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This resource bundle is ideal for use in chapel services. It includes:
· Acknowledgement of Country
· Purpose and 2026 theme 
· Reconciliation Action Plan events
· Scripture
· Short devotional talk including Scriptures and visual example 
· Prayer
· Opportunity to respond
· Song suggestions
· Acknowledgements
Leaders: you may like to acknowledge, honour and celebrate the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in your chapel service by:
Welcoming them by name and include their clan/Country (pre-arrange this with the person/people)
Ask them if they would like to give a Welcome to Country
Ask them if they would like to pray
Print out cards with this year’s theme to hand out
Acknowledgement of Country
Leaders are encouraged to share an Acknowledgement of Country. Refer to the Salvos Toolkit to help write your Acknowledgement. Or use the following Acknowledgement, either by speaking the script (below) or playing the video: Acknowledgment of Country | Major Matt Reeve. 
The Salvation Army acknowledges First Nations peoples as the Traditional Owners of the lands and waterways of Australia, that we now share.   
We acknowledge their unique cultural and spiritual connections to the lands and waters, honouring their wisdom, strength and resilience as the world’s oldest living cultures.   
We pay respects to the Elders who play a vital role in fostering a fair and just society for all Australians.   
The Salvation Army has called Australia home for over 144 years. We acknowledge that parts of our history have contributed to the profound grief and loss experienced by First Nations peoples.   
We are committed to working alongside First Nations peoples to pursue justice, Reconciliation and mutual flourishing.   
We commit ourselves in prayer and practice to the lands of Australia and its peoples, seeking Reconciliation, unity and equity.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  https://home.salvoscentral.org/content/page/6881bd2a8ed8e671075a82f9  ] 

Purpose
NAIDOC Week is a celebration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, recognising their history and achievements, and their strength and dignity. It is a space for truth-telling and an opportunity for all Australians to learn more about the oldest, continuous living cultures on the earth.  During NAIDOC Week, we listen to, learn from and celebrate our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples – their cultures, languages, wisdom, resilience, stories, art and traditions.  
NAIDOC Week is celebrated in the first week of July each year (Sunday to Sunday), and in 2026 the dates are 5–12 July.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  National NAIDOC Week | NAIDOC] 

2026 Theme – “50 Years of Deadly”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  National NAIDOC Theme | NAIDOC] 

For fifty years, NAIDOC Week has been a time when Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices are centred, heard and honoured. This year’s theme, “Fifty Years of Deadly”, marks an important milestone. It recognises those who came before us, builds on their momentum, and looks ahead to a hope-filled future. 
The word “deadly” is used in a positive way by many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. In this context, it does not mean ‘dangerous’ – it means something to be proud of. “Deadly” is a word that speaks to excellence, strength and pride. “Deadly” reflects a strong sense of identity and culture. “Deadly” is a statement of survival, of recognising how far we’ve come and how far we’ll go – with First Nations people leading change in every space, continuing the fight for justice. “We honour what came before by continuing the work.”
We’re stepping forward. Still resilient. “Still deadly. Always.”
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP)
Don't forget to add your NAIDOC Week events (both internal and external) to the Stretch RAP Event register as we show that we are 'All In' for Reconciliation. 
For more information visit the Stretch RAP Applications website.
Scriptures and short devotional talk
You will need:
Sticky notes
Pens/pencils
Scriptures:
“Watch closely: I am preparing something new; it’s happening now, even as I speak, and you’re about to see it. I am preparing a way through the desert; Waters will flow where there had been none.” – Isaiah 43:19 (The Voice)

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” – Micah 6:8