Template: Email for Corps to send to schools to support partnership in 2027
Use and adapt the template below to suit your local context and schools. 
Must Do:
· Review all yellow highlighted sections.
· Add your local Corps details.
· Review all red text carefully and replace it with information relevant to your local context.
· Ensure your email signature includes a phone number and regularly monitored email address.
Consider:
· Be strategic. You do not need to contact every school on your list. Consider focusing on a small number of schools you would like to build relationships with over time.
· Identify the right contact. School websites often list Principals, Wellbeing Leaders, Chaplains, Service Learning Coordinators and other relevant staff members. A direct email contact will often yield better results than contacting schools using the main reception/administration email address.
· Build on existing relationships. A connection through a staff member, volunteer, member of the Corps, or parent can often be the easiest way to start a conversation.
· Make it local. Schools are often most interested in opportunities that benefit their local community. Highlight the impact your Corps is making locally.
· Think beyond fundraising. School partnerships raise local awareness of your Corps, connect you with local families, strengthen community relationships, support local service delivery, and create opportunities for students to engage with your mission throughout the year.
· Plan your follow-up. Consider how you will respond if a school expresses interest. Some schools may wish to connect immediately, while others may prefer a follow-up conversation in Term 1.

Need help? The Schools Engagement Team can assist with identifying schools, finding contacts, tailoring emails, developing partnership ideas and responding to school interest. For support, please email salvosschools@salvationarmy.org.au 

Template Email
Use and adapt the template below to suit your local context and schools. 
	Email Subject Line: Planning for 2027? Community Engagement and Partnership Opportunities for Your School
Dear «School_Name», or [Principal/Teacher Name],
As schools begin planning service learning, community engagement, fundraising and student leadership opportunities for 2027, we wanted to connect regarding ways your school could partner with [Salvos Name] next year. 
The Salvation Army [Corps Name] supports individuals and families experiencing hardship across [region] through [brief description of local programs/services]. 
Communities are strongest when local organisations work together. We value the important role schools play in fostering connection, compassion and community spirit, and welcome opportunities to partner in ways that benefit students, families and the broader community.
As you begin considering priorities and opportunities for the year ahead, we'd love to explore how your school might connect with The Salvation Army. This could include support for families experiencing hardship, service learning and social justice initiatives, student leadership development, fundraising activities, volunteering opportunities, or broader community engagement projects.

One opportunity we'd particularly like to bring to your attention as you plan for 2027 is The Salvation Army's Red Shield Appeal. While the campaign is held annually in Term 2, schools can participate year-round. 
Participation can be tailored to suit your school's context and may include:
· Student-led fundraising initiatives, eg. BBQ, bake sale, walk-a-thon
· Casual clothes days or Red Day events
· Volunteering [remove if not relevant in local setting]
· Sleepouts
· Sharing fundraising initiatives with the broader school community
Funds raised through the Red Shield Appeal directly support The Salvation Army's work in the [LOCATION] community, helping us to [insert local goal].
Beyond the Red Shield Appeal, there are other ways for your school to connect with The Salvation Army through support to families, service learning, volunteering, student leadership initiatives or community partnerships. We also offer educational programs and resources through Salvos Schools, our schools engagement team. 

At this stage, we simply wanted to introduce ourselves and place these opportunities on your radar as planning for 2027 begins. If community engagement, fundraising, or other partnership opportunities are part of your school's focus for next year, we'd love to hear from you. Simply reply to this email to let us know if you'd like to explore further or request us to get back in touch in Term 1. Alternatively, register your interest in Red Shield Appeal 2027 online. 
Looking for a way to support the local community before then? We'd also love to connect with your school for opportunities to be involved in The Salvation Army's Christmas Appeal and support local families during the festive season.
Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to the possibility of working together to create meaningful opportunities for students while strengthening support for our local community.
Kind regards,
[Name], on behalf of [Corps Name]
Email Signature (ensure a phone number and regularly access email account are included)




