

shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said 

to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great 

joy for all the people. Today in the 

town of  David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly a great company of  the 

heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to 

those on whom his favor rests.”

When the angels had left them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let’s go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has 

told us about.”
So they hurried off and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 

who was lying in the manger. 

When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this 

child, and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. But Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered 

them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as 

they had been told.

TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND JOY 

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay, remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay. Remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy
In Bethlehem, in Israel, this blessed 

Babe was born and laid within a 

manger upon this blessed morn. 

The which His Mother Mary did 

nothing take in scorn. Oh tidings 

of  comfort and joy, comfort and 

joy. Oh tidings of  comfort and joy.

Fear not then, said the Angel, let 

nothing you affright. This day is 

born a Saviour of  a pure Virgin 

bright to free all those who trust 

in Him from Satan’s pow’r and 

might. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.
God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay, remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.
WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED 

THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT

While shepherds watch’d their 

flocks by night, all seated on the 

ground, the angel of  the Lord came 

down and glory shone around. 

“Fear not,” said he, for mighty 

dread had seized their troubled 

mind; “Glad tidings of  great joy I 

bring to you and all mankind.”

“To you, in David’s town this day, 

is born of  David’s line the Saviour 

who is Christ the Lord and this 

shall be the sign: the heav’nly 

Babe you there shall find to 

human view displayed all meanly 

wrapped in swathing bands and in 

a manger laid.”
Thus spake the seraph, and 

forthwith appeared a shining 

throng of  angels praising God, 

who thus addressed their joyful 

song: “All glory be to God on 

high and on the earth be peace. 

Goodwill henceforth from heav’n 

to men begin and never cease.”

JOY TO THE WORLD! 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 

let earth receive her King. Let 

every heart prepare him room, and 

heaven and nature sing, and heaven 

and nature sing, and heaven, and 

heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the world! The Saviour 

reigns; let men their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, 

and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, 

repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; He 

comes to make His blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the 

curse is found, far as, far as, the 

curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and 

grace, and makes the nations prove 

the glories of  His righteousness, 

and wonders of  His love, and 

wonders of  His love, and wonders, 

wonders, of  His love.

O HOLY NIGHT! 

O holy night! The stars are 

brightly shining, tt is the night of  

our dear Saviour’s birth. Long lay 

the world in sin and error pining, 

‘til He appear’d and the soul felt its 

worth. A thrill of  hope the weary 

world rejoices, for yonder breaks a 

new and glorious morn.

Fall on your knees! O hear the 

angel voices! O night divine, O 

night when Christ was born; O 

night divine, O night, O night 

Divine.Led by the light of  Faith serenely 

beaming, with glowing hearts by 

His cradle we stand. So led by 

light of  a star sweetly gleaming, 

here come the wise men from 

Orient land. The King of  Kings 

lay thus in lowly manger; In all our 

trials born to be our friend.

He knows our need, to our 

weakness is no stranger, behold 

your King! Before Him lowly 

bend! Behold your King, before 

Him lowly bend!
Truly He taught us to love one 

another; His law is love and His 

gospel is peace. Chains shall He 

break for the slave is our brother; 

and in His name all oppression 

shall cease. Sweet hymns of  joy 

in grateful chorus raise we, let all 

within us praise His holy name.

Christ is the Lord! O praise His 

Name forever, His power and glory 

evermore proclaim. His power 

and glory evermore proclaim.
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there was no guest room available 

for them.
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out in the fields nearby, keeping 
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you good news that will cause great 
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town of  David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby wrapped in 
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heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying,
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When the angels had left them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let’s go to 
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So they hurried off and found 
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When they had seen him, they 
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child, and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds 
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gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

She wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger, because 

there was no guest room available 

for them.

And there were shepherds living 

out in the fields nearby, keeping 

watch over their flocks at night. 

An angel of  the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of  the Lord 

shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said 

to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great 

joy for all the people. Today in the 

town of  David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly a great company of  the 

heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to 

those on whom his favor rests.”

When the angels had left them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let’s go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has 

told us about.”

So they hurried off and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 

who was lying in the manger. 

When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this 

child, and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. But Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered 

them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as 

they had been told.

TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND JOY 

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay, remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay. Remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy

In Bethlehem, in Israel, this blessed 

Babe was born and laid within a 

manger upon this blessed morn. 

The which His Mother Mary did 

nothing take in scorn. Oh tidings 

of  comfort and joy, comfort and 

joy. Oh tidings of  comfort and joy.

Fear not then, said the Angel, let 

nothing you affright. This day is 

born a Saviour of  a pure Virgin 

bright to free all those who trust 

in Him from Satan’s pow’r and 

might. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay, remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.

WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED 

THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT

While shepherds watch’d their 

flocks by night, all seated on the 

ground, the angel of  the Lord came 

down and glory shone around. 

“Fear not,” said he, for mighty 

dread had seized their troubled 

mind; “Glad tidings of  great joy I 

bring to you and all mankind.”

