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Acknowledgement of Country
Leaders are encouraged to share an Acknowledgement of Country. Refer to the Salvos Toolkit to help write your Acknowledgement: Welcome to Country and Acknowledgement of Country 
Or use the following Acknowledgement, either by speaking the script (below) or playing the video: Acknowledgment of Country | Major Matt Reeve
The Salvation Army acknowledges First Nations peoples as the Traditional Owners of the lands and waterways of Australia, that we now share.  
We acknowledge their unique cultural and spiritual connections to the lands and waters, honouring their wisdom, strength and resilience as the world’s oldest living cultures.  
We pay respects to the Elders who play a vital role in fostering a fair and just society for all Australians.  
The Salvation Army has called Australia home for over 144 years. We acknowledge that parts of our history have contributed to the profound grief and loss experienced by First Nations peoples.  
We are committed to working alongside First Nations peoples to pursue justice, Reconciliation and mutual flourishing.  
We commit ourselves in prayer and practice to the lands of Australia and its peoples, seeking Reconciliation, unity and equity.[footnoteRef:1]  [1: https://home.salvoscentral.org/content/page/6881bd2a8ed8e671075a82f9 ] 

Purpose
For fifty years, NAIDOC Week has been a time when Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices are centred, heard and honoured. The Salvation Army recognises NAIDOC Week each year because we want to listen more deeply, to walk more respectfully, and to continue to honour what has come before by carrying on the work of the Lord together. We want to be God’s people – “to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with [our] God”.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Micah 6:8b (NIV)] 

2026 NAIDOC Week Theme
The 2026 NAIDOC Week theme is “50 Years of Deadly”. Celebrated from 5–12 July 2026, this theme marks five decades of NAIDOC Week as a national event, honouring the strength, resilience and cultural pride of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples while looking forward to the next generation of leadership.
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP)
Don't forget to add your NAIDOC events (both internal and external) to the Stretch RAP Event register as we show that we are 'All In' for Reconciliation. 
For more information visit the Stretch RAP Applications website.
Biblical Reflection
There is something both confronting and deeply hopeful in the words of Isaiah, “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Isaiah 43:19a (NIV)] 

The question is not whether God is at work, but whether we have the eyes – and the humility – to notice. Too often, we look for God’s movement in familiar places, shaped by our own assumptions and histories. Yet here, we are reminded that God’s “new thing” often rises from places long overlooked, voices long silenced, and stories long unheard – and we may miss it. We may not have the eyes to see it.
In the context of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, this “new thing” is not disconnected from the past – it is deeply rooted in it. The resilience, cultural strength and enduring connection to Country are not new in themselves; they are ancient. What is new is the awakening – both within communities and beyond them – where dignity is affirmed, truth is spoken and identity is celebrated rather than suppressed. God’s renewal does not erase history; it redeems it and brings healing without forgetting.
Micah’s call “to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God”[footnoteRef:4] presses this even further. Justice is not abstract, it is relational. It asks: who has been unheard? Who has carried burdens alone? Mercy invites us not just to feel compassion, but to enter into solidarity. And humility dismantles the illusion that we come as experts or saviours. Instead, we come humbly as listeners, learners and companions. [4:  Micah 6:8b (NIV)] 

NAIDOC Week, and this reflection on “Fifty Years of Deadly” becomes more than a celebration, it becomes an invitation. An invitation to see God already at work in the strength and leadership of First Nations peoples. An invitation to honour the past not as something distant, but as something that shapes our present. And an invitation to participate in a future where young people grow up grounded in identity, where culture is not merely preserved but flourishing, and where justice is pursued with persistence and grace.
Uncle Vince Ross, a key Salvation Army Indigenous leader, was awarded the Order of the Founder in 2020 for his ongoing work and commitment to reconciliation. His many years of faithful service were recognised and honoured with the highest honour for Salvationists. He continues to be a ‘deadly’ leader and God is raising up other ‘deadly’ Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders who are serving God in the Salvos. God is doing a new thing. 
From 2018 to 2019, three First Nations leaders were assigned to Salvation Army leadership positions. Gooreng Gooreng man, Mr Adrian Appo OAM, was appointed to the first Board of The Salvation Army Australia Territory, Shirli Congoo was appointed National General Manager for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ministry, and Uncle Vince Ross remained at the helm of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Council, this time at a national level. God is at work in the strength and leadership of First Nations peoples.
For the church around Australia, and for The Salvation Army, this is a moment of honest reflection. It means allowing God to reshape our posture, so that we move from control to companionship, from silence to advocacy, from distance to relationship.
This is indeed a story still being written. And perhaps the deeper question is this: will we perceive what God is doing, and will we have the courage to join in?


Key Scripture Verses
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Isaiah 43:19a (NIV)] 

“And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Micah 6:8b (NIV)] 

Prayer 
Creator God, 
You are doing a new thing among us – open our eyes to perceive it. Give us hearts to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with you. We thank you for the strength, culture and witness of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Teach us to listen deeply, walk respectfully and seek healing together. Lead us into a deadly future shaped by truth, dignity and hope. 
Amen.
A brief history of NAIDOC Week:
· The origins of NAIDOC Day can be traced back to the 1920s when Aboriginal rights groups protested against the status and treatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians.
· In 1939 William Cooper sought the assistance of the National Missionary Council of Australia in supporting and promoting an annual event.
· This event was held annually on the Sunday before Australia Day and then in 1955 it was shifted to the first Sunday in July. It became not only a protest day but also a celebration of Aboriginal culture. 
· In 1975 the day event became a week of celebration, from the first to second Sundays in July. 
· “‘NAIDOC’ stands for National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee. The National NAIDOC Committee respectfully acknowledges the now defunct and inaccurate term 'Aborigines', whilst retaining the term in our title due to historic use by our Elders in establishing this week of commemoration in 1938. Since 1967 the ongoing registered title of the Committee became the National Aboriginal and Islander Day Observance Committee.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://www.naidoc.org.au/about/history] 
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