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Notes for the leader	
· Display Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags
· Decorate the space with Indigenous artwork

Acknowledgement of Country
Use the following Acknowledgement script or play the video.
The Salvation Army acknowledges First Nations peoples as the Traditional Owners of the lands and waterways of Australia that we now share.  
We acknowledge their unique cultural and spiritual connections to the lands and waters, honouring their wisdom, strength and resilience as the world’s oldest living cultures.  
We pay respects to the Elders who play a vital role in fostering a fair and just society for all Australians.  
The Salvation Army has called Australia home for over 144 years. We acknowledge that parts of our history have contributed to the profound grief and loss experienced by First Nations peoples.  
We are committed to working alongside First Nations peoples to pursue justice, reconciliation and mutual flourishing.  
We commit ourselves in prayer and practice to the lands of Australia and its peoples, seeking reconciliation, unity and equity.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  https://home.salvoscentral.org/content/page/6881bd2a8ed8e671075a82f9 ] 




Scripture reading
Two people are better than one. When two people work together, they get more work done. 10 If one person falls, the other person can reach out to help. But those who are alone when they fall have no one to help them.11 If two people sleep together, they will be warm. But a person sleeping alone will not be warm.12 An enemy might be able to defeat one person, but two people can stand back-to-back to defend each other. And three people are even stronger. They are like a rope that has three parts wrapped together — it is very hard to break.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (ERV)

Devotional message
Have you noticed that God created us to live together, in community? He calls us to live in right relationship, each doing our part to help and support the whole community, like in a family. This is like our Indigenous kinship systems. Each of us can do some things, but we need each other to live well, to flourish. When we share values and goals, when we love and help each other, we can achieve greater things. 
[Give a few brief examples of where you have seen members of your chapel or centre working together at something. For example, “a few days ago, I saw Trish and Lucy walking down the hallway, arm in arm. On their own, they are both a bit wobbly, but together, I think they could walk a marathon!” Or “recently, one of the staff was telling me that she loves coming to work because Harry is such a great listener. He always gives her great advice. When I mentioned this to Harry, he explained that she reminds him of his granddaughter. Talking to her always makes him feel brighter.”]  

In the Bible, in Ecclesiastes Chapter 4, Verse 9, it says: 
“Two people are better than one. When two people work together, they get more work done.” (ERV) 

Verse 12 says:
“An enemy might be able to defeat one person, but two people can stand back-to-back to defend each other. And three people are even stronger. They are like a rope that has three parts wrapped together — it is very hard to break.” (ERV)

The Bible is full of stories of partnerships — stories in which God puts people together so that they can achieve far more than they could on their own. 

1.  God puts people together
God paired Moses with Aaron. Moses had been raised in Egypt and was called to lead but felt inadequate in speaking. Aaron was appointed by God to speak on his behalf. Together, they led the Hebrews out of slavery. 
God paired up Esther, the young queen, and Mordecai, her wise uncle, so that they could save a nation. 
God paired up influential Nehemiah with a group of hardworking but desperate Israelites to rebuild and defend their homes.
God paired up Paul with a small group of wealthy traders so that they could spread the news of Jesus to the world.

2. Together we can achieve more
Let’s look a little more closely at the story of Nehemiah. In 586 BC, the Babylonian army attacked and destroyed Jerusalem, knocking its walls down in the process. Nearly 150 years later, those who remained were still living in the rubble.
Nehemiah, a royal wine taster, grieved when he learnt of how broken Jerusalem was. He couldn’t rebuild it on his own, but he did have some influence with the king. When the opportunity arose, he asked the king for three things — a leave of absence to rebuild the walls, a letter granting him safe travel to Jerusalem, and permission to access the forests for timber.

The residents of Jerusalem had the strength and knowledge to rebuild their city, but no leader, permission or supplies. They had lost sight of what could be and were focused on just getting through each day.
God put Nehemiah and the people together and within just 52 days, the walls were reassembled. The people of Jerusalem then had protection and were ready for God to do something new.
When we take what God has given us and work together, we can achieve so much more than we could on our own. The doors open for God to do amazing things in our lives, in our country and in our world.

3. There is a cost
Whilst we celebrate the victories, we can also acknowledge that there is a cost to working together.
Nehemiah had to set aside his place in the royal court and return to live in the rubble. The people had to put aside their own individual agendas and focus on one common goal. 
As they were rebuilding, neighbouring nations became angry and began to attack them. They wanted to prevent the Israelites from becoming strong and united. Every person had to stand up and take responsibility. They had to build at the same time as they were defending their homes. They had to help other and they had to put aside their own ideas about how to get the job done.
They kept going and worked hard because they could see that the end goal was worthwhile and that they could achieve it if they were All In together.
 
Conclusion
God puts people together. He created us to live in harmony and to achieve great things together.
For centuries, Australia has had two different stories — Indigenous and non-Indigenous. We have an opportunity, with Christ, to create a new story. This is a story where we are All In — all working together for common goals, for common acceptance and for common care of each other and of our lands and waters. Together we can stand for justice, speaking with one voice, motivated by the love of Jesus.

Prayer
Dear Lord, thank you for creating us to live in community, extending love and grace to one another, helping and strengthening each other. 
As we think about Reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians, let us stand for justice, speaking with one voice, motivated by our love for you.
Amen.
Interactive activities
1. Colouring sheets
You will need:
· Coloured pencils or crayons
· Printed copies of the colouring sheets linked below
· NRW2026 A4 Colouring-In Sheet
· NRW2026 A4 Colouring-In (theme with characters)

2. Commitment cards
You will need:
· Pens
· Printed copies of the commitment cards (see below)
We can all be part of the Reconciliation journey.
Invite everyone to write their name on the commitment card to show that they are All In for working together for common goals, for acceptance, and for common care of each other and of our lands and waters.

3. Jars of beads
Place three jars on the table.
· Fill one with red beads, or jellybeans, pebbles, etc.
· Fill one with yellow beads, or jellybeans, pebbles, etc.
Invite everyone to place a red and a yellow bead in the empty jar as a symbol of all Australians coming together for Reconciliation.

Commitment cards
As I reflect on Australia’s journey towards reconciliation, I commit to being All In.
I will work with Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians to develop common goals, acceptance, and care of each other and of our lands and waters.
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