“To you, in David’s town this day, 

is born of  David’s line the Saviour 

who is Christ the Lord and this 

shall be the sign: the heav’nly 

Babe you there shall find to 

human view displayed all meanly 

wrapped in swathing bands and in 

a manger laid.”

Thus spake the seraph, and 

forthwith appeared a shining 

throng of  angels praising God, 

who thus addressed their joyful 

song: “All glory be to God on 

high and on the earth be peace. 

Goodwill henceforth from heav’n 

to men begin and never cease.”

JOY TO THE WORLD! 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 

let earth receive her King. Let 

every heart prepare him room, and 

heaven and nature sing, and heaven 

and nature sing, and heaven, and 

heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the world! The Saviour 

reigns; let men their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, 

and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, 

repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; He 

comes to make His blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the 

curse is found, far as, far as, the 

curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and 

grace, and makes the nations prove 

the glories of  His righteousness, 

and wonders of  His love, and 

wonders of  His love, and wonders, 

wonders, of  His love.

O HOLY NIGHT! 

O holy night! The stars are 

brightly shining, tt is the night of  

our dear Saviour’s birth. Long lay 

the world in sin and error pining, 

‘til He appear’d and the soul felt its 

worth. A thrill of  hope the weary 

world rejoices, for yonder breaks a 

new and glorious morn.

Fall on your knees! O hear the 

angel voices! O night divine, O 

night when Christ was born; O 

night divine, O night, O night 

Divine.

Led by the light of  Faith serenely 

beaming, with glowing hearts by 

His cradle we stand. So led by 

light of  a star sweetly gleaming, 

here come the wise men from 

Orient land. The King of  Kings 

lay thus in lowly manger; In all our 

trials born to be our friend.

He knows our need, to our 

weakness is no stranger, behold 

your King! Before Him lowly 

bend! Behold your King, before 

Him lowly bend!

Truly He taught us to love one 

another; His law is love and His 

gospel is peace. Chains shall He 

break for the slave is our brother; 

and in His name all oppression 

shall cease. Sweet hymns of  joy 

in grateful chorus raise we, let all 

within us praise His holy name.

Christ is the Lord! O praise His 

Name forever, His power and glory 

evermore proclaim. His power 

and glory evermore proclaim.

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise. Join 

the triumph of  the skies; with th’ 

angelic host proclaim, “Christ is 

born in Bethlehem.” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Christ, by highest heaven adored:

Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of  the favoured one. 

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; 

hail, th’incarnate Deity: pleased, 

as man, with men to dwell, Jesus, 

our Emmanuel!

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Hail! the heaven-born Prince 

of  peace! Hail! the Son of  

Righteousness! Light and life to 

all he brings, risen with healing 

in his wings. Mild he lays his 

glory by, born that man no more 

may die: born to raise the son of  

earth, born to give them second 

birth. Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King !”

SILENT NIGHT 

Silent night! Holy night! All is 

calm, all is bright round yon Virgin 

Mother and Child, Holy infant so 

tender and mild, sleep in Heavenly 

peace! sleep in Heavenly peace!

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds 

quake at the sight; glories stream 

from Heaven afar, Heavenly hosts 

sing Alleluia, Christ, the Saviour, is 

born! Christ, the Saviour, is born!

Silent night! Holy night! Son of  

God, love’s pure light radiant, 

beams from Thy Holy face, with 

the dawn of  redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, 

Lord at Thy birth.

THE BIRTH OF JESUS

In those days Caesar Augustus 

issued a decree that a census should 

be taken of  the entire Roman 

world. (This was the first census 

that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of  Syria.) And everyone 

went to their own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the 

town of  Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of  

David, because he belonged to the 

house and line of  David. He went 

there to register with Mary, who 

was pledged to be married to him 

and was expecting a child. While 

they were there, the time came 

for the baby to be born, and she 

gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

She wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger, because 

there was no guest room available 

for them.And there were shepherds living 

out in the fields nearby, keeping 

watch over their flocks at night. 

An angel of  the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of  the Lord 

shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said 

to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great 

joy for all the people. Today in the 

town of  David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly a great company of  the 

heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to 

those on whom his favor rests.”

When the angels had left them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let’s go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has 

told us about.”
So they hurried off and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 

who was lying in the manger. 

When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this 

child, and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. But Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered 

them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as 

they had been told.

TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND JOY 

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay, remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay. Remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy
In Bethlehem, in Israel, this blessed 

Babe was born and laid within a 

manger upon this blessed morn. 

The which His Mother Mary did 

nothing take in scorn. Oh tidings 

of  comfort and joy, comfort and 

joy. Oh tidings of  comfort and joy.

Fear not then, said the Angel, let 

nothing you affright. This day is 

born a Saviour of  a pure Virgin 

bright to free all those who trust 

in Him from Satan’s pow’r and 

might. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay, remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.

WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED 

THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT

While shepherds watch’d their 

flocks by night, all seated on the 

ground, the angel of  the Lord came 

down and glory shone around. 

