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Acknowledgement of Country  
Leaders are encouraged to share an Acknowledgement of Country. Refer to the mySalvos Toolkit to help write your Acknowledgement.
Or use the following Acknowledgement, either by speaking the script (below) or playing the Acknowledgement of Country video by Major Matt Reeve.
The Salvation Army acknowledges First Nations peoples as the Traditional Owners of the lands and waterways of Australia, that we now share.  
We acknowledge their unique cultural and spiritual connections to the lands and waters, honouring their wisdom, strength and resilience as the world’s oldest living cultures.  
We pay respects to the Elders who play a vital role in fostering a fair and just society for all Australians.  
The Salvation Army has called Australia home for over 144 years. We acknowledge that parts of our history have contributed to the profound grief and loss experienced by First Nations peoples.  
We are committed to working alongside First Nations peoples to pursue justice, Reconciliation and mutual flourishing.  
We commit ourselves in prayer and practice to the lands of Australia and its peoples, seeking Reconciliation, unity and equity.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  https://home.salvoscentral.org/content/page/6881bd2a8ed8e671075a82f9 ] 




Purpose
National Reconciliation Week is a time for all Australians to pause, learn more about our shared histories and cultures, and find ways we can all contribute to achieving Reconciliation.[footnoteRef:3] We come together to build relationships and create communities that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples — their histories, cultures, achievements and futures.[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  National Reconciliation Week - Reconciliation Australia]  [4:  National Reconciliation Week (NRW) 2024 | The Salvation Army Australia] 

Together, we will amplify Indigenous voices and listen deeply to what they are saying.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Tahana Turner 2025] 

Together, we unite our hearts, minds and actions to listen, reflect and learn, strengthening connections between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. Together, we pay attention to empowering our Indigenous peoples, to affirm who they are, and stand up for what’s right.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Tahana Turner 2026] 

We are part of an organisation committed to Reconciliation. The Salvation Army’s Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) gives us a framework to use to contribute to the Reconciliation movement. It demonstrates our ongoing commitment towards Reconciliation and strengthens our relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, increasing cultural safety in our workplaces, faith communities and support programs.  
As Christians, we know that Jesus is all about Reconciliation — he loves every person on the planet equally[footnoteRef:7] and wants justice for all.[footnoteRef:8] As we listen to God’s voice and what he wants for us, we must stop listening to disruptive voices that point to our differences as a means to divide us.  [7:  Acts 10:34; Romans 2:11; John 8:1-11]  [8:  Micah 6:8] 

God’s heart is that every person of every nation, culture and creed hold fast to his teaching to ‘love thy neighbour’.[footnoteRef:9] We are part of a kinship system here in Australia — we are all responsible to take care of each other.[footnoteRef:10] When we share our different stories, we create a new story — together – in Christ.[footnoteRef:11] When we are All In, with common goals towards a common cause, we will achieve the Reconciliation we long to see.  [9:  Terrence Whyte 2025]  [10:  Tahana Turner 2026]  [11:  Tahana Turner 2026] 


2026 National Reconciliation Week Theme
The theme for National Reconciliation Week 2026 is All In.[footnoteRef:12] All Australians are called to commit to Reconciliation, every day of the year. We’re not sitting on the sidelines; we’re taking action to see change. We are All In, with one heart, one purpose and one voice.  [12:  National Reconciliation Week - Reconciliation Australia] 

All In means we are all actively advancing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ rights. We are not leaving the responsibility of Reconciliation to First Nations people, but together — as one voice — we are listening, understanding, championing and acting towards Reconciliation. 
What’s your next step? Have you raised your hand and declared, ‘I’m in’? Reconciliation will not happen by itself — it will happen when we are All In.

Biblical Reflection
See it. Come together. Pray. Plan. Build. Don’t quit.
In the Book of Nehemiah, God’s people rebuild the walls of their city, working side by side, with each family taking responsibility for a section. Together, through shared effort, perseverance, and trust in God, they accomplish what none of them could have done alone.

