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Christian community prayer – Bondi Beach tragedy

Form a circle with everyone facing outwards.

Leader: Let’s pray.

Our Father God, you reign over all. We ask you this day to protect our nation from the evil we saw last Sunday. Protect us, we pray, from hatred, racism, violence, terrorism. Protect the Jewish people of Australia, we pray, Lord. Guide our leaders. Please help us as a people to rise above this great evil. Last Sunday, we also saw courage, kindness and compassion across boundaries. May our nation see more of that, please, Lord God.

Face inwards.

Leader: Our Father God, we bring to you all those who are sorrowing and suffering today because of last Sunday at Bondi. We almost do not know how to pray for them. But we bring to you and your great love all those who are grieving. Comfort them. We bring to you those who are physically wounded. Heal and restore them, Lord. We bring to you those who are traumatised. Heal them. We bring to you the ambulance officers, the police, the lifesavers, and the members of the public who assisted the wounded and dying. Lord, surround them with love and appropriate care. Heal and restore them, Lord. Lord, in your mercy, be with them, and in time, restore them all.



Join hands.

Leader: Our Father God, we bring ourselves to you now. You know our minds. You know our thoughts. You know our heavy hearts. You know our anxieties. For some of us, last Sunday triggered old traumas. That horrible day left us uncertain. Vulnerable. Feeling less safe. We think especially of children and young people. Heavenly Father, we thank you for this church family. May we be a people who bring comfort, hope and light into our community. Use us to bring comfort to others. And please, soothe our troubled hearts and minds. We hand our burdens over to you. Please give us your peace. Let us hear your blessed promise, ‘I am with you.’ Amen. 

You may like to play the following song as people return to their seats, creating space for people to pray as they listen.

https://my.salvos.org.au/toolkit/resource/i-speak-jesus---lyric-video-cover/3445/

[image: A blue and white background

Description automatically generated]
image2.png




image1.png




