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Lent reflections for corporate worship 
	About the resource
This resource provides short scripts for creative worship segments, to be used every Sunday during Lent and Easter.
 
Each script is two to five minutes long and includes a part for the leader to read, and a creative reflection for a member of the congregation to read. 

You will need
· [bookmark: _Int_jgp7bn9n]Eight medium size pillar candles (use fewer candles if you are not planning to use all of the readings) 
· One large pillar candle

What to do with the candles
· Before the first reading, light all the medium size candles. 
· At the conclusion of the reading, extinguish the first candle, leaving the rest alight. 
· Each subsequent week, relight the remaining candles before the service and extinguish the next candle after the reading. 
· The final candle should be extinguished on Maundy Thursday or Good Friday. 
On Easter Sunday, after the reading, light the large candle.


  

Reading One – 22 February
Introduction 
To be read by the meeting leader

Today is the first Sunday of Lent – a time when Christians prepare their hearts and minds for Easter by reflecting on Jesus’ journey towards the cross. Each Sunday, over the coming weeks, we will hear a short reading that will help us think about what happened in Jesus’ life in the weeks before he died. We hope the reflections will help you grow closer to Jesus. 
Perhaps you feel that you already know where this journey will lead you. Perhaps you have travelled through the story before. Today, I invite you to come with wonder and expectancy, allowing the Holy Spirit to open your heart to something fresh as we explore the unshakeable love that has been shown to us.

Reflection
To be read by a member of the congregation 

A ministry begins, shaking up culture and long-held beliefs. Bringing new perspectives, opening hearts and minds. An unshakeable calling, an invitation for each one of us. “I see you, I know you, come follow me. Let’s take this journey together.”  

EXTINGUISH THE FIRST CANDLE




Reading Two – 1 March
Introduction 
To be read by the meeting leader

Today, we continue to reflect on the final weeks of Jesus’ life as he journeyed towards the cross. Jesus and his followers travelled from town to town, ministering to the needs of people along the way.

Reflection
To be read by a member of the congregation

Through towns and cities, from Jerusalem and all over Judea, the news is spreading. Power is flowing, unshakeable healing is available. Bring those who are sick, bring those who are hurting. All are welcome. All are made whole. 

EXTINGUISH THE SECOND CANDLE




Reading Three – 8 March
Introduction
To be read by the meeting leader 

Today, we continue to reflect on the final weeks of Jesus’ life as he journeyed towards the cross. Many people were keen to listen as Jesus took opportunities to share about who God is and how he engages with the world.

Reflection
To be read by a member of the congregation

Words flow, crowds gather. Lessons are taught that puzzle the educated. Those who think they know it all suddenly find they know very little. Blessed are those who are poor, blessed are those who mourn and blessed are those who are humble. Unshakeable wisdom is turning the world upside down. Listen carefully. 

EXTINGUISH THE THIRD CANDLE


Reading Four – 15 March
Introduction 
To be read by the meeting leader 

Today, we continue to reflect on the final weeks of Jesus’ life as he journeyed towards the cross.
As Jesus travelled, his generosity was revealed. It was seen in how he treated people and how he shared his time and physical resources.

Reflection
To be read by a member of the congregation

Wisdom is shared, comfort is given, bread is distributed, water is turned to wine. He gives to his friends and followers, he gives to strangers, he gives to those who hunt and despise him. Unshakeable generosity. Open hearts receive it.

EXTINGUISH THE FOURTH CANDLE




Reading Five – 22 March
Introduction 
To be read by the meeting leader 

Today, we continue to reflect on the final weeks of Jesus’ life as he journeyed towards the cross.
Jesus met all sorts of people as he travelled. They had differing attitudes towards him, but Jesus always offered acceptance.

Reflection
To be read by a member of the congregation

The humble, the remorseful, the broken, the believing… Not one deserves it, but all are forgiven. But there’s more. Unshakeable forgiveness is offered, arms spread with compassion for those who continue to rebel, who turn their faces, who refuse to believe. Open arms embrace it.

EXTINGUISH THE FIFTH CANDLE




Reading Six – 29 March – Palm Sunday
Introduction 
To be read by the meeting leader 

Today, we reflect on Jesus’ final entry into Jerusalem.
The responses of people to Jesus – both positive and negative - began to escalate. More and more people began to believe that Jesus was either the Saviour he claimed to be or a dangerous impostor.

Reflection
To be read by a member of the congregation

The city is stirring. Whispers of ‘Messiah’ grow louder. The spotlight on the man they call ‘Jesus’ brightens. Excitement. Danger. Expectancy. Fear. Unshakeable hope compels them to keep looking, keep seeking, keep waiting. 

EXTINGUISH THE SIXTH CANDLE




Reading Seven – 2 April – Maundy Thursday
Introduction 
To be read by the meeting leader 

Today we reflect on the final evening of Jesus’ life. We remember the promises God has made over thousands of years – promises to faithfully love and protect his people.

Reflection
To be read by a member of the congregation

Bread is broken. Wine is shared. A celebration or a sad farewell? The betrayal of a friend cannot destroy the unshakeable covenant. A symbol. Blood poured out to seal the bond between God and his people. A sacrifice to forgive the sins of many.

EXTINGUISH THE SEVENTH CANDLE



Reading Eight – 3 April – Good Friday
Introduction 
To be read by the meeting leader 

As Jesus approached the cross, many people made decisions that shaped the unfolding story. With each twist and turn, Jesus chose to continue with his mission, whatever the cost. 

Reflection
To be read by a member of the congregation

Choices were made. A choice to betray. A choice to run. A choice to deny. An unshakeable choice to pursue a mission, no matter the cost. A voice calls out above the noise of the world, “…what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” And they cried, “Crucify him!” 

EXTINGUISH THE EIGHTH CANDLE  




Reading Nine – 5 April – Easter Sunday
Introduction 
To be read by the meeting leader 

Leader: Jesus is risen!
All: He is risen indeed!

Reflection
To be read by a member of the congregation

A new day is dawning. A bright light shines. A light that cannot be put out. A light that shines with unshakeable love. Stretching out to encompass the world, love driving the darkness away. Love that proclaims Good News, mends the brokenhearted, releases us from our prisons, comforts those who mourn and pours out joy. Unshakeable love.

LIGHT THE LARGE CANDLE
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