“Fear not,” said he, for mighty 

dread had seized their troubled 

mind; “Glad tidings of  great joy I 

bring to you and all mankind.”

“To you, in David’s town this day, 

is born of  David’s line the Saviour 

who is Christ the Lord and this 

shall be the sign: the heav’nly 

Babe you there shall find to 

human view displayed all meanly 

wrapped in swathing bands and in 

a manger laid.”
Thus spake the seraph, and 

forthwith appeared a shining 

throng of  angels praising God, 

who thus addressed their joyful 

song: “All glory be to God on 

high and on the earth be peace. 

Goodwill henceforth from heav’n 

to men begin and never cease.”

JOY TO THE WORLD! 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 

let earth receive her King. Let 

every heart prepare him room, and 

heaven and nature sing, and heaven 

and nature sing, and heaven, and 

heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the world! The Saviour 

reigns; let men their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, 

and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, 

repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; He 

comes to make His blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the 

curse is found, far as, far as, the 

curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and 

grace, and makes the nations prove 

the glories of  His righteousness, 

and wonders of  His love, and 

wonders of  His love, and wonders, 

wonders, of  His love.

O HOLY NIGHT! 

O holy night! The stars are 

brightly shining, tt is the night of  

our dear Saviour’s birth. Long lay 

the world in sin and error pining, 

‘til He appear’d and the soul felt its 

worth. A thrill of  hope the weary 

world rejoices, for yonder breaks a 

new and glorious morn.

Fall on your knees! O hear the 

angel voices! O night divine, O 

night when Christ was born; O 

night divine, O night, O night 

Divine.Led by the light of  Faith serenely 

beaming, with glowing hearts by 

His cradle we stand. So led by 

light of  a star sweetly gleaming, 

here come the wise men from 

Orient land. The King of  Kings 

lay thus in lowly manger; In all our 

trials born to be our friend.

He knows our need, to our 

weakness is no stranger, behold 

your King! Before Him lowly 

bend! Behold your King, before 

Him lowly bend!

Truly He taught us to love one 

another; His law is love and His 

gospel is peace. Chains shall He 

break for the slave is our brother; 

and in His name all oppression 

shall cease. Sweet hymns of  joy 

in grateful chorus raise we, let all 

within us praise His holy name.

Christ is the Lord! O praise His 

Name forever, His power and glory 

evermore proclaim. His power 

and glory evermore proclaim.
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for
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brin
g to

 yo
u an

d all
 m

ankin
d.”

“T
o yo

u, in
 D

avi
d’s t

own th
is d

ay,
 

is b
orn of  D

avi
d’s l

ine th
e S

avi
our 

who is
 C

hrist
 th

e L
ord an

d th
is 

shall 
be 

the 
sig

n: the 
heav

’nly 

Babe 
you there

 shall 
find to 

human
 vi

ew
 disp

lay
ed al

l m
ean

ly 

wrap
ped in sw

ath
ing b

an
ds a

nd in 

a m
an

ger
 lai

d.”

Thus 
spake

 the 
ser

aph, 
and 

forth
with

 appear
ed a 

shining 

throng 
of  

angel
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JOY TO THE W
ORLD! 

Joy
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need
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, behold 
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King! 
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ly 

bend! Behold your King, 
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re 
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ly b
end!

Truly 
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am
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Christ
 is

 th
e L
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e fo
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ow
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ry 

eve
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procla
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pow
er 

and glo
ry 

eve
rm

ore 
procla

im
. HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise. Join 

the triumph of  the skies; with th’ 

angelic host proclaim, “Christ is 

born in Bethlehem.” Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Christ, by highest heaven adored:

Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of  the favoured one. 

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; 

hail, th’incarnate Deity: pleased, 

as man, with men to dwell, Jesus, 

our Emmanuel!Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Hail! the heaven-born Prince 

of  peace! Hail! the Son of  

Righteousness! Light and life to 

all he brings, risen with healing 

in his wings. Mild he lays his 

glory by, born that man no more 

may die: born to raise the son of  

earth, born to give them second 

birth. Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King !”
SILENT NIGHT Silent night! Holy night! All is 

calm, all is bright round yon Virgin 

Mother and Child, Holy infant so 

tender and mild, sleep in Heavenly 

peace! sleep in Heavenly peace!
Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds 

quake at the sight; glories stream 

from Heaven afar, Heavenly hosts 

sing Alleluia, Christ, the Saviour, is 

born! Christ, the Saviour, is born!
Silent night! Holy night! Son of  

God, love’s pure light radiant, 

beams from Thy Holy face, with 

the dawn of  redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, 

Lord at Thy birth.THE BIRTH OF JESUS
In those days Caesar Augustus 

issued a decree that a census should 

be taken of  the entire Roman 

world. (This was the first census 

that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of  Syria.) And everyone 

went to their own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the 

town of  Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of  

David, because he belonged to the 

house and line of  David. He went 

there to register with Mary, who 

was pledged to be married to him 

and was expecting a child. While 

they were there, the time came 

for the baby to be born, and she 

gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

She wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger, because 

there was no guest room available 

for them.
And there were shepherds living 

out in the fields nearby, keeping 

watch over their flocks at night. 

