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Definition and information about education system for adults in Australia 

LEARNING ENGLISH 

TAFE 

 

Free English lessons to new migrants with permanent visas, including 
refugees and some temporary visa categories. Students can now study until 
they reach higher level of proficiency. There is no longer 510 hours 
limitation. Classes options: full-time, part-time, evening or weekend, online 
or with a volunteer tutor at home. Free childcare is available for children 
under school age.  

Learn about Australian society, culture and customs including speaking, 
listening, reading and writing skills, for everyday living, work and further 
study. Contact: TasTAFE (1300 655 307 or email 
Languages.sth@TasTafe.tas.edu.au) or Navitas English (1300 798 111 or 
email amepenquiry@navitas.com 

TAFE (Technical and Further Education) is the largest tertiary and training 

provider in Tasmania. TAFE offers vocational courses with job-specific training 

in a wide range of industries such as childcare, hospitality, carpentry etc.  

Some TAFE courses are cheaper and shorter than university. Some courses are 

about six months or one year in length.   

TAFE have apprenticeships courses that involve class attendance and on-the-

job training, such as in hairdressing, carpentry and plumbing. At the end of the 

apprenticeship, you will have a qualification in that field.   
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UNIVERSITY and COLLEGES 

 

 

FEES – TAFE, University, College 

• Fees and charges for universities, TAFE and public colleges is payable by students and some are subsidised by the 

government.  

• Undergraduate students who are citizen or permanent residents of Australia are eligible to apply for 

Commonwealth Supported Places (CSPs), where the government covers part of the fee and students pay the rest. 

• Only students enrolled in CSPs can apply for HECS-HELP, which is a loan to pay university/TAFE fees.  

• Temporary residents or overseas citizens are not eligible for CSP and HECS-HELP, and must pay as full-fee paying 

international students. 

Universities are mostly government-owned tertiary education 

institutions with a wide range of fields of study. Students start with 

undergraduate course or bachelor degree and continue with 

postgraduate studies such as master’s or doctorates degree. 

Students can study full-time or part-time. 

Colleges also offer undergraduate and postgraduate courses 

however they usually specialise in particular field of study, for 

example creative arts, business and agriculture. Some colleges are 

privately-owned and aligned by a religious belief, for example a 

Christian or Islamic College. 

 

Both universities and colleges offer undergraduate and 

postgraduate courses. An undergraduate course is usually a 3 years 

study after Year 12 for a Bachelor degree qualification. The next 

level of study is postgraduate course, which awarded with Graduate 

Certificate/Diploma or Master degree. 

 


