PENTECOST FOR KIDS
These activities can be used during by your kid’s ministry team in Sunday school or during a
kid’s segment in your Pentecost Sunday service. Depending on the amount of time you want to
dedicate to Pentecost, you can choose to use all or just some of the resources provided.
Bible passage: Acts 2:1-4

Tell the Pentecost story
When Jesus left his disciples and went to heaven, he told them: “Stay here in Jerusalem. I’m
sending you a special present; it is called the Holy Spirit.”
So, the disciples and their friends waited in Jerusalem. They were a little bit afraid because
Jesus had gone, and they were worried the Jewish leaders might still try to hurt them. But the
disciples were also a little bit excited about their special present. The wondered what the
Holy Spirit was, and what it would do.
On a special holiday, called Pentecost, the special present arrived. It arrived from heaven
with a loud whoosh, like a strong wind. The sound filled the house where the disciples were
staying, and little flames appeared above each of the disciples’ heads, but they didn’t get hot
or burnt by the flames.
The disciples could feel God’s gift, the Holy Spirit, inside them, all warm, fuzzy and powerful.
And then another amazing thing happened. They all started speaking different languages! So,
they went outside and started talking to people in their own language. Everyone was amazed
and confused.
Peter, one of the disciples, said to a crowd of people: “A long time ago, a prophet said that
God would pour out his Spirit on all people. This is what you can see today. God sent us his
Son, Jesus, and he lived with us and performed miracles, because God loves us so much. Jesus
was killed, and died for our sake, but he was resurrected and will come back again. He wants
to know you and forgive you for the wrong things you have done. He loves you and wants you
to love him back.
After hearing Peter’s words, lots of people decided to love Jesus. Because Peter and the
disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, about 3000 people decided to be baptised that day.
Video: Show the children the ‘Holy Spirit’ Bible Project YouTube video at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNNZO9i1Gjc
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SHARE
Which part of the story do you like best?
Which part of the story is the most important?
Is there part of the story we could leave out and still have all of the story?

PRAY
Thank God for sending his Holy Spirit to us.
Ask God to help you recognise the Holy Spirit.
Pray for opportunities to call on the Holy Spirit so that other people can have a relationship
with God.

Activity 1: Baking Soda Prayers
You will need: A baking tray with sides at least 2cm deep, baking soda, pipettes (droppers)
or

teaspoons,

white

vinegar,

food

colouring,

water,

cups

for

mixing

the

solutions

in,

newspaper/drop sheet for spills

METHOD
Get the children to evenly fill a baking tray with baking soda. In one cup, mix water and
food colouring, while in another, mix white vinegar with food colouring.
Invite children to fill a pipette with the water mix. Explain that when we try to do things on
our own, without the Holy Spirit’s presence, we don’t always make much of a difference.
Allow them to drop the water mix onto the baking soda and comment about how it’s made
a little mark, but nothing extraordinary has happened.
Invite children to fill a pipette with the vinegar mixture and explain that when we ask for
God’s help and invite the Holy Spirit to work through us, amazing things can happen. Ask
kids to drop the vinegar mix onto the baking soda and explain that the Holy Spirit has
power that we don’t have. When we mix the food colouring with water it’s like us trying to
do work without the Holy Spirit, but when we mix the food colouring with vinegar it has
extra fizz. In a similar way, the Holy Spirit working through us has extra power.

THINK
Discuss how the Holy Spirit fills our prayers with God’s power. As you talk with the
children drop some vinegar mix onto the baking soda as a symbol of the Holy Spirit
working in our lives.
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Activity 2: Flame Headdress
You will need: Sturdy card long enough to make headbands, sticky tape, scissors, coloured
card in red, orange, and yellow, shiny paper or coloured cellophane, glue.

METHOD
While the headband is still flat use your craft materials to makes flames and attach them to
your headband.
When you have decorated your headband to your liking, tape the ends together and wear it.

THINK
The Holy Spirit can be a confusing concept for both older and newer believers. Talk with the
children about who they understand the Holy Spirit to be.
Activity 3: Bubbles
You will need: Large bucket, two sticks with a loop of string between them, bubble mix
(dishwashing liquid and water usually does the trick), drop cloth to catch drips of bubble
mixture OR extra-large bubble wand from somewhere like Kmart.

METHOD
Let everyone have a go at making large bubbles. The string loop method sometimes
requires a bit of patience and practice, so you may want some little bubble bottles on
hand to keep younger children interested.

THINK
Just as we can’t see air, we also can’t see the Holy Spirit. But just as we can see the effect of
the air as the bubbles float and get blown around, we can see the effects of the Holy Spirit. At
Pentecost the disciples felt the Holy Spirit in them, they spoke in languages they hadn’t known
before that moment. Those were the effects of the Holy Spirit. Ask the children to talk
about ways they have seen the Holy Spirit work.

*These resources, based on Messy Church principles, have been adopted from material produced by the
New Zealand, Fiji, Tonga and Samoa Territory Children’s Ministries.

