ALL AGE WORSHIP >

EASTER

Purpose /
Outcome

When we look at the Easter story
we can feel overwhelmed by the
amount of Scripture there is to
examine. As a result we may
need to focus on just one section
of the story.

This all age Easter worship
outline allows the presentation
of the scriptures to take place in
four drama presentations that
encourageinteractive participation
by the whole congregation.

The goal in presenting the Bible
content in this way is to help
everyone enter into the events
of Easter by being involved in a
meaningful experience.

This resource is best suited to a
Good Friday service.

Consider &
Prepare

The Biblical narrative is broken
up into four parts. You will need
to prepare the four dramas before
the service.

You could have one group of
people who perform all four

dramas or you could have four
different groups. You might like to
choose people who can organise
their own participants for the
drama, you could ask family
groups or you could ask different
sections to take care of one
presentation each.

The drama group/s will be
responsible to present each part
of the Easter story in a dramatic
way and involve the congregation
so that everyone becomes part of
the action.

 Drama 1: The Last Supper;
Luke 22:7-22

e Drama 2: The Arrest; Luke
22:39-53

* Drama 3: The Interrogation;
Luke 22:66-71, Luke 23:1-25

e Drama 4: The Cross; Luke
23:26, 32-56

More information for
preparing the dramas is
included at the end of this
resource.

Print the template included at the
end of this resource to distribute.
Invite everyone to record what
they experience in each of the
four sections. You will need to
provide pencils or markers.
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*Caution

Keep in mind that the Easter story is violent and
confronting. Ensure that children are encouraged
to move around within their family groups or with
other ‘safe’ and supportive adults. Consider making
a space where anyone can go for some time out.

Putting it all together
Each group performs their part of the story.

If the space allows, it will work well for the groups to
move around the space as each different part of the
story unfolds. The group that will perform next can
move off first to get into position and the ‘audience’
follows.

Song suggestions

Use songs to transition between each drama and to
allow for the participation of the congregation and
reflection at the end of each part of the story.

Suggestions have been made in the outline below.
It will be important to choose songs that help people
think about the drama they just seen so if you are not
using the suggestions given you will need to keep
that in mind.

You Will Need

A space set up in which to perform the dramas

 Copies of the templates to record what is
experienced

* Pencils/ pens/ markers

* Items for each of the chosen participation
elements
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Easter 2015

Introduction

Drama 1
Comment
Participation

Song

Drama 2
Comment
Participation

Song

Drama 3
Comment
Participation

Song

Drama 4
Comment
Participation

Song

Final Comment

Leave in silence

The Last Supper - Luke 22:7-22

Here | am to worship/ Jesus Messiah/
My life must be Christ’s broken bread

The Arrest - Luke 22:39-53

All we like sheep/ Man of Sorrows/ Above All

The Interrogation - Luke 22:66-71, Luke 23:1-25

How Deep the Father’s love/ Scandal of Grace/

Sacred hands of Jesus/ Man of Sorrows

The Cross - Luke 23:26, 32-56

Once Again/ Worthy is the Lamb
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Introduction/Call to Worship

Take a moment to think about how many choices
you have made since you woke up this morning. All
day, every day we make choices - what to eat, what
to wear, where to go, who to talk to. You made a
choice to be here today.

Today we remember that Jesus made a choice. He
chose to come to Earth as a baby, he became a
man. He chose to go to the cross in obedience to his
father and out of his great love for us. God chose to
rescue us, to redeem us and to bring us back to a
right relationship with himself.

Today we are going to look at the events surrounding
Jesus’ death. You will be asked to interact with each
of the four dramas that will be presented to help us
understand the events leading to the cross.

The Last Supper Drama — Luke 22:7-22

Comment: Every time we eat and drink, we can
remember that Jesus gave up his life so that we can
have new life in him.

Participation — Suggestion:

Pass around some baskets of flat bread so everyone
can tear a piece off. (Consider a gluten free option.)

Pass out cups then pass around jugs of water or
juice. Or pass around cups of water or juice already
filled.

Song

Here | am to worship (Tim Hughes) or Jesus Messiah
(Chris Tomlin) or My life must be Christ's broken
bread (TSA Song book)

The Arrest Drama — Luke 22:39-53

Comment: While Jesus prayed in pain, the Bible says
the disciples fell asleep. Taste this salt to remember
the tears of sadness and pain shed at this time.
Jesus was willing to face sadness, tears and pain
because he loves us and wanted us to have a
friendship with God that was no longer damaged by
our sin.

Participation — Suggestion:

Ask the congregation to pretend to sleep just
as the disciples slept. Jesus wakes them with a
commanding voice (saying verse 46.)

At the end of the drama pass out salt for

everyone to taste to remind them of the tears
and sadness.

