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	Intergenerational worship helps foster healthy faith communities and individual faith development. This segment is an opportunity for all members of your church to learn and grow together.

To maximise impact:
· Choose volunteers/participants from different generations
· Ask everyone to participate in discussions
· Involve everyone in interactive activities
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Option 1: Bible verses in different languages 
At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit enabled people to speak in different tongues, or languages, and other people could understand them in their own native language. 
Preparation:
· You may have people in your congregation who speak different languages. Before Pentecost Sunday, ask if they would like to read or quote a Bible verse in small groups on the day. 
· Optional: This activity can also be done as a congregation, rather than in groups, if preferable.
On the day:
Today is Pentecost Sunday, when we remember a time that God helped the friends of Jesus to speak in many languages they had never learnt. We are going to do an activity that involves people of all ages. Will the people I have asked to speak in groups today please come and join me? Can I ask everyone else to form small groups of about five people? Please include different ages in your groups, where possible. 
I have asked these lovely people here with me to read or quote a Bible verse in their own language. You will need to include one of them in your group. (To the speakers) Would you please find a group to join? 
The idea is for the members of your group to guess the language the person is speaking. Or, if you already know the language they speak, guess the Bible verse they are reading/quoting. For an extra challenge, say where it comes from in the Bible, e.g., John 1:1. 
Alternative version of option 1:
As a congregation, ask several people to say the same verse in different languages, one after another. Finish with English. Ask everyone in the congregation to stay seated until they hear the verse spoken in a language they can understand. When they understand it, they can stand up. Some people will understand a language before the English speaker has their turn.
Note: If you don’t have multiple languages in your congregation, consider using Google Translate.
Examples of verses to use:
“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16, NLT).
“This is real love — not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins" (1 John 4:10, NLT).
“We know that God is always at work for the good of everyone who loves him. They are the ones God has chosen for his purpose" (Romans 8:28, CEV).
“They were completely amazed. ‘How can this be?’ they exclaimed. ‘These people are all from Galilee, and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages!’” (Acts 2:7–8, NLT).

Allow a couple of minutes for the groups to do the activity.

Link/key message:
Today we have experienced a taste of what it may have been like on the Day of Pentecost, when Jesus’ followers were speaking about him in different languages. God talks to us in lots of different ways because he wants every person to know and understand that he loves us. 

[Scroll down for Scripture and prayer]



Option 2: the waiting game 
Just like they waited at Pentecost, we must also wait for God’s perfect timing in the different areas in our lives. As Jesus promised, the Holy Spirit filled his followers as they waited in the upper room.
Preparation:
· Have a timer ready to use for this game.
The game:
· Ask the congregation to stay seated.
· Explain you will set a timer for X seconds.
· Everyone needs to wait what they think is X seconds before standing up.
· Everyone stands up when they think the time is up.
· The closest to the actual time wins the game.
· Play a couple of rounds if you have time.
I wonder if you have ever had to wait a long time for something? At Easter, we remember Jesus died, but then what happened?
[Allow for responses.] 
He died but then he came back to life! Then he met with his friends and told them they should stay in the city and wait for the Holy Spirit to come. The Holy Spirit would fill them with the power to do the work he had planned for them.[footnoteRef:2] So, they waited and waited until the Day of Pentecost.  [2:  Luke 24:49] 

We are going to play a waiting game. I have set a timer, but I am not going to tell you how long I have set it for. You have to guess how long you might have to wait for the timer to go off!
Everyone needs to stay seated. When you think the timer is about to go off, stand up. The person who stands up last before the timer goes off is the winner.
Is everyone ready? I’m starting the timer now.
Link/key message:
Waiting can be hard. Today we have experienced a taste of what it may have been like on the Day of Pentecost, when Jesus’ followers were waiting for the Holy Spirit to come. In Psalm 62:1, in The Message version, we read: “God, the one and only — I’ll wait as long as he says. Everything I need comes from him, so why not?”. Let’s continue to wait on him for all we need.

[Scroll down for Scripture and prayer]


Option 3: the Holy Spirit helps us to... 
The Holy Spirit shows us God’s truth. He shows us who Jesus is and helps us to tell people about him.[footnoteRef:3] The Holy Spirit empowers us, guides us, teaches us and changes us to be more like Jesus and fulfil his purposes.  [3:  John 15:26,27] 

Arrange a lucky dip of things the Holy Spirit helps us to do.
Preparation:
· Photocopy the set of Scriptures below so you will have one set for each group of five people. You will also need one container per group.
· Cut up the suggested list into the separate things the Holy Spirit helps us to do.
· Fold separate strips of paper and place folded strips into a container. 
Suggested list:
	The Holy Spirit leads us into all truth (John 14:17 and 16:13, NLT)

	The Holy Spirit comforts us (John 14:16, KJV)

	The Holy Spirit teaches us (John 14:26, NLT)

	The Holy Spirit helps us (John 14:16, CEV)

	The Holy Spirit advocates for us — he supports us (John 14:16, NLT)

	The Holy Spirit will always be with us (John 14:16, CEV)

	The Holy Spirit empowers us to be witnesses of Jesus (Acts 1:8, NLT)

	The Holy Spirit helps us to bear good fruit (Galatians 5:22–23, NLT)

	The Holy Spirit gives us gifts to use to help others (1 Corinthians 12:4–7, NLT)





The activity:
Ask the congregation to form small groups (of about five) with the people around them, including differing ages in their groups, where possible. Optional: This activity can also be done as a congregation, rather than in groups, if preferable.
Each person takes their turn choosing a strip of paper from the container and reading it to the group, to talk about the things the Holy Spirit does for us.

[Scroll down for Scripture and prayer]




Scripture and prayer
Scripture:
Bring everyone back together. Arrange for two people to read these passages from Acts Chapter Two.  
Acts 2:1–4 (NLT): 
“On the day of Pentecost, all the believers were meeting together in one place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.”  
Acts 2:15–18, 21 (NLT):
(Peter said,) “These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days, God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. In those days, I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—  men and women alike— and they will prophesy’. ... Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved’.”



Prayer:
Invite everyone to pray together in intergenerational groups of two or three people.
· God gives the Holy Spirit to help everyone. He helped the followers of Jesus in the story in Acts Chapter Two, and he helps us too. The Holy Spirit gives us the courage and the power to love everyone. Pray that we will share God’s love with everyone we meet.
· Romans 2:10,11 (CEV) shows us that God does not have favourites. Everyone, whoever they are and wherever they’re from, can know him. Pray that the people in our lives will know that God welcomes them. Pray they will know the comfort and confidence the Holy Spirit gives us when we ask for his help. 
· Take a moment to thank the Holy Spirit for being here with us. Sit quietly for a moment and think about him.
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