

Scripture passages for weddings

Romans 12:9-12 (NLT)
Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. 10 Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. 11 Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. 12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. 

· Paul is urging Christians to put sacrificial love into action. It takes effort. In a marriage, love makes the choice, every day, to put the other person first. 
· Believers love genuinely, without hypocrisy. When a husband and wife come together, they see everything. There is no hiding from one another.


1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NLT)
Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.

· This is the way God loves us and calls us to love our spouse.
· This is what real love is. We might not get it right every day but in marriage we give each other the grace to try again.


1 John 3:18 (NLT)
“…let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.”

· When we say we love our spouse, we follow up with actions confirming it. We lay aside selfishness and put the other person first. 


Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NLT)
Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. 10 If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real trouble. 11 Likewise, two people lying close together can keep each other warm. But how can one be warm alone? 12 A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken.

· Within a marriage we help each other; we encourage and build each other up. 
· You have someone in your corner for the rest of your life. This is one of life's greatest treasures. 


John 15:12-13 (ESV)
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” 

· This is the ultimate example of sacrificial love. It is our greatest gift to love our spouse this way.



Colossians 3:12-17 (NLT)
12 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. 16 Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 17 And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.

· Everything we do as believers represents Jesus, and most importantly how we love others. Our deepest earthy relationship is with our spouse. This verse is a challenge to love each other the way Christ Jesus loves us.
· When we clothe ourselves in mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience, we live in harmony in marriage. As we hold to this standard, peace will follow into our relationships. 


Ephesians 3:16-19 (NLT)
16 I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. 18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.

· By being close to Jesus, and spending time with him, we will grow in our understanding of the fullness of God. When married couples are on the same journey with Jesus, we can grow in this together. 


Ephesians 4:2-4 (NLT)
Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace. 4 For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the future.

· This is a reminder to be united in the Spirit as well as within marriage. This unity, with hearts pointed towards peace, can bring us closer to each other and to Jesus.


Ephesians 5:1-2 (NLT)
Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. 2 Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.

· We are to act just like Jesus, with love as our priority. This includes loving our spouse like Jesus loves them: sacrificially. 



Philippians 2:2-4 (ESV)
Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.

· By nature, humans tend to look after themselves before anyone else. Jesus’ life is an example of the exact opposite of this. Marriage gives us the opportunity to practise putting each other first. 


1 John 4:18-19 (ESV)
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us.

· Love is the defining characteristic of God. We can experience perfect love through him. It is this love that we have access to in every season of life – through happy times and hard times. And we can show this love in our marriage. 
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