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Creator God,
May I learn and understand how to listen like you do.
When I struggle with my curiosity, help me to listen and respond like you.
Help me build authentic, loving relationships.
When I don’t know how to include, remind me of the teachings of Jesus and provide me with the wisdom through your Holy Spirit.
Open my eyes to see and love people, the way you do.
Transform me into a listener that doesn’t assume or judge, but one who responds in the love and grace found in and through you.
I pray that people living with disabilities will experience love, belonging and their worth, and that they would know that you have created them to belong and contribute to your mission.
Amen.


Lydia Bruford is married to Dave Bruford, Corps Officer at Devonport in Tasmania. Having grown up in a Salvation Army family and being an “Officer’s kid”, Lydia has been a Salvo her whole life and continues to live out her faith with authenticity. Lydia loves being involved in ministry, walking along the beautiful local beaches and catching up with friends over coffee. Lydia’s life and testimony reflect her heart for God, people and creating community where people connect and find belonging.



Yahweh,

Thank you that you are El-Roi, the God who sees me, the God who sees all people.
This International Day of People with Disability, may we reflect that you are the God who sees all people, loves all people and values all people. Yahweh, even when disabilities are unseen, we know that you see, that you love and that you care. Help us to live as people who see like you see, help us to respond with your love, grace, compassion and understanding. I pray that each person living with a disability, either seen or unseen, will know that they are seen by you, loved by you and that they belong and have a place in the Kingdom, and are more than able to contribute to your mission. I pray for comfort, sustenance and resilience in all that they experience and feel. May we be a safe place to belong, being Kingdom people of accepting, loving, encouraging and growing the worth of all people regardless of ability. We thank you and celebrate the contributions of people living with disability to your mission and to local and wider communities. 

We celebrate El-Roi, the God who sees!

I ask these things in the name of Jesus. Amen.


Dave Bruford serves as Corps Officer at Devonport in Tasmania. He is passionate about building a welcoming community where people are valued and have opportunities to explore faith. Dave has a pastoral heart, loves to listen and walk alongside others and he is committed to sharing the hope of Jesus through authentic relationships and practical ways. His desire is to see people discover belonging and purpose with the love of Jesus. In his spare time, Dave loves spending time with his wife, Lydia, being part of a local fitness group and connecting with friends.
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