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International Day of Children and Young People 2026 — 
Leaders’ Notes

Each year, on the last Sunday in April, Salvation Army churches around the world celebrate the International Day of Children and Young People. The day celebrates children and teenagers in The Salvation Army, and champions their potential, their voice and their value.  

Option 1 (Recommended)
You are encouraged to keep all age groups in the service together and involve your young people in running the service. International Headquarters (IHQ) has produced this Facilitator Guide to help you plan your service. It includes a sermon outline. Below, we have also provided wording for a Call to Worship.

Option 2
Alternatively, you can acknowledge the day in a short segment in your meeting. To assist with this, a variety of prayer options have been provided below. Choose ONE to use in your meeting.  

Competition
Please note, IHQ will be running a competition for the day. Details will soon be available on IHQ’s website. 
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Call to Worship

Good morning, friends! Today is The Salvation Army’s International Day of Children and Young People. Today, in 133 countries around the world, Salvation Army congregations are celebrating young people, praying for them and creating opportunities for them to use their gifts. 
 
Jesus made clear that young people are precious and valuable to him. In Matthew 19:14 (ERV), he said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”[footnoteRef:1] Young people are valuable to Jesus, and they are valuable to us.  [1:  Matthew 19:14 (NIV)] 


Today we want to celebrate them, pray for them and commit to creating spaces for them to use their gifts in ministry.    

[image: Children outline]
Short responsive prayer — to be led by young people 
Before the meeting, arrange for a child to read the parts in brown and a teen to read the parts in orange.

God loves every child and teenager. 
God loves me and you. 

Let’s pray for young people everywhere. 
We pray together.

Lord Jesus, help young people to know your love.
Holy Spirit, help us to follow you.

Loving God, protect young people who are scared by war and fighting.
Keep them safe, Lord.

Bring them shelter, food and people who care.
Help them find peace.

God of rescue, free young people who are trapped or hurt by others.
Rescue them, Lord.

Help the helpers find them and give them a safe home.
Heal their hearts.

God of wisdom, help all children to have safe opportunities to learn.
Make the way and raise up kind teachers.

Light of the world, help young people to discover who you are 
May they know your goodness and truth. 

Help them to share your light with others. 
Give them courage, Lord. 

Jesus, friend of children and teens, heal those who are sick.
Make them well, Lord.

God bless parents, grandparents, helpers and teachers who love children.
Give them strength, Lord.

Help communities to protect and care for every young person.
Let us show love.

(Silent moment / candle)

We will be quiet for a little while. Think of a child or teenager you want to pray for. 

(Light a candle if you wish and provide 20–30 seconds silence.)

May God hold every young person in love.
Amen.
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Multigenerational prayer
Choose people of different ages to read this prayer (one person to read each colour).

Almighty God, you are the one who cares for children and teenagers. 
You are a God of justice and our defender. 
We gather in your presence to lift before you the young people of the world — their joys, their fears, and their needs. 
Hear our prayer. Hold every child and teenager in your love.

Faithful shepherd, lead our young people in this changing world.    
Direct their steps and help them choose good people to walk beside.  
Protect them from peer pressure or other harmful influences.
Guide their steps each day.    
God of truth, give young people a deep knowledge of who they are in you. 
Protect them from lies about their worth.
Open their eyes to the gifts you have placed within them.
Help them to walk boldly in the purpose you have prepared.
God of peace, where guns and bombs have broken homes and disrupted childhoods.
Bring shelter to the frightened, comfort to the bereaved. 
Bring an end to the suffering and violence. 
Lord, protect the young people; turn the hearts of leaders towards life. 

Merciful God, expose every network of child trafficking.
Break the chains of exploitation, and deliver children from those who profit by their suffering. 
Lord, restore the stolen childhoods; give survivors courage and healing. 
Inspire governments, churches, and communities to pursue justice and be places of safety and hope. 

God, for young people denied schooling by poverty, discrimination or displacement, open doors of learning and imagination. 
Lord, raise up teachers and provide resources within safe schools; let no child be left behind. 
Bless programs that remove barriers — scholarships, schools in refugee camps, community learning — that every child may flourish. 
We commit to learning and to make learning possible for others.

Healer, we remember children who suffer from malaria, malnutrition and other preventable diseases.
We pray for the loss of infants whose lives were brief — for their grieving families. 
Lord, bring healing hands; strengthen fragile bodies and weary parents. 
Bless medical workers, and provide vaccines, beds, clean water and mosquito nets.

