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Kids Time 

First Sunday of Advent
27 November 2022

Collect several items that might be required when preparing for Christmas. This may include:
 
· Gifts
· Gift wrap
· Decorations
· Christmas cards
· Christmas cake or pudding
· Nativity set 

Before the meeting starts, place the items on a table at one end of the room. Keep them covered with a cloth and have a volunteer standing by the table to assist.

I wonder if you have started getting ready for Christmas. Has anyone put up a Christmas tree? Have you been thinking about a special present you might like? You might even have started to make a gift for someone else. Before Christmas begins, we have to get ready.

What things do you think we might need to get ready for Christmas? I have gathered some things that I need. Can you guess what they are?

Acknowledge all the responses. If a child names something that you have on the table, ask them to run to the table and retrieve the item from the assistant. 

The very first Christmas, the day that Jesus was born, took lots of preparation. Mary and Joseph were Jesus’ mum and dad. They had to get ready for a trip and they had to get ready for a new baby.

As Christmas gets closer, let’s spend time thinking about him. We can get ready to remember the birth of Jesus at Christmas and we can get ready for Jesus to be part of our lives.










Second Sunday of Advent
4 December 2022

Set up a simple obstacle course. 

Choose a child volunteer and ask them to study the course and plan their way through. Ask them if they feel sure about the way to get through the course. (To avoid injury, please ensure someone remains close to the child as they attempt the obstacle course.) 

· Blindfold the volunteer. Ask them if they still feel confident about how to get through the obstacle course. 

· Spin the volunteer around. Ask again if they still feel confident about the way through the course.  

· While this is happening, have someone quietly (secretly) move some of the obstacles around.  

· Allow the volunteer to attempt to navigate the obstacle course. 

Choose another volunteer to act as a guide. 

· Allow the child a second attempt at navigating the course as the guide gives them instructions, telling them what is coming next. 

Remove the blindfold. Ask: 
· How did you feel when you tried to move through the obstacle course? 

· What difference did it make to have someone telling you about what was coming up next? 

Sometimes we can feel confused or disorientated. For example, we can feel disorientated when we get lost in a shopping centre. Then a sign, or a shop that we know might help us to get back on track – or reorientated. 

We can also feel confused or disorientated when we are going through challenges, or when things change. 

In today’s story we meet John the Baptist. John the Baptist was a quirky guy. He lived out in the desert, he ate bugs and he wore camel skins. John was actually a cousin of Jesus and his job was to tell people that Jesus was coming and he was going to bring a new way of living. 

For some people, this new way of living would feel disorientating – a bit like wearing a blindfold and trying to find their way through an obstacle course. But thankfully, Jesus didn’t only come to tell people they could live a new and better way, he also came to guide us all – to show us how. 






Third Sunday of Advent
11 December 2022

Invite the children to join you on the platform, or at the front of your meeting space.  

Good morning children. Each one of you is about to be given a small treat, but there is one catch. You can’t open or eat it yet. You need to wait.  

Have an adult helper give each child a small, wrapped lolly or chocolate.  

Waiting for things can be difficult, can’t it? 

Have you ever made jelly? You add the water to the sugar crystals, stir, pour it into the mould, put it in the fridge and what do you do next? Wait! You need to wait. 

Raise your hand if you’ve ever waited in line for a ride at a theme park or fairground? Sometimes the line seems to move so slowly, doesn’t it? But you can’t do anything about it. All you can do is wait.  

At times we need to wait for things that are much more important than jelly or rides. 

Some children are waiting to see a family member they haven’t seen for a long time. Others are waiting for an operation that will help them get better. Many of you had to wait to go back to school during COVID lockdowns.  

The Bible has some good advice for us to follow when we find ourselves waiting. Romans 12:12b says, “Be patient in times of trouble, and never stop praying.” Can you say it with me? “Be patient in times of trouble, and never stop praying.” 

Next time find it hard to wait, try talking to Jesus. Instead of focusing on the waiting, focus on him. You could even ask a friend, leader or parent to pray with you. Remember, Jesus is always with you and you can talk to him any time and anywhere.





Fourth Sunday of Advent
18 December 2022
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Print or draw a very simple representation of a baby, similar to the one shown here, or have it ready to display on the screen – ensure that it is not shown until the activity is completed.  
 
Provide everyone with pencils and paper. 
 
I have a picture and I want you to draw it. I’m not going to show it to you, I’m just going to describe it to you. You need to try to copy my picture by listening to what I tell you about it. 
 
Give instructions, one at a time, that do not give away that it is a baby. For instance, instead of saying “draw two eyes”, say, “draw two small circles halfway down the larger circle”. Instead of saying, “draw a mouth”, say, “draw a u-shaped line at the bottom of the large circle”.  
 
When you have finished giving the instructions, ask, “What did you draw?” 
 
Allow everyone to show their pictures. Then reveal the original picture. Compare how closely everyone was able to replicate it. 
 
It’s hard for us to imagine, or really understand something when we haven’t seen it. 

God has always been and always will be with us. But it is difficult for us to understand what God is like – who God is – without actually seeing or hearing him.  
 
We have some idea – like hearing instructions for the picture we drew – but it was hard to really understand what the original picture looked like until we saw it.  
 
When Jesus was born, one of the names that people called him was Immanuel. This means ‘God is with us’. 

Getting to know Jesus, learning from him and watching how he lived, helped many people in Jesus’ time to understand more about what God was like. 

And, learning about Jesus and his life helps us to understand and know who God is. 

Christmas Day 
25 December 2022

Prior to the meeting, arrange for two or three volunteers who are well known in your corps to quietly move into a different room just before the kids’ time commences (perhaps during a song). Arrange to a have a microphone in the room for them.  

Explain to them that when you ask for a volunteer to speak, they should, one at a time, say something like, “Merry Christmas everyone”. The words don’t have to be exactly the same but the message should be similar for each volunteer. The children will then have an opportunity to guess whose voice it is.  

Does anyone know what day it is today? 

There are some people who have a message for you today. I want you to listen carefully. 

First volunteer to say their message.  

I wonder if you know whose voice that was? 

Give the children an opportunity to guess then repeat with the other volunteers. Congratulate them on their correct guesses. 

When we know someone, we recognise their voice. I wonder if you have ever heard God speak? Would you recognise his voice if you heard it? God doesn’t usually speak in a voice like you and I do. When we read the story of Christmas, we see that God spoke in lots of different ways. 

You might like to have a nativity set and point to the different characters as you mention them. 
 
In the Christmas story God spoke:  
· Through angels 
· to Mary 
· to Joseph 
· to the Shepherds 
· Through a bright shining star 
· Through the birth of Jesus Christ
 
In Luke 2, God’s message to the Shepherds was this: “Don't be afraid! I have good news for you, which will make everyone happy. This very day in King David's hometown, a Saviour was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. You will know who he is, because you will find him dressed in baby clothes and lying on a bed of hay.” 
 
Even though God doesn’t generally speak the same way that we speak to each other, when we know God, we can learn to recognise when he is speaking to us. 
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