An angel of  the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of  the Lord 

shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said 

to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great 

joy for all the people. Today in the 

town of  David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of  the 

heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to 

those on whom his favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let’s go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has 

told us about.”So they hurried off and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 

who was lying in the manger. 

When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this 

child, and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. But Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered 

them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as 

they had been told.TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND JOY 

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay, remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay. Remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joyIn Bethlehem, in Israel, this blessed 

Babe was born and laid within a 

manger upon this blessed morn. 

The which His Mother Mary did 

nothing take in scorn. Oh tidings 

of  comfort and joy, comfort and 

joy. Oh tidings of  comfort and joy.

Fear not then, said the Angel, let 

nothing you affright. This day is 

born a Saviour of  a pure Virgin 

bright to free all those who trust 

in Him from Satan’s pow’r and 

might. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay, remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED 

THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT
While shepherds watch’d their 

flocks by night, all seated on the 

ground, the angel of  the Lord came 

down and glory shone around. 

“Fear not,” said he, for mighty 

dread had seized their troubled 

mind; “Glad tidings of  great joy I 

bring to you and all mankind.”
“To you, in David’s town this day, 

is born of  David’s line the Saviour 

who is Christ the Lord and this 

shall be the sign: the heav’nly 

Babe you there shall find to 

human view displayed all meanly 

wrapped in swathing bands and in 

a manger laid.”Thus spake the seraph, and 

forthwith appeared a shining 

throng of  angels praising God, 

who thus addressed their joyful 

song: “All glory be to God on 

high and on the earth be peace. 

Goodwill henceforth from heav’n 

to men begin and never cease.”
JOY TO THE WORLD! 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 

let earth receive her King. Let 

every heart prepare him room, and 

heaven and nature sing, and heaven 

and nature sing, and heaven, and 

heaven, and nature sing.
Joy to the world! The Saviour 

reigns; let men their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, 

and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, 

repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; He 

comes to make His blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the 

curse is found, far as, far as, the 

curse is found.He rules the world with truth and 

grace, and makes the nations prove 

the glories of  His righteousness, 

and wonders of  His love, and 

wonders of  His love, and wonders, 

wonders, of  His love.O HOLY NIGHT! O holy night! The stars are 

brightly shining, tt is the night of  

our dear Saviour’s birth. Long lay 

the world in sin and error pining, 

‘til He appear’d and the soul felt its 

worth. A thrill of  hope the weary 

world rejoices, for yonder breaks a 

new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees! O hear the 

angel voices! O night divine, O 

night when Christ was born; O 

night divine, O night, O night 

Divine.
Led by the light of  Faith serenely 

beaming, with glowing hearts by 

His cradle we stand. So led by 

light of  a star sweetly gleaming, 

here come the wise men from 

Orient land. The King of  Kings 

lay thus in lowly manger; In all our 

trials born to be our friend.
He knows our need, to our 

weakness is no stranger, behold 

your King! Before Him lowly 

bend! Behold your King, before 

Him lowly bend!Truly He taught us to love one 

another; His law is love and His 

gospel is peace. Chains shall He 

break for the slave is our brother; 

and in His name all oppression 

shall cease. Sweet hymns of  joy 

in grateful chorus raise we, let all 

within us praise His holy name.

Christ is the Lord! O praise His 

Name forever, His power and glory 

evermore proclaim. His power 

and glory evermore proclaim.

Incredible
The

Christmas

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise. Join 

the triumph of  the skies; with th’ 

angelic host proclaim, “Christ is 

born in Bethlehem.” Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Christ, by highest heaven adored:
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of  the favoured one. 

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; 

hail, th’incarnate Deity: pleased, 

as man, with men to dwell, Jesus, 

our Emmanuel!Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Hail! the heaven-born Prince 

of  peace! Hail! the Son of  

Righteousness! Light and life to 

all he brings, risen with healing 

in his wings. Mild he lays his 

glory by, born that man no more 

may die: born to raise the son of  

earth, born to give them second 

birth. Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King !”
SILENT NIGHT Silent night! Holy night! All is 

calm, all is bright round yon Virgin 

Mother and Child, Holy infant so 

tender and mild, sleep in Heavenly 

peace! sleep in Heavenly peace!Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds 

quake at the sight; glories stream 

from Heaven afar, Heavenly hosts 

sing Alleluia, Christ, the Saviour, is 

born! Christ, the Saviour, is born!
Silent night! Holy night! Son of  

God, love’s pure light radiant, 

beams from Thy Holy face, with 

the dawn of  redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, 

Lord at Thy birth.THE BIRTH OF JESUSIn those days Caesar Augustus 

issued a decree that a census should 

be taken of  the entire Roman 

world. (This was the first census 

that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of  Syria.) And everyone 

went to their own town to register.
So Joseph also went up from the 

town of  Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of  

David, because he belonged to the 

house and line of  David. He went 

there to register with Mary, who 

was pledged to be married to him 

and was expecting a child. While 

they were there, the time came 

for the baby to be born, and she 

gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

She wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger, because 

there was no guest room available 

for them.
And there were shepherds living 

out in the fields nearby, keeping 

watch over their flocks at night. 

