[image: ]

[image: ]SENT IN THE 
SPIRIT’S POWER


[image: ]The Salvation Army Australia | Department/Centre/Corps | Page 2 of 3


Chapel Guide
This resource bundle is ideal for use in chapel services. It includes:
· A short devotional talk
· A prayer
· Reflection activities
· Song suggestions with video links

Scripture reading
11-12 “God knew that everyone was terribly cruel and violent. 13 So he told Noah:
Cruelty and violence have spread everywhere. Now I'm going to destroy the whole earth and all its people. 14 Get some good lumber and build a boat. Put rooms in it and cover it with tar inside and out.” 
Genesis 6:11-14 (CEV)
1 “The Lord told Noah:
Take your whole family with you into the boat, because you are the only one on this earth who pleases me. 2 Take seven pairs of every kind of animal that can be used for sacrifice and one pair of all others. 3 Also take seven pairs of every kind of bird with you. Do this so there will always be animals and birds on the earth. 4 Seven days from now I will send rain that will last for 40 days and nights, and I will destroy all other living creatures I have made.
5-7 Noah was 600 years old when he went into the boat to escape the flood, and he did everything the Lord had told him to do. His wife, his sons, and his daughters-in-law all went inside with him. 8-9 He obeyed God and took a male and a female of each kind of animal and bird into the boat with him. 10 Seven days later a flood began to cover the earth.”
Genesis 7:1-10 (CEV)


Devotional message
Noah – sent with power
[Decorate the room with rainbows, animals and arks. Include a dove – a symbol of the Holy Spirit. You might also like to hand out small animals, rainbows or doves for everyone to hold as you speak.]
You might recall the story of Noah’s Ark, in Genesis. Maybe, as a child, you played with a toy ark, marching the animals in two-by-two. Perhaps you had a picture book, showing a beautiful rainbow and a dove flying over the ark?
Let’s recap Noah’s story. Sometime after creating the earth, God looked down and saw that humans were becoming cruel and uncaring. They were no longer looking after the Earth or loving each other. Many of them had forgotten about God or deliberately turned away from him. We are told that God decided to wash away the evil and start again. 
However, God saw that Noah and his family continued to love and worship him, and love and care for others. So, God gave Noah a mission. He asked him to build a very large boat, about one and a half times the length of a football field. Then he had to gather and fill it with every variety of animal, reptile and bird, and enough food to care for them and all of his family for several months.
Now this seems like a big mission. Even a young person, full of energy, with all of the tools and technology that are available today, might feel quite overwhelmed by the task. But Noah only had his hands, the help of his sons, and whatever supplies he could gather. And Noah was not a young person. Genesis 7:6 tells us that Noah was 600 years old when the rain started. There might be days when we feel like we could be 600 years old, but it’s unlikely that we have any 600-year-olds here today! We might wonder, how could Noah possibly have accomplished this mission? Why did God choose Noah?
God needed someone to take on a mission. When he looked at Noah, he saw his limitations. Then he looked at Noah’s heart and knew this faithful, compassionate, loving man was the one for the job. God gave Noah the power he needed to do the work God sent him to do.
Today we celebrate Pentecost. We recall another story – the story of the disciples, gathered together, afraid and uncertain, wondering how they could possibly accomplish the mission that Jesus had left them with.
What was their mission? We find it in Matthew 28:19-20. 19 “‘Go to the people of all nations and make them my disciples. Baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 20 and teach them to do everything I have told you. I will be with you always, even until the end of the world.’”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  CEV] 

Think about that for a moment. The disciples were sent to all nations, but they had no cars, planes or trains. They were sent to all nations, but they spoke perhaps one or two languages between them. They were sent to all nations but there were a small group of them to do the work. They were sent to share the story of Jesus, but it was dangerous or illegal to do in many places, including where they lived.
God saw them. He saw who they were. He saw their limitations and he gave them the power to succeed in their mission. This power was given to them, and it is within us. The Holy Spirit is God in us, empowering us to do all that he sends us to do. 
When God looks at us, he doesn't look at us with his eyes closed. He sees us. He sees our limitations. He knows what we're capable of. He knows what is beyond us. And then he sends his Spirit to fill us, to give us the power to do what he sends us to do. The mission Jesus gave is not just for a small group of people. It is for the Church, the whole Church, and we are part of that. God sees our limitations and he still asks us to do his work, even if we have limiting circumstances – like being 600 years old!
God sent Noah on a mission, he sent the disciples, and he sends us too. We all have a role to play in sharing the story of Jesus and demonstrating his love to others. God sends people, ordinary people, to do his work through the power of his Spirit. Maybe you are thinking, you are too young, or too old, or you have a disability, or you are not special enough. Be assured today, that you too can do what God sends you to do through the power of the Holy Spirit.
What is God sending you to do today? Whatever it is, you can do it because God says, “I will be with you” (Exodus 3:12, NIV).

Prayer
Father, thank you because you see us. You see us for who we are, with all our strengths and abilities, and our limitations too. 
Remind us each day that you call us to share in the mission of Jesus and that, through your Spirit, you give us the power we need to play our part. 
Fill us with wisdom and courage as we accept your call on our lives and respond with action.
Amen.

Reflection activities
1. Our mission
Set up a toy ark and surround it with animals. Print the instruction card at the end of this document and place it on the table or read the instructions to participants.
When Noah was 600 years old, God called him to play his part in an important mission.
What is God calling you to do?
Choose an animal and place it in the ark as you ask God to help you understand your part in his mission.



2. Sharing the light
Set out some candles on a table. Print the instruction card at the end of this document and place it on the table or read the instructions to participants.
Today we remember the day of Pentecost, when God gave power to the disciples to set out on a mission. 
He also gives us power to share the love of Jesus with all people. 
Choose a candle and switch it on as a reminder that, as a follower of Jesus, you can share his light with others. 

3. God is with us
Place sheets of paper and crayons, pencils or markers on a table. Print the instruction card at the end of this document and place it on the table or read the instructions to participants.
Often when we think about Noah, we also think about the rainbow. In this story, God placed a rainbow in the sky as a symbol of his promise to Noah and to all people.
Jesus made another promise to us. He promised to be with us always, through his Spirit.
Draw a rainbow as you reflect on this reminder that God is with you today and always.

Song suggestions
· Be still for the presence of the Lord: 
https://samusicindex.com/brass/be-still-for-the-presence-of-the-lord/6737
 
· O God of burning, cleansing flame: 
https://samusicindex.com/brass/o-god-of-burning-cleansing-flame/6769 
To view the full list of song suggestions here, click here. 
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