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Tenebrae – The Liturgy of Shadows 
	· Choose a time for the service when it will be dark, or cover windows
· You may need to make some modifications if children will be present during the service
· Consider hosting a Passover-style meeting prior to the service
· If you have a large space, you could set up each of the 8 sections (e.g. The Anointing, The Last Supper, etc.) in a different area and journey together to each space as you progress through the readings
· Prepare your readers ahead of time – you will need to ensure there is enough light for readers or use a phone, tablet, etc., for script
· Arrange furniture to create a welcoming and intimate setting
· You will need 8 candles. Display the candles where everyone can see them. Before people arrive, light all the candles and turn off the lights. If possible, have a candle snuffer available to avoid more than one candle being blown out at a time
· After each reading there are several suggestions for responsive ‘actions’. Choose actions that meet the needs of your participants, space and timeframe. You may also choose not to use them or to substitute other actions.








Instructions to participants
Thank you for joining us tonight. Before we begin, please switch your phone to silent mode. 
[bookmark: _Int_LLNFUCHq][bookmark: _Int_GFy5VbKg]Our worship tonight is modelled on a style of service called Tenebrae. It includes readings, singing and opportunities for response. It is a reflective space that ends in darkness. At the conclusion of the service, please leave the worship area in silence. If possible, remain silent until you get home.
Relax and let the service flow around you. Open your heart and allow God to speak to you. 
  
Introduction  
Tenebrae means ‘darkness’ or ‘shadows’.  
As we come to the end of Lent, we begin a journey into darkness to a place of deep shadows. 

Today we accompany Jesus in his last hours. 
We witness the cruelties and the suffering he endures. 
We listen to the words of condemnation and ridicule. I
In all this, he is innocent.  
He is the faithful servant of God, 
doing the work of his Father;  
bringing the Gospel of love, peace and hope.  

And so, we are invited to walk solemnly and attentively with Jesus.  
Better to know.  
Better to understand.  
Better to be his friend, his disciple, his witness.  
Be still and know that God is here. 
Sing: Chorus: Be Still and Know

1. The Anointing
Read: Matthew 26:6-12 
“While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, 7 a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. 8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. ‘Why this waste?’ they asked. 9 ‘This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.’ 10 Aware of this, Jesus said to them, ‘Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 11 The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me. 12 When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial.’”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  All quoted Scriptures are in the NIV, unless otherwise stated.] 

 
Action (choose one or more):
· Spray a beautiful air freshener
· Dab a fragrant oil or perfume on wrists
· Pass around hand cream 

Extinguish Candle 1 
 

2. The Last Supper 
Read: Matthew 26:17-19, 26-29 
“On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?’ 18 He replied, ‘Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, “The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.”’ 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 
26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’ 
27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.’” 
 
Action (choose one or more):
· Pour grape juice into a crystal goblet
· Invite everyone to eat a small piece of bread and drink juice
· Place a tablecloth on a table. Add bread, a bowl of fruit, a wine glass, a jug of grape juice, etc.

Sing: ‘When I Survey the Wonderous Cross’ SASB 208/36

Extinguish Candle 2 
 

3. The Betrayal
Read: Matthew 26:14-16, 20-25 
“Then one of the Twelve — the one called Judas Iscariot — went to the chief priests 15 and asked, ‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?’ So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 
20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he said, ‘Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.’ 22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, ‘Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?’ 23 Jesus replied, ‘The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.’ 25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, ‘Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?’ Jesus answered, ‘You have said so.’” 

Action (choose one or more):
· Throw a handful of coins onto the floor – or onto a metal tray if the floor is carpeted
· Pass out gold coins (chocolate, plastic or real) to everyone and invite them to come and place them in a bowl at the foot of the cross. 
· Hand out slices of lemon – explain that the bitter taste represents betrayal

Extinguish Candle 3 


4. The Garden
Read: Matthew 26:36-45 
“Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’ 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.’ 39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.’ 
40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. ‘Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?’ he asked Peter. 41 ‘Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ 
42 He went away a second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.’ 43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing. 
45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners.’” 

Action (choose one or more): 
· Play a recording of a clock ticking 
· Have one person fill a cup with water and hand it to another to drink it then give it back 
· Invite everyone to recite the Lord's Prayer. Matthew 6:9b-13 (NIV):
“’Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.’”

Sing: ‘How Deep the Father’s Love for us’ 

Extinguish Candle 4 


5. The Arrest 
Read: Matthew 26:47-56 
“While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: ‘The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.’ 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, ‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him. 50 Jesus replied, ‘Do what you came for, friend.’ Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him.51 With that, one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52 ‘Put your sword back in its place,’ Jesus said to him, ‘for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?’ 
55 In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, ‘Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.” 
 
Action (choose one or more):
· Lay down a sword at the foot of the cross
· Hand out small pieces of paper with a sword on it and lay them down at the cross
· Have a Bible opened at Zechariah 11 and then have someone close it. 

Extinguish Candle 5 


6. The Denial
Read: Matthew 26:69-75 
69 ”Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. ‘You also were with Jesus of Galilee,’ she said. 70 But he denied it before them all. ‘I don’t know what you’re talking about,’ he said. 
71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the people there, ‘This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.’ 72 He denied it again, with an oath: ‘I don’t know the man!’ 
73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, ‘Surely you are one of them; your accent gives you away.’ 74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, ‘I don’t know the man!’ 
Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: ‘Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.’ And he went outside and wept bitterly.” 

Action (choose one or more):
· Play a recording of a rooster crowing three times
· Peter “wept bitterly”. Ask everyone to silently reflect on a time when they have experienced powerful emotions of pain and remorse
· Pass out notepaper and pens – ask everyone to write down something that Jesus said in this Scripture that has impacted them

Sing: ‘The Old Rugged Cross’

Extinguish Candle 6 

7. The Sentencing
Read: Matthew 27:15-17, 21b-24 
“Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. 16 At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, ‘Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?’
21 …‘Barabbas,’ they answered. 22 ‘What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ Pilate asked. They all answered, ‘Crucify him!’ 23 ’Why? What crime has he committed?’ asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, ‘Crucify him!’ 
24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood,’ he said. ‘It is your responsibility!’” 

Action (choose one or more): 
· Fill a jug with fragrant, soapy water and place it beside a large ceramic bowl. Invite people to come and wash hands – pour a little soapy water onto hands as they are held over the bowl. Have a red towel ready for people to wipe their hands.
· Hand out squares of red cardboard and markers. Invite everyone to write the words ‘Crucify him’ or draw a cross. Ask them to place their cards at the cross.

Sing: ‘Lord Make Calvary Real to me’ SASB 182/74

Extinguish Candle 7 


8. The Soldiers
Read: Matthew 27:27-30 
“Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. ‘Hail, king of the Jews!’ they said. 30 They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again.” 

Action (choose one or more):
· Place a crown of thorns on the cross
· Drape a purple cloth across the cross
· Have someone hammer a nail into a plank of wood

Extinguish The final candle 

Play the song: ‘Were you there when they crucified my Lord’ as everyone leaves. Optional: have a leader pick up the cross and exit. Invite everyone to follow them out of the building.

Acknowledgement:
The Mission Resources Team would like to thank Major Rosie Massey and Lieut. Colonel Dr Lyn Edge for allowing us to adapt and share their Tenebrae resources.
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