An angel of  the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of  the Lord 

shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said 

to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great 

joy for all the people. Today in the 

town of  David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of  the 

heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to 

those on whom his favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let’s go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has 

told us about.”So they hurried off and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 

who was lying in the manger. 

When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this 

child, and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. But Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered 

them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as 

they had been told.TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND JOY 

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay, remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay. Remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joyIn Bethlehem, in Israel, this blessed 

Babe was born and laid within a 

manger upon this blessed morn. 

The which His Mother Mary did 

nothing take in scorn. Oh tidings 

of  comfort and joy, comfort and 

joy. Oh tidings of  comfort and joy.
Fear not then, said the Angel, let 

nothing you affright. This day is 

born a Saviour of  a pure Virgin 

bright to free all those who trust 

in Him from Satan’s pow’r and 

might. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay, remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED 
THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT

While shepherds watch’d their 

flocks by night, all seated on the 

ground, the angel of  the Lord came 

down and glory shone around. 

“Fear not,” said he, for mighty 

dread had seized their troubled 

mind; “Glad tidings of  great joy I 

bring to you and all mankind.”
“To you, in David’s town this day, 

is born of  David’s line the Saviour 

who is Christ the Lord and this 

shall be the sign: the heav’nly 

Babe you there shall find to 

human view displayed all meanly 

wrapped in swathing bands and in 

a manger laid.”Thus spake the seraph, and 

forthwith appeared a shining 

throng of  angels praising God, 

who thus addressed their joyful 

song: “All glory be to God on 

high and on the earth be peace. 

Goodwill henceforth from heav’n 

to men begin and never cease.”
JOY TO THE WORLD! Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 

let earth receive her King. Let 

every heart prepare him room, and 

heaven and nature sing, and heaven 

and nature sing, and heaven, and 

heaven, and nature sing.Joy to the world! The Saviour 

reigns; let men their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, 

and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, 

repeat the sounding joy.No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; He 

comes to make His blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the 

curse is found, far as, far as, the 

curse is found.He rules the world with truth and 

grace, and makes the nations prove 

the glories of  His righteousness, 

and wonders of  His love, and 

wonders of  His love, and wonders, 

wonders, of  His love.O HOLY NIGHT! O holy night! The stars are 

brightly shining, tt is the night of  

our dear Saviour’s birth. Long lay 

the world in sin and error pining, 

‘til He appear’d and the soul felt its 

worth. A thrill of  hope the weary 

world rejoices, for yonder breaks a 

new and glorious morn.Fall on your knees! O hear the 

angel voices! O night divine, O 

night when Christ was born; O 

night divine, O night, O night 

Divine.
Led by the light of  Faith serenely 

beaming, with glowing hearts by 

His cradle we stand. So led by 

light of  a star sweetly gleaming, 

here come the wise men from 

Orient land. The King of  Kings 

lay thus in lowly manger; In all our 

trials born to be our friend.
He knows our need, to our 

weakness is no stranger, behold 

your King! Before Him lowly 

bend! Behold your King, before 

Him lowly bend!Truly He taught us to love one 

another; His law is love and His 

gospel is peace. Chains shall He 

break for the slave is our brother; 

and in His name all oppression 

shall cease. Sweet hymns of  joy 

in grateful chorus raise we, let all 

within us praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! O praise His 

Name forever, His power and glory 

evermore proclaim. His power 

and glory evermore proclaim.
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Sermon 1: 

Incredible news! 

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise. Join 

the triumph of  the skies; with th’ 

angelic host proclaim, “Christ is 

born in Bethlehem.” Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Christ, by highest heaven adored:
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of  the favoured one. 

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; 

hail, th’incarnate Deity: pleased, 

as man, with men to dwell, Jesus, 

our Emmanuel!Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Hail! the heaven-born Prince 

of  peace! Hail! the Son of  

Righteousness! Light and life to 

all he brings, risen with healing 

in his wings. Mild he lays his 

glory by, born that man no more 

may die: born to raise the son of  

earth, born to give them second 

birth. Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King !”
SILENT NIGHT Silent night! Holy night! All is 

calm, all is bright round yon Virgin 

Mother and Child, Holy infant so 

tender and mild, sleep in Heavenly 

peace! sleep in Heavenly peace!Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds 

quake at the sight; glories stream 

from Heaven afar, Heavenly hosts 

sing Alleluia, Christ, the Saviour, is 

born! Christ, the Saviour, is born!
Silent night! Holy night! Son of  

God, love’s pure light radiant, 

beams from Thy Holy face, with 

the dawn of  redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, 

Lord at Thy birth.THE BIRTH OF JESUSIn those days Caesar Augustus 

issued a decree that a census should 

be taken of  the entire Roman 

world. (This was the first census 

that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of  Syria.) And everyone 

went to their own town to register.
So Joseph also went up from the 

town of  Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of  

David, because he belonged to the 

house and line of  David. He went 

there to register with Mary, who 

was pledged to be married to him 

and was expecting a child. While 

they were there, the time came 

for the baby to be born, and she 

gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

She wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger, because 

there was no guest room available 

for them.
And there were shepherds living 

out in the fields nearby, keeping 

watch over their flocks at night. 

