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Lament and hope in the wake of violence at Bondi Beach

Leader:
God of mercy and compassion,
we come before you with heavy hearts
in the wake of this week’s tragedy at Bondi.

All:
We grieve the loss of life.
We mourn with those who mourn.

Leader:
For families shattered,
for households torn apart,
for friends and strangers bound together in sorrow

All:
Lord, draw near to them. May your presence be felt strongly.

Leader:
We remember those who laid down their lives for others,
to stand for what is right, whatever the cost,
and demonstrate that love always triumphs over evil.

All:
Lord, we honour them.
Bless their families, who bear their memory both with great pride 
and immeasurable sadness.

Leader:
We give thanks for first responders, medical workers,
and ordinary people who acted with courage and care.

All:
Strengthen them, O God, and may your peace soothe the trauma they bear
in service to others.

Leader:
In moments of fear and confusion,
when the fragile balance of society is broken,
when the implicit trust which carries our safety is betrayed,

All:
Lord, restore what has been lost here.

Leader:
When anger, fear or despair threaten to take root within us,
and bring division – one against another,
We ask, Lord, that you would bring unity across our nation,
And remind us to be people of compassion.

All:
Lord, hear our prayer – that we may be one people,
united, reconciled, welcoming and caring.

Leader:
In this time of tragedy, we pray:

All:
Peace in our time, O Lord. Amen.
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