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GET UP!
STAND UP!
SHOW UP!

Introduction
NAIDOC Week is a time to celebrate
the rich, living cultures and outstanding
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples.
It is also a time to learn about First Nations
cultures and our shared histories, and
consider our response to the ongoing
prejudice and disadvantage experienced by
Australia’s First Nations peoples.
This morning we are going to look at what
Jesus might say to us through the story of
the Good Samaritan.
Read Luke 10:25-37

1. See the pain
Jesus wants us to engage with
people’s pain.
In the story, a man was robbed and beaten
and left on the side of the road. The first
person to come by was a priest. Perhaps he
was busy, on his way to serve in the temple.
Maybe he was queasy. We don’t know why,
but he turned his head, crossed the street
and avoided the man who needed his help.
A temple helper came next. He too ignored
the man. Finally, a Samaritan man came
along. He did not walk away. He turned his
eyes and his attention to the man’s pain.
It is clear from the story that Jesus wants us
to be like the Samaritan man. He wants us
to turn our eyes to people’s pain.
ILLUSTRATION:
Many years ago, psychologists conducted
an experiment to investigate what stops
people from helping others when they
are in obvious, urgent need. The study
took place at a Bible college. One group
of trainee ministers were asked to prepare
Darley, J. M., & Batson, C. D. (1973). “From Jerusalem to Jericho”: A study of situational and dispositional variables in helping
behavior. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 27(1), 100–108. https://doi.org/10.1037/h0034449
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a talk on the parable of the Good Samaritan. A
second group of trainee ministers were asked
to prepare a talk on an unrelated topic. Later,
individuals from both groups were told to
walk to a nearby building and present
their talk. Some were told they were
running late. Others were told they
had plenty of time. On the way to
the presentation, each student
passed an actor, slumped next to
the footpath, head down, eyes
closed, coughing and groaning.
The question was: “Who would
stop and help?” You might have
expected that those who had the
Good Samaritan Scripture fresh
in their minds would be most likely
to stop. Surprisingly, the assigned
topic had little impact. The thing that
had the biggest impact was how much of a
hurry they were in1.
God wants us to slow down and turn our eyes to
the pain of those who are hurting.
Have you turned your eyes to the past and
present oppression experienced by Australia’s
First Nations peoples? Have you slowed down
to hear stories, listen to statistics and build
relationships?
This NAIDOC Week, maybe you can watch a film,
read a book, attend a NAIDOC Week event or
share a meal with an Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander friend. One thing is clear. God does not
want us to look away.

2. Show compassion
What was the key difference between the
Samaritan and the two men who did not stop?
It was “compassion” (verse 33).
The Greek word used here for compassion is a
vivid one. It comes from a word that refers to the
intestines, or the bowels2. Our equivalent would
be a “gut feeling” – a feeling that comes from the
deepest part of who we are. Almost every time it
is used in the New Testament, it refers to the love
of Jesus or of God the Father. It is a feeling of
2 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g4697/kjv/tr/0-1/

care that insists on action.
The Collins Dictionary says compassion is:
“A feeling of deep sympathy and sorrow
for another who is stricken by misfortune,
accompanied by a strong desire to alleviate
the suffering.”
Can you think of a time when you were moved
by compassion?
ILLUSTRATION:
[You might like to include a personal example
here] A friend of mine recently witnessed a
toddler being hit repeatedly and forcefully by
an adult on the street. She didn’t have to think
twice about it. She immediately intervened. She
felt sorrow for the child, and this resulted in
immediate action.

3 Brooke Fraser, Hillsong UNITED, Album: Immerse, 2008

4 John R.W.Stott, Who is My Neighbor? Inter-Varsity Press, London. 1976

We might find it easy to feel compassion for a
family member, a baby or someone who looks like
us, but Jesus wants us to show compassion to all
his children.
In the song, Hosanna by Brooke Fraser3 there is
a line that says, “Break my heart for what breaks
yours.” Let’s pray that God would fill us with
compassion for all who hurt.

3. Confront our prejudice and bias
In Australian society today, the word ‘Samaritan’
has positive connotations. We think of headlines
like, “Good Samaritan saves child from burning
building,” or maybe you think of the charity,
‘Samaritan’s Purse’.
When Jesus first told this story, his audience
would have felt differently about the word.
The Jews hated Samaritans and considered
them inferior.
By making the Samaritan the hero of the story,
Jesus highlighted the unacceptable bias of
his listeners.
God created all people in his image. Biased
and prejudiced views about others are harmful
and contrary to how he wants us to think and
live. Sometimes, we are not even aware of the
biased views that we hold.
ILLUSTRATION:
It is estimated that between 1910 and 1970, as
many as one third of all Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander children were forcibly removed
from their homes and families. This practice,
which we now consider unthinkable, was based
on an incorrect and biased assumption that the
lives of First Nations peoples would be improved
by their assimilation into white society.
These children were forbidden to speak their
traditional language or to use the names
given to them by their families. The damage
that was done to Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities resulted in tremendous
generational trauma. The impact is still being
felt today.

While this is an example from our history,
research released in 2020 suggests that 75 per
cent of Australians still exhibit some implicit
bias towards Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples.
God calls us to love each other for who we
are, embracing and celebrating the beauty of
diversity. He calls us to see the value in each
person, to humbly learn from each other and
to show deep respect in our interactions.
Let us ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to us any
biased or prejudiced views we hold towards
other people or groups.
May we, like the Psalmist, pray, “Search me, O
God, and know my heart … point out anything in
me that offends you” (Psalm 139:23-24, NLT).
Let us pray that we would see all people as God
sees them – unique, priceless and loved.

4. Act
The Samaritan saw that a stranger had
been treated cruelly and the resulting
need. He responded with deep compassion.
Then he took action.
His response was practical. He bandaged the
man’s wounds and gave him transport. It also
involved personal sacrifice. He paid for his
accommodation.
God’s call for us to respond to need with
practical actions is expressed in James 2:14-26:
“14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if
someone claims to have faith but has no deeds?
Can such faith save them? 15
Suppose a brother or a
sister is without clothes
and daily food. 16 If
one of you says
to them, ‘Go in
peace; keep
warm and well
fed,’ but does
nothing about
their physical

needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith
by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is
dead” (James 2:14-17, NIV).
Again, we hear this reinforced in
Proverbs 31:8-9 (NLT):
“Speak up for those who cannot speak for
themselves;
ensure justice for those being crushed.
9 Yes, speak up for the poor and helpless,
and see that they get justice.”
As the NAIDOC theme for 2022 says, we need
to “Get Up! Stand up! Show Up!”
Moses roamed about the desert, minding his own
business (and the sheep) when God called to
him. Your people are in slavery and you are in a
position to help. Get Up! Show Up! Stand Up!
David was trying to stay out of the way of his
big brothers (and minding the sheep) when
God called to him. Your people are being bullied
and harassed and you have the tools to help.
Get Up! Show Up! Stand Up!
Esther was playing politics, trying to appease
the king when God called to her. Your people are
being persecuted and you are in a position of
great influence. Get Up! Show Up! Stand Up!
Matthew was collecting taxes and Peter was
fishing, when Jesus called to them. Your people
are lost and confused, and you have
been shown the way. Get Up!
Show Up! Stand Up!
In theologian John
Stott’s booklet,
Who Is
My Neighbor?
he expands

on what is meant in Acts 10:38 when it says that
Jesus, “went about doing good”:
“‘He went about doing good.’ This is a beautiful
description. Jesus never did harm to anyone.
On the contrary, to everybody and in every
circumstance, he did positive good.
“He was not afraid to look human need in the
face ... And what He saw invariably moved Him
to compassion, and so to, compassionate service
... He saw, He felt, He acted ...
“‘Doing good’ must be the genuine expression
of our love … love that is not sloppy or selfish
sentimentality, but rather the sacrificing of
ourselves to serve others constructively.” 4
Where are you at today? How is God calling you
to get up, show up and stand up?

Closing prayer
Lord, we are sorry for the times when we have
willfully ignored those who are downtrodden. May
we be like the Samaritan who stopped and gave
his attention to the need before him.
Call our attention to any prejudiced ideas or
assumptions we might hold. We acknowledge
how deeply harmful all forms of prejudice can
be. Help us to see all people as your children,
created in your image – our brothers and sisters
in Christ.
Fill us with your compassion and
move us to brave action.
May we fight alongside
others to stamp out
oppression and
usher in healing.
Amen.

Luke 10:25-37
25 One day an expert in religious law stood
up to test Jesus by asking him this question:
“Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?”
26 Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses
say? How do you read it?”
27 The man answered, “‘You must love the Lord
your God with all your heart, all your soul, all
your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love
your neighbour as yourself.’”
28 “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you
will live!”
29 The man wanted to justify his
actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is
my neighbour?”
30 Jesus replied with a story: “A
Jewish man was traveling from
Jerusalem down to Jericho, and
he was attacked by bandits. They
stripped him of his clothes, beat
him up, and left him half dead
beside the road.
31 “By chance a priest came along.
But when he saw the man lying
there, he crossed to the other side
of the road and passed him by. 32
A Temple assistant walked over and
looked at him lying there, but he also
passed by on the other side.
33 “Then a despised Samaritan came
along, and when he saw the man, he felt
compassion for him. 34 Going over to him,
the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive
oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put
the man on his own donkey and took him to an
inn, where he took care of him. 35 The next day
he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling
him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher
than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’
36 “Now which of these three would you say was
a neighbour to the man who was attacked by
bandits?” Jesus asked.

37 The man replied, “The one who showed him
mercy.” Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do
the same.”