An angel of  the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of  the Lord 

shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said 

to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great 

joy for all the people. Today in the 

town of  David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of  the 

heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to 

those on whom his favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let’s go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has 

told us about.”So they hurried off and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 

who was lying in the manger. 

When they had seen him, they 

spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this 

child, and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. But Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered 

them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as 

they had been told.TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND JOY 

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay, remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay. Remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joyIn Bethlehem, in Israel, this blessed 

Babe was born and laid within a 

manger upon this blessed morn. 

The which His Mother Mary did 

nothing take in scorn. Oh tidings 

of  comfort and joy, comfort and 

joy. Oh tidings of  comfort and joy.
Fear not then, said the Angel, let 

nothing you affright. This day is 

born a Saviour of  a pure Virgin 

bright to free all those who trust 

in Him from Satan’s pow’r and 

might. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.God rest ye merry gentlemen, let 

nothing you dismay, remember 

Christ our Saviour was born on 

Christmas Day to save us all from 

Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 

astray. Oh tidings of  comfort and 

joy, comfort and joy. Oh tidings of  

comfort and joy.WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED 
THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT

While shepherds watch’d their 

flocks by night, all seated on the 

ground, the angel of  the Lord came 

down and glory shone around. 

“Fear not,” said he, for mighty 

dread had seized their troubled 

mind; “Glad tidings of  great joy I 

bring to you and all mankind.”
“To you, in David’s town this day, 

is born of  David’s line the Saviour 

who is Christ the Lord and this 

shall be the sign: the heav’nly 

Babe you there shall find to 

human view displayed all meanly 

wrapped in swathing bands and in 

a manger laid.”Thus spake the seraph, and 

forthwith appeared a shining 

throng of  angels praising God, 

who thus addressed their joyful 

song: “All glory be to God on 

high and on the earth be peace. 

Goodwill henceforth from heav’n 

to men begin and never cease.”
JOY TO THE WORLD! Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 

let earth receive her King. Let 

every heart prepare him room, and 

heaven and nature sing, and heaven 

and nature sing, and heaven, and 

heaven, and nature sing.Joy to the world! The Saviour 

reigns; let men their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, 

and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, 

repeat the sounding joy.No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; He 

comes to make His blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the 

curse is found, far as, far as, the 

curse is found.He rules the world with truth and 

grace, and makes the nations prove 

the glories of  His righteousness, 

and wonders of  His love, and 

wonders of  His love, and wonders, 

wonders, of  His love.O HOLY NIGHT! O holy night! The stars are 

brightly shining, tt is the night of  

our dear Saviour’s birth. Long lay 

the world in sin and error pining, 

‘til He appear’d and the soul felt its 

worth. A thrill of  hope the weary 

world rejoices, for yonder breaks a 

new and glorious morn.Fall on your knees! O hear the 

angel voices! O night divine, O 

night when Christ was born; O 

night divine, O night, O night 

Divine.
Led by the light of  Faith serenely 

beaming, with glowing hearts by 

His cradle we stand. So led by 

light of  a star sweetly gleaming, 

here come the wise men from 

Orient land. The King of  Kings 

lay thus in lowly manger; In all our 

trials born to be our friend.
He knows our need, to our 

weakness is no stranger, behold 

your King! Before Him lowly 

bend! Behold your King, before 

Him lowly bend!Truly He taught us to love one 

another; His law is love and His 

gospel is peace. Chains shall He 

break for the slave is our brother; 

and in His name all oppression 

shall cease. Sweet hymns of  joy 

in grateful chorus raise we, let all 

within us praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! O praise His 

Name forever, His power and glory 

evermore proclaim. His power 

and glory evermore proclaim.

BIBLE READING 
Luke 1:26 – 38 (Powerpoint)

WATCH VIDEO: Incredible News!

MESSAGE
This story is hard to believe now – and it was hard to believe 2,000 years ago. It was 
no easier for Mary 2,000 years ago than for a modern day C21st Mary working on her 
laptop.

You can appreciate the shock for Mary. A visit from an angel is bizarre enough. Then 
to be told that you’d been chosen by God to give birth to a child that would be God’s 
son! That’s a lot for a young girl to get their head around. This is incredible news and 
for many, unbelievable news.

This story raised a lot of questions for Mary – and it raises a lot of questions for us.

Could there be a God who so loves the world that he is willing to enter into the world 
as a human being – to become one of us?  

Extraordinary, but the birth of Jesus says yes.