Song

All we like sheep (Don Moen) or Man of Sorrows
(Hillsong) or Above All (Michael W Smith)

The Interrogation Drama — Luke 22:66-71,
Luke 23:1-25

Comment: Jesus faced trial and judgment from
people who did not understand who he really was.
God sent Jesus to save us from his fair and just
judgment.

Participation — Suggestion:

During the presentation, Herod and the soldiers
could dress Jesus in a robe. At the time of Pilate’s
second questioning the audience could be asked
to participate in the shouting of Luke 23:18 & 21,
stomping feet, creating noise. After the presentation,
the audience could have turns at hitting a hammer
on a piece of wood. (you may need several of these
to pass around if you have a large congregation.)

Song

How Deep the Father’s love or Scandal of Grace
(Hillsong United) or Sacred hands of Jesus (TSA
song book 129) or Man of Sorrows (Hillsong)

The Cross Drama — Luke 23:26, 32-56

Comment: Jesus suffered. He felt real pain and
abandonment; and he really did die. He did this so
that we need never be separated from God by our
sin. As you pour this water think about how Jesus
poured out his life for you.

Participation — Suggestion:

During the presentation when Jesus is placed on the
cross, have someone hammering nails into wood.
Everyone files past Jesus on the cross and pours
water from a jug into a bowl as they think about how
Jesus poured out his life for us.

Song

Once Again (Matt Redman) or Worthy is the Lamb
(Darlene Zschech)

Final Comment

Today we reflect on the suffering and sacrifice
of Jesus — we are going to leave in silence as we
reflect on these things. But this is not the end of the
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story. Join us again on Sunday as we recall what
happened next.

Leave in silence and quiet reflection.

THE DRAMAS
1. The Last Supper; Luke 22:7-22

Planning the Drama:

« Discuss how you might perform your group’s
part of the story.

« Choose a narrator to read the Bible passage
and people to act out the story as it unfolds.
Decide if the actors will speak their parts or
whether you will use narration only.

< Decide how you will involve the audience.
You can use the suggestion provided or come
up with your own.

« Make a list of the resources you will need.

< Practice the drama once you have decided
how you will present this part of the story.

< Practice how you will include and interact with
the audience throughout your performance.

Suggestion:

Pass around some baskets of flat bread so everyone
can tear a piece off.

Pass out cups then pass around jugs of water or
juice. Or pass around cups of water or juice already
filled.

2. The Arrest; Luke 22:39-53

Planning the Drama:

< Discuss how you might perform your group’s
part of the story.

« Choose a narrator to read the Bible passage
and people to act out the story as it unfolds.
Decide if the actor swill speak their parts or
whether you will use narration only.

< Decide how you will involve the audience.
You can use the suggestion provided or come
up with your own.

« Make a list of the resources you will need.

< Practice the drama once you have decided
how you will present this part of the story.

< Practice how you will include and interact with
the audience throughout your performance.

Suggestion:

Ask the congregation to pretend to sleep just
as the disciples slept. Jesus wakes them

with a commanding voice (saying verse 46.)
At the end of the drama pass out salt for everyone to
taste to remind them of the tears and sadness.

3. The Interrogation; Luke 22:66-71, Luke 23:1-
25

Planning the Drama:

< Discuss how you might perform your group’s
part of the story.

< Choose a narrator to read the Bible passage
and people to act out the story as it unfolds.
Decide if the actor will speak their parts or
whether you will use narration only.

< Decide how you will involve the audience.
You can use the suggestion provided or come
up with your own.

< Make a list of the resources you will need.

< Practice the drama once you have decided
how you will present this part of the story.

< Practice how you will include and interact with
the audience throughout your performance.

Suggestion:

During the presentation, Herod and the soldiers
could dress Jesus in a robe. At the time of Pilate’s
second questioning the audience could be asked
to participate in the shouting of Luke 23:18 & 21,
stomping feet, creating noise. After the presentation,
the audience could have turns at hitting a hammer
on a piece of wood. (you may need several of these
to pass around if you have a large congregation.)

4. The Cross; Luke 23:26, 32-56

Planning the Drama:

<+ Discuss how you might perform your group’s
part of the story.

« Discuss how you might perform your group’s
part of the story.

< Choose a narrator to read the Bible passage
and people to act out the story as it unfolds.
Decide if the actor will speak their parts or
whether you will use narration only.

< Decide how you will involve the audience.
You can use the suggestion provided or come
up with your own.

< Make a list of the resources you will need.

< Practice the drama once you have decided
how you will present this part of the story.

< Practice how you will include and interact with
the audience throughout your performance.
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Suggestion:

During the presentation when Jesus is placed on the
cross, have someone hammering nails into wood.

Everyone files past Jesus on the cross and pours
water from a jug into a bowl as they think about how
Jesus poured out his life for us.
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Write words or draw pictures to describe what happens in each story
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