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The Mission Resources Team and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Team have worked together to provide a prayer, reflection and poem for Australia Day. Please use whatever is helpful to you. 


A congregational prayer

Dear Lord,

We thank you for our beautiful country. This land of Australia with its blue mountains, red dust plains, brown creeks, and lush green rainforests. We thank you for the uniqueness of our wildlife, our birds and animals, both on land and in water. 

We praise you for the First Peoples of our nation – the Traditional Custodians of this land. We acknowledge that they live lightly on the land, preserving it and nurturing it. We celebrate the living cultures that contribute so richly to our communities. 

We recall with deep sorrow the terrible harm that was caused by those who colonised this land – harm to First Nations people, languages and livelihood and harm to the lands and waters. We recognise that the impact continues today and pray that all Australians will continue to strive for reconciliation and justice. Please lead us forward – show each one of us our part to play. 

We thank you that Australia has provided a new start for people from many countries in every generation. Inspire us each to welcome and help those who face the challenges of establishing lives in a new country.

For our government and leaders, we ask for wise policies, justice and equity, and the ability and courage to tackle important issues. Help us to contribute generously to our neighbouring nations, and to our world.

By your Holy Spirit, please revive our churches, that we may be a shining light for our nation. Equip us to transform Australia, one life at a time, with the love of Jesus. 

Teach each of us to trust in Jesus and follow his example to love our neighbours. May your name be glorified in Australia, your kingdom come, and your will be done.
Amen




A reflection from Tahana Turner 

This personal reflection was written by Tahana Turner, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Engagement Coordinator, Queensland Division. 

For many Australians, 26 January brings recognition and celebration of what it means to live in this country. For the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people of this nation, 26 January represents an event that is painful – an event that still impacts Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and their communities. To better understand the story of our First Nations people on Australia Day, we need to understand our shared history, and this is a huge task.
To understand the complexity and scale of what has happened, it can be helpful to reflect on times in own lives when we have been harmed or when we have harmed someone else. Think about the recompense or retribution that was needed on those occasions, and multiply that by millions. 
  
So, how can we work towards reconciliation? 
Jesus shows us the way. The process of reconciliation and unity or the ministry of reconciliation was demonstrated in the most perfect way by Jesus. Firstly, we need to forgive – then healing can take place. When we forgive and allow the power of the Holy Spirit to work, we can truly love one another. When Christ went to the cross, he became the mediator that could ensure that mercy was shown, and justice was present. Jesus has shown us the true ministry of what reconciliation means.

So, we need to acknowledge that Christ is the answer for our nation. We must listen and learn about this day and move forward together in love. These steps are much easier to read than do – but we must pursue this monumental piece of work. 
How can you demonstrate the love of God to your Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander brothers and sisters? By loving them, like Christ loves you and forgives you. Not just with words, but with actions. Matthew 25:40 (ESV) says, “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’ What does this look like for you? 
As we reflect and remember what Australia Day represents, we must remind of ourselves what Romans 12:15-16a (NLT) says: “Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with each other”. Christ doesn’t want us to be at odds with each other, but to think about now being the time to forgive, now being the time to heal, now being the time to love and show our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander brothers and sisters that we stand with them.



A poem from Aunty Clare Lena

In the following poem, Aunty Clare Lena shares her heart. Aunty Clare is a Mununjali woman from South-East Queensland and an Elder on the Five Stones Leadership Project – a course that develops Christian Indigenous Leaders across Australia. As we reflect on Aunty Clare’s words, let’s strive to hear her heart and let’s invite the Holy Spirit to speak to us.

Walking Together Right Way

White man said they discovered Australia
Black man said it was already inhabited

God spoke everything into being
He already had a plan 

Both men fought, one to rule and one for freedom to live
God watched to see if man would forgive

The Land –
Is the Heartbeat of Our Nation
Constantly crying out for release
She Speaks

For as deep as the oceans and as vast as the desert,
The Spirit moves
Aboriginal people live and breathe this Land
And this will never cease

We don’t celebrate this day
We acknowledge it for what it represents - dispossession, heartache and pain
Our Old People fought and died 
To try and keep our Traditions and Lores alive

They walked this Land proud and strong
As God intended all along




It is now we both need to heal
It is now we both need to pray
It is now we both need to grow
It is now we need to stand together
On this beautiful Land we call Home

No more guilt
No more tears
No more shame
No more fears
No more blame
Lets’ lift each other up in Unity
Lets’ support each other 
Lets’ move forward together as one

On this sacred Land
We walk hand in hand
For this is the only way we can stand
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