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Dedication and Commemorative Prayer
Note: this segment traditionally starts an Anzac Day Dawn or Commemoration Service.

Acknowledgement of Country with Armed Service Recognition
We begin by acknowledging God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, and the giver of all life. We recognise that this land, on which we gather today, was entrusted to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, the Traditional Custodians of this country. 
We pay our respects to Elders past and present, and to emerging leaders, and we give thanks for the wisdom, culture and deep connection to land, waters and sky that has sustained this country for tens of thousands of years. 
We also acknowledge and honour the long and proud history of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and women who have served — and continue to serve — in the defence of our nation, in times of peace and in times of conflict. 
We are grateful for the community we now share together, and we commit ourselves to walking forward in the spirit of reconciliation — seeking unity, equity, understanding and mutual flourishing for all who call this land home.

ANZAC Dedication
Today, we remember that 111 years ago the name Australian and New Zealand Army Corps — ANZAC was forever written into history at Gallipoli. 
From that moment a legacy grew — one marked by courage, sacrifice, mateship and a deep commitment to service. The ANZACs set a standard of selfless devotion — not only in battle, but in their willingness to stand for what is right and for one another. 
We gather with deep gratitude for the men and women who have served — and who continue to serve — in our armed forces and supporting services. We give thanks for those who offered their strength, their time, and in many cases, their lives, so that others might live in freedom and peace. 
We also remember those who were left behind — families, friends and loved ones who carry the weight of loss. Today, we stand with them and honour their grief. 
As we remember the fallen, may we also commit ourselves to living out the values they embodied — courage, service, compassion and integrity. And with God’s help, may we work towards the world they hoped for: a world marked by peace, dignity and care for one another.

Prayer of Commemoration
Loving God, 
Today we pause to remember. 
We remember the original ANZACs, and all who have served in times of peace and conflict. We give thanks for their courage, their sacrifice, and their commitment to justice, freedom and peace. 
We pray for those who have returned from service carrying visible and invisible wounds — scars of body, mind and spirit. Be close to them. Strengthen them. Help them to know they are not alone, and that there are people willing to walk alongside them with care and compassion. 
We remember those — especially women and children — who have suffered simply because they were caught in the midst of conflict. May they know your presence, your protection, and the peace that only you can give. 
We hold before you those whose hearts are broken — spouses, parents, families and friends who grieve loved ones who did not return. Surround them with comfort, hope and peace. 
We grieve for those who, after all they endured in service to their country, felt overwhelmed by pain and despair and took their lives. We do not fully understand the depth of their suffering, but we ask you to be near to those they have left behind. May your Spirit bring grace, healing and comfort. 
We also pray for those who are still struggling — whether from past service or present demands. Be with them today. Guide them toward healing, rest and hope. Give us the strength and courage to notice, to listen and to support those who are doing it tough. 
Help us, in our families and communities, to be people who seek reconciliation, understanding and peace. May we build a nation where difference is respected, where dignity is upheld, and where the wellbeing of all people is valued. 
And today, gracious God, we recommit ourselves to the work of justice, freedom, hope and peace. Give us wisdom, strength and grace to build a better world — one shaped by compassion and care. 
We pray this in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.
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