*

In Chapter one, Nehemiah learnt that his country was in ruins because its people had been exiled after disobeying God’s law. So, Nehemiah turned to God and asked for his forgiveness. He prayed and planned and acted with wisdom. He held on to God’s promises for his people and sought God’s blessing to return home and rebuild.
In the following few chapters, Nehemiah invited the people to seek God’s forgiveness and return to him. He brought together people from all levels of society to rebuild the wall side by side, showing them how to defend the work they had done. He reminded them that God would bless and protect them if they stayed faithful to him. People with all different roles worked together. This paints a picture of unity in diversity, and the faithful work of ordinary people who have a shared responsibility to rebuild that which honours God. When resistance, injustice and false accusations rose against them, they didn’t give up. They defended the work and kept building to see the promise come to pass.
This story connects to our Country because it shows us there is hope when we turn to God for forgiveness and reconcile with him. When a self-serving culture continues, that culture will break down and cause more harm, but when people from all levels of society come together to reconcile and rebuild a godly nation, God will uphold it and bless it.[footnoteRef:13] When we build God’s purposes, side by side, what we create continues on — way beyond ourselves — to future generations. [13:  Terrence Whyte 2026] 


Key Scripture Verses
· In it together
9 “Two people are better than one. When two people work together, they get more work done. 10 If one person falls, the other person can reach out to help. But those who are alone when they fall have no one to help them. 12 An enemy might be able to defeat one person, but two people can stand back-to-back to defend each other. And three people are even stronger. They are like a rope that has three parts wrapped together — it is very hard to break.” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 and 12, ERV).

· Rebuild and restore
“And I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for good, and also of the words that the king had spoken to me. And they said, “Let us rise up and build.” So, they strengthened their hands for the good work” (Nehemiah 2:18, ESV).
“And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to dwell in” (Isaiah 58:12, ESV).

· One spirit, one purpose
“Whatever happens, you should walk in a manner that brings honor to the good story about the Chosen One. In this way, whether or not I come to see you, I will hear that you are standing firm in one spirit, having one purpose, and struggling together to hold true to the good story in which we have put our trust” (Philippians 1:27, FNVNT).

· Personal commitment
“Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone” (Romans 12:18, NLT).

Three easy things to do on 
National Reconciliation Week
(Check the All In Calendar for important dates for your corps to participate in)
· Show a video of a story told by an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander, including their thoughts around Reconciliation (see Salvos Studios for options).
· Share an inspiring story on your corps’ social media page about being All In when it comes to working together towards Reconciliation.  
· Invite an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander guest speaker to share their story and their thoughts around Reconciliation.










A responsive prayer 
Leader: Father God, 2 Corinthians 5:19 says you have given us “this wonderful message of Reconciliation”. You have called us to stand up for justice[footnoteRef:14] and to be one in Christ Jesus.[footnoteRef:15] We stand together today, united by our desire for Reconciliation.  [14:  Amos 5:24]  [15:  Galatians 3:28] 


All: Lord, we ask for justice and unity. 

Leader: We believe that Christ himself is our way of peace. Ephesians 2:14 says, “He has made peace between us... by making us all one family, breaking down the wall of contempt that used to separate us”.[footnoteRef:16] Thank you, Lord, for ongoing healing. [16:  Ephesians 2:14] 


All: Lord, let there be healing and peace. 

Leader: We acknowledge that each of us plays a role in Reconciliation. We can learn more about our part in the healing process. 

All: Lord, let us be more aware of the part we play in this journey. 

Leader: We know you want us to be bridge builders — to listen, reflect, grow and step forward together. In your name, Amen. 

All: Amen. 


Additional Information
A brief history of National Reconciliation Week
National Reconciliation Week began in 1993, as the ‘Week of Prayer for Reconciliation’ (during the ‘International Year of the World’s Indigenous Peoples’) and was supported by major faith communities. Three years later, in 1996, Australia’s first National Reconciliation Week was organised by the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation.
The dates for National Reconciliation Week remain the same each year — 27 May to 3 June. These dates commemorate two significant milestones in the Reconciliation journey — the successful 1967 referendum, and the High Court Mabo decision.
In 2001, Reconciliation Australia was established. To show their support for Reconciliation, approximately 300,000 people walked across Sydney Harbour Bridge as part of National Reconciliation Week 2001.
Today, National Reconciliation Week is observed in workplaces, schools and early learning services, community organisations and groups, and by individuals across Australia.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  National Reconciliation Week - Reconciliation Australia] 


Acknowledgements:
Tahana Turner — proud Bundjalung woman from the Coodjingburra clan   
Terrence Whyte — Maluligal Nation, Zenadth Kes

Resources:
Support local First Nations businesses and suppliers – see Supply Nation 
National Reconciliation Week - Reconciliation Australia
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