Could there be a God who would enter the world, not as a strong and powerful king – 
but as a weak and vulnerable baby? 

Again, incredible but the birth of Jesus says yes.

Could there be a God who uses ordinary people – like Mary – like you and me – to 
bring about his purposes in the world?

Amazing, but the birth of Jesus says yes! 

(Powerpoint slide) Mary is told by the angel:

You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 

him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; 
his kingdom will never end.’ (Luke 1:31-32)

That’s a lot for a teenage girl to take in. 
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What did Mary learn about this child she was to carry? 

Mary is told to name the baby Jesus. The name Jesus means ‘to deliver, to save or 
rescue’.  His name tells us what he was coming into the world to do. God would use 
this child  ‘to save’ the world – ‘to rescue’ a world that is broken and damaged.

This child will grow to ‘to save and rescue’ people from the damage and brokenness of 
sin and death. This baby will grow to become the most extraordinary man to live – to 
teach with wisdom and authority; to bring healing to the sick; to demonstrate grace 
to the most vulnerable; and to ultimately die on a cross and be resurrected from the 
dead.; to show us the love of God.

This child was to be God ‘in the flesh’ – to be a God who is present and near to us and 
not distant and remote. To show us a God of humility who knows what it means to live 
in our world with all its joys and pain.

If you are wondering what God is like – look at Jesus.

At Christmas, the Creator of the Universe enters our world. This God who knows what 
it is like to be born; to be weak and vulnerable; to be powerless; to be a refugee; to be 
hungry and cry and grow up as a teenager. A God who knows disappointment and joy 
and what it means to grow up in a family. He knows our joys and our struggles in life.

Mary receives this message in the way that we are invited to receive this message: 
in awe, and bewilderment, and astonishment. Although not much more than a child 
herself, Mary receives the word with obedience and resolution: 

(Powerpoint slide)

‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary said. ‘May your word to me be fulfilled.’ (Luke 1:38)

This Advent, may we become more open to receiving the Word of Christ deep into the 
very centre of our lives. Might the shock of it result in a renewed sense of humility and 
service. And might the love of Christ grow in us to full maturity. 

(Powerpoint slide)

PRAYER
Lord Jesus Christ, Eternal Word,
You came as a human being in the womb of Mary.
You, through whom the universe was created,
began your earthly course, in the womb of a humble virgin.
At the announcement of this miracle,
Mary responded in faith:
“Let it be done to me according to your word.”
May we who are made new creatures by your grace,
respond with such faith,
when you call us to your service. Amen
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An Incredible God!

BIBLE READING 
Luke 1:46-56 (Powerpoint)

WATCH VIDEO: An Incredible God!

MESSAGE
Mary has genuine concerns and fears. In the Jewish world of first century Israel, her 
pregnancy was a scandal. A teenage girl pregnant and unmarried was full of shame.

What will her parents think of her being pregnant and not married? What will Joseph 
think? What will others in their community think of her and the family? She will bring 
shame on herself and her family. How can she explain this to people and not be seen 
as a mad woman? Why would they listen to a teenage girl in the first century Middle 
Eastern world?

Are you ever concerned with what others think or how you are seen by others?

Yet Mary recognises that this pregnancy is much bigger than her own personal – and 
genuine concerns.  

She begins to anticipate the beginning of a major new work of God in the world. God’s 
kingdom breaking into the world. This is a world that looks very different to our world – 
and the world of the first century Roman Empire.

In a world where the rich and famous are celebrated, Mary tells of a God and the in 
breaking of a revolutionary kingdom where the rich, proud and powerful oppressors 
are brought down and God looks to lift up the humble and lowly and fill the hungry 
and poor. This was incredible and scandalous news. 

(Powerpoint slide)

‘ . . . he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts
He has brought down rulers from their thrones

But has lifted up the humble
He has filled the hungry with good things

But has sent the rich away empty.’  (Luke 2:51-52)

Sermon 2: 
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God is coming into the world to turn the values of the world upside down. The people 
the world features on social media and television and cinemas are humbled and the 
people who are most vulnerable are lifted up. Jesus will get into trouble with the 
moralistic, religious and powerful people too because he spends his time eating and 
drinking with ‘tax collectors and sinners.’ He spent time with scandalous people. This 
God was incredible and unexpected!

Who have you been eating and drinking with lately?

Mary and Elizabeth – and so many people of Israel had been longing to see the 
day – waiting and waiting to see the day when God would remember his promises 
to Abraham and act to bring in his kingdom and put the world right. Injustice was 
rampant, the Roman Empire looked to be in control, there was no care for the poor 
and vulnerable, and the people of God were longing for their God to intervene.

Mary and Elizabeth wait. Pregnant women learn to wait. A birth cannot be forced 
or rushed. The coming of God cannot be forced and cannot be rushed. They have 
received promises from God and they are learning to trust God. Will he come through?

Eternity swings on this moment.

