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The Candle of Hope / No Ordinary Name
The season of Advent is finally upon us. It is a season characterised by hope, anticipation and waiting as we reflect on the birth of our Messiah – the hope of Christmas. 

In Matthew 1:21 we read that Mary “will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins” (NIV).
The Messiah was to be given the name ‘Yeshua’, meaning ‘The Lord Saves’. Surely this was no ordinary name. 

In Philippians 2:9-11 we read: “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place, and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (NIV).
No ordinary name could save us. No ordinary name could bring healing, restoration and a hope for all humanity. 

And after thousands of years of waiting and hoping, those walking in the darkness had seen a great light,[footnoteRef:1] the light of hope for all the world. The hope of Christmas – a baby born to save the world from itself. He was no ordinary child.  [1:  Isaiah 9:2; Matthew 4:16] 


Let’s pray: God of all hope, as we reflect on the name of your Son, Jesus, we are filled with hope. We thank you because you came to a hopeless world and filled it with light. May this season of Advent renew our sense of hope as we reflect on the birth of Messiah – an extraordinary child, Amen. 



The Candle of Love / No Ordinary Tribe
Often we hear about how love changes individuals. People will testify to the ways they have been changed by finding love: the partnering of two people in marriage, the birth of a first child or being welcomed into a new family. 

But no ordinary love could change the world. No ordinary love could turn hearts of stone to hearts of flesh.[footnoteRef:2] No ordinary love could drive out fear, only perfect love.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Ezekiel 36:26]  [3:  1 John 4:18] 

2,000 years ago, God's display of perfect love was personalised in Jesus. 1 John 4:9 says, “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him” (NIV).

In Matthew 22, our Messiah, Jesus taught us the greatest commandments, to love God and to love others.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Matthew 22:37-40] 


We are reminded that love isn't an individual feeling, but an experience found in community. As a family of believers, we find the love of Jesus in our relationships with one another – we are members of the same tribe. 

Just as God showed his love and faithfulness through the tribe of Judah and the line of David, so he shows his love to us through one another.

As we light this candle, the candle of love, we are reminded that just as darkness cannot overcome light, fear cannot overcome perfect love.



The Candle of Peace / No Ordinary Town
In an age when news of conflict is at our fingertips, it can be hard to imagine peace on Earth. In a world divided by politics, opinions and borders it is hard to imagine a unified, peaceful humanity. Even in our own community, we find it hard to see peace around us, and yet in Bethlehem – the most ordinary of towns – an extraordinary child, the Prince of Peace, was born.

A child who would bring peace to the world, and not just any ordinary peace – the fullness of Peace. Yes, Shalom. When Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah he wrote, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Isaiah 9:6 (NIV)] 


This was sure to be no ordinary child. Every person in every town in every nation across the world needs the peace that Jesus brings.

The Scripture says in Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (NIV).

As we light this candle, the candle of Peace, we are reminded that it is our responsibility as believers to shine the light of Jesus in our communities to introduce others to the supernatural peace that Jesus brings. A peace that transcends circumstances and all understanding. 

We acknowledge today that our world desperately longs for the peace that you alone can bring. We ask that in this Advent season you would empower us to be peacemakers in our communities, so that more people might come to know the full peace – Shalom – that you offer. 

In this Christmas season we think of all the Christians experiencing persecution or living among conflict around the world. Today we cry out with them, Lord, bring peace on Earth. Amen.



The Candle of Joy / No Ordinary Birth
The birth of any baby is a time filled with joy. There are some life events that are universally joyful, but life itself doesn't always seem joyful. We live in a broken and hurting world – a world that desperately needs to know the joy that Jesus offers. Jesus offers us a joy different to the joy that the world knows. It's a joy that goes beyond circumstances. A joy that remains even in the darkest times. It's no ordinary joy.

When the angel announced the birth of the Messiah to the shepherds, the angel said, “Do not be afraid. I bring good news that will cause great joy for all the people” (Luke 2:10, NIV). This joy isn't reserved for a select few. It's not exclusive, kept only for those who are privileged or have perfect lives. This joy is offered for all the people – open to anyone who will receive it. 

As we light this candle, the candle of Joy, we are encouraged to remember that the birth of Jesus was no ordinary birth. It didn't only bring joy to his immediate family, but it was a gift of joy to the world, and an invitation to join God's big family. 

Let's pray: God of joy, our spirits rejoice today as we reflect on your Son's birth. We thank you for the gift of joy, and not just any ordinary joy, but a defiant joy that transcends our circumstances. We ask that you help us in the season of Advent to receive your joy and to share it generously with those around us. Amen.



The Candle of Christ / No Ordinary Day
The day of Jesus’ birth was no ordinary day. That day history was split in two. That day heavenly hosts proclaimed the birth of a baby. That day the world was changed for good. It was the day God's people had been waiting thousands of years for. Expectations had been created. Anticipation had built. The Saviour that would save the world had finally arrived in a stable in Bethlehem, not clothed in armour or accompanied by an army but wrapped in swaddling clothes – a helpless, vulnerable baby. 

John writes, “the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14, NIV). This was no ordinary baby, this was Emmanuel – God made flesh, the perfect display of God's loving kindness toward a broken humanity. The gift of his only Son.

As we light this candle, the candle of Christ, we consider that though one candle has the capacity to light a small space, the birth of Jesus brought light to the world! Yes! And as Jesus said in John 8:12, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (NIV).
Today, we too are invited to walk in the light of Jesus. 

Let's pray:
Lord God, on this day we celebrate the birth of your Son, God incarnate – the hope of Christmas. As we walk in your light, would you strengthen us to be a holy people displaying your joy, hope, love and kindness to all those we interact with. May your presence with us, Emmanuel, transform us that we may do the work of transforming the lives of others with your light. Amen. 


The Mission Resources Team would like to thank Cherise Holley, Macarthur Corps for writing these reflections.
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