Gracious God, we give you thanks for every child and teenager who has come to faith in Jesus.
Thank you for new life in Christ and the gift of your steadfast love.
Thank you for the joy, courage and faith we see in young hearts — for small deeds of kindness, bold acts of service and honest prayers.
Deepen their love for you and for others, give them wisdom, courage and compassion.
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Responsive congregational prayer

Leader: Almighty God, thank you for the gift of children and teenagers. You are the one who cares for children and young people. You are a God of justice and our defender. We gather in your presence to lift before you the young people of the world — their joys, their fears, and their needs. 



All: Hear our prayer; enfold every child in your love.

Leader: Gracious God, we give you thanks for every child and young person who is growing in their knowledge of your love in Jesus.

All: Thank you for new life in Christ.

Leader: Thank you for the joy, courage and faith we see in young hearts — for small deeds of kindness, bold acts of service and honest prayers.

All: We praise you, Lord, for their witness.

Leader: God of peace. Help young people who struggle with anxiety, bullying and loneliness at school.

All: Lord, help our young people to know your loving presence with them each day.

Leader: God of peace, where guns and bombs have broken homes and disrupted childhoods, bring shelter to the frightened, comfort to the bereaved, and an end to violence. 

All: Lord, protect the children; turn the hearts of leaders towards life and peace. 

Leader: Merciful God, expose every network of child trafficking, break the chains of exploitation, and deliver children from those who would profit by their suffering. 

All: Lord, restore the stolen childhoods; give survivors courage and healing. 

Leader: Inspire governments, churches and communities to pursue justice, and provide places of safety and hope. 

All: Lord, help us to work for rescue and restoration.

Leader: God of wisdom, for young people denied schooling through poverty, discrimination or displacement, open doors of learning and imagination. 

All: Lord, raise up teachers and resources within safe schools; let no child be left behind. 

Leader: Healer of all, we remember young people who suffer from malaria, malnutrition, preventable diseases. We mourn the loss of infants whose lives were brief. 

All: Lord, bring healing hands; strengthen fragile bodies and weary parents. 

Leader: God of compassion, sustain parents and caregivers under pressure — those struggling, grieving or displaced — and fill communities with resources and solidarity. 

All: Equip us to be protectors and providers; let children grow in safe homes. 

Leader: Raise up mentors, foster families and faith communities that cherish and defend children everywhere. 

All: Lord, may love and responsibility abound.

Leader: In all the beauty and pain of this world, 

All: we give you thanks for your steadfast love and care. 
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Service leader’s prayer
You may like to light a candle at the end of this prayer.

Almighty God, thank you for the gift of children and young people. You are the one who cares for them. You are a God of justice and our defender. We gather in your presence to lift before you the young people of the world — their joys, their fears, and their needs. 

Gracious God, we give you thanks for every child and teenager who is growing in their knowledge of your love in Jesus. Thank you for new life in Christ.

Thank you for the joy, courage, and faith we see in young hearts — for small deeds of kindness, bold acts of service, and honest prayers.
We pray your blessing on all the young people engaged in the ministry of The Salvation Army — for their parents, youth leaders and teachers.

God of peace, where guns and bombs have broken homes and disrupted childhoods, bring shelter to the frightened, comfort to the bereaved, and an end to violence. 

Merciful God, expose every network of child trafficking, break the chains of exploitation, and deliver children from those who would profit by their suffering. 

God of wisdom, for children denied schooling by poverty, discrimination or displacement, open doors of learning and imagination. 

Lord, raise up teachers and resources within safe schools; let no child be left behind. 

Healer of all, we remember young people who suffer from malaria, malnutrition, preventable diseases. We mourn the loss of infants whose lives were brief. 

God of compassion, sustain parents and caregivers under pressure — those struggling, grieving, or displaced — and fill communities with resources and solidarity. 

In all the beauty and pain of this world, we give you thanks for your steadfast love and care. 

(Silent prayer / candle / moment of reflection) 

Let us think for a moment about the faces of young people we know and those we will never meet. Let us name some of the young people we know, bringing them before God. 

(Silence for 30–60 seconds; instrumental music or candle lighting)

God of tender mercy, hear these prayers offered on behalf of the world’s children. Turn sorrow to hope, vulnerability to protection, and despair to promise. Grant us courage to act, and the grace to love as you love. Amen.
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