Have you ever waited on God, fully aware that the current situation is utterly beyond 
your control? Have you ever wondered how God was going to work out his purposes in 
your life? Have you ever waited and waited for God to act when you have been in pain 
– and your life has been a mess? Waited while others sleep peacefully, oblivious to the 
gravity of your situation?

This is the discipline of Advent – waiting expectantly, humbly, trusting.  This, of all 
times, is the time of year when it’s okay to pray nervously, ‘God, help me!’

Christian hope is not passive patience that quietly waits with hands folded and eyes 
closed. Instead, hope cries to God in despair and protest. Hope cries out for God to turn 
from his silence and speak. Mary longs to see God act in the world – and so do we. 

(Powerpoint slide)

PRAYER
God of comfort, these times seem so uncertain, so incredible. The world seems darker 
than it has in the past and the future is uncertain.  Maybe that’s a good thing. Maybe 
we are now turning to you with a realisation that we need you so much more and that 
our lives are not in our control.  

Hold us all in your loving arms and let us be comforted by the strength and peace you 
want so much to offer us through the birth of your son, Jesus.  Thank you for the many 
gifts you offer us.
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An Incredible Birth 

BIBLE READING 
Luke 2:1-20 Christmas Day (Powerpoint)

WATCH VIDEO: An Incredible Birth – on a not so silent night

MESSAGE
Mary has just given birth to Jesus - but not in her home town with her family. She 
is a long way from her family support. Heavily pregnant, she has had to travel 150 
kilometres by donkey on the dusty dirt road from Nazareth to Bethlehem. It would 
have taken several days and she would have been exhausted. She had no air 
conditioning, no hospitals and no family support – other than Joseph.

Mary and Joseph had to do this because a politician - the Roman Emperor, Caesar 
Augustus had told everyone to go to his home town to be registered. In effect, he’s 
saying, “I need to know how many people are in the empire so I can know how much to 
tax you.” 

He saw himself as a god and figured a god should live in luxury and ease, and that the 
people, his subjects, should pay for his luxuries. So he taxed them. He didn’t care how 
his taxes placed financial burdens on the people, and he didn’t care that his method of 
registration disrupted the lives of his subjects. So Joseph and Mary had to leave their 
home town in Nazareth with their family and travel to Bethlehem – Joseph’s home town.

Things only get worse. When they finally arrive in Bethlehem, there is no place for 
them to stay. All the inns - all the Airbnb’s in town - were full. This is not a great way to 
start a marriage or a family!

An uncaring Emperor caused Joseph and Mary great troubles, but they endured them 
without complaining or becoming bitter, and God acts on their behalf and everything 
changes. 

History tells us that Caesar Augustus was praised for having brought peace.  But we 
know it was not a real or a lasting peace. The philosopher Epictetus said, ‘While the 
emperor may give peace from war on land and sea, he is unable to give peace from 
passion, grief and envy. He cannot give peace of heart for which man yearns more 
than even for outward peace.’ 

– on a not so silent night 

Sermon 3: 
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(Powerpoint slide) Incredibly, a  group of angels appear to a group of shepherds saying:

‘Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace to men on
Whom his favour rests.’ (2:14)

The angels make the incredible claim that Jesus, this baby, will bring true peace to 
the world. Peace does not come through the money, power and force of the Emperor, 
but through the humility and sacrificial service of Christ – the Son of God. These were 
incredible claims at the time and incredible claims today.

We imagine that peace comes with money or retirement or a holiday. The reality is that 
money, retirement and even a holiday, can be sources of stress and anxiety. They can 
provide peace for a time, but they don’t necessarily bring contentment and peace – 
certainly not a deep and sure peace.

The promise of Jesus’ birth is fulfilled and he is identified as the Saviour, the Christ and 
Lord. The birth of Jesus is a long-awaited moment and all of creation ends up joining 
in glorifying God as a result. It had been an incredible few days and months for Mary 
and now she was trying to make sense of it all. 

(Powerpoint slide) Luke tells us that:

‘Mary treasured up these things and pondered them in her heart.’ (Luke 2:19)

Mary is trying to make sense of what is happening to her and around her. Mary is in 
a strange town away from family. She has been through a grueling journey and just 
given birth – she is tired, her hormones are all over the place and she is learning what 
it means to be a new mother. 

Jesus has yet to do anything of note – he screams and needs feeding and changing 
like any newborn. It was not a silent night! He looks weak and vulnerable. His public 
ministry of teaching and healing is many years away and he looks just like any other 
child. She is again wondering ‘What does this all mean?’

This Christmas, we are called to humble ourselves and give thanks to God – who came 
to bring peace and show the love of God for the world. A peace and unconditional 
love that is deep and lasting and cannot be taken away. Christmas is just the 
beginning of the incredible life and work of Jesus.

(Powerpoint slide)

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for this Christmas Day – the day we remember and 
celebrate the incredible birth of Jesus, the Christ, our Lord and Saviour of the world.

We give you thanks for the peace that Jesus brings to this world and our lives. Help us 
to know your forgiveness and grace and love and go into the world to love and serve. 
In the name of Jesus.

Amen


