

The Marriage Ceremony – revised 2018 – Option 1: Traditional ceremony

NB: In the case of the marriage of Salvationists, the articles of marriage may be read as an introduction to the wedding ceremony itself.
The officer should explain the special nature of a Salvation Army wedding, bearing in mind that usually some present are not Salvationists and may not be committed Christians. This introduction is omitted for non-Salvationists.

The Articles of Marriage

We do solemnly declare that, although we enter into this marriage for reasons of personal happiness and fulfilment, we will do our utmost to ensure that our married status and relationship will deepen our commitment to God and enhance the effectiveness of our service as soldiers of Jesus Christ in The Salvation Army.

We promise to make our home a place where all shall be aware of the abiding presence of God, and where those under our influence shall be taught the truths of the Gospel, encouraged to seek Christ as Saviour, and supported in the commitment of their lives to the service of God.

We declare our intention to be to each other, by the help of God, true Christian examples and, through times of joy, difficulty or loss, to encourage each other to 'grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ'. 

The officiating officer shall then say to the bride and bridegroom:

If you wish to be married upon these terms, please stand forward.

The Marriage Ceremony

Introduction

As the bride and bridegroom stand forward, the officiating officers shall say to the congregation:

We are gathered here in the sight of God, and in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to join this man and this woman in marriage, which has been sanctioned and blessed by Jesus Christ, and declared in Scripture to be honourable among all people.

Charge

The officiating officer shall then say to the bride and bridegroom:

I urge you both to enter into this new and holy relationship with serious thought, honest intention and reverence before God, recognising the purposes for which marriage has been ordained.

I require you both in the presence of God and of this congregation that if either of you knows of anything that would prevent you from being lawfully married, you do now declare it.

Statement

The bridegroom shall then repeat:

I do solemnly declare
That I know of no lawful reason
Why I, [bridegroom],
May not be joined in marriage to [bride].

The bride shall then repeat:

I do solemnly declare
That I know of no lawful reason
Why I, [bride],
May not be joined in marriage to [bridegroom].


Promise

The officiating officer shall then ask the bridegroom:

[Bridegroom], will you take [bride] to be your wife, to live
according to God's decree of holy marriage?

Will you love her, comfort, honour and sustain her, and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?

The bridegroom shall answer:

I will.

The officiating officer shall then ask the bride:

[Bride], will you take [bridegroom] to be your husband, to live
according to God's decree of holy marriage?

Will you love him, comfort, honour and sustain him, and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

The bride shall answer:

I will.




Declaration

The bridegroom shall take the bride's right hand in his and repeat:

I call upon these persons here present to witness that I, [bridegroom],
do take you, [bride]
To be my lawful wedded wife, 
to have and to hold
from this day forward,
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, 
to love and to cherish, 
‘til death us do part,
according to God's decree;
and this I declare upon my honour. (,)
(Salvationists add):
as a true soldier of Jesus Christ.

The bride shall take the bridegroom's right hand in hers and repeat:

I call upon these persons here present to witness that I, [bride],
do take you, [bridegroom]
To be my lawful wedded husband, 
to have and to hold
from this day forward,
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, 
to love and to cherish, 
‘til death us do part,
according to God's decree;
and this I declare upon my honour. (,)
[Salvationists add]:
as a true soldier of Jesus Christ.

They release hands. 

Rings

The rings may be placed on the book. 

The bridegroom shall then put the ring on the appropriate finger of the bride's hand, then repeat:

I put this ring upon your finger 
as a continual sign that we are married 
under the solemn promises 
we have made this day 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.

The bride shall then put the ring on the appropriate finger of the bridegroom's hand, then repeat:

I put this ring upon your finger 
as a continual sign that we are married 
under the solemn promises 
we have made this day 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.

Statement of union
The officiating officer shall join their right hands, holding them together by his or her own hand and say:

In the name of God, I declare you to be husband and wife; therefore, whom God has joined together, let no one separate.

Prayer
The officiating officer shall then offer prayer, using either the following words or another suitable prayer. The couple may kneel.

O God, our Father, giver of grace and wisdom, set your seal upon this solemn act. 
Give your blessing to [bridegroom and bride] as they stand at the threshold of a new and holy relationship.
Help them to keep the sacred promises they have made this day.
Grant that they may ever love you and live in peace and harmony; and that, in all circumstances, they may seek first your kingdom.
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Conclusion
The officiating officer shall then end the ceremony with words such as:

God bless you both!
God bless your families and friends!

To each of which the congregation may respond with:

Amen!

Message
The officer conducting the ceremony may then give a brief message before the service is concluded with a congregational song and a benediction.

Registration

The signing of the register can take place at a suitable point before or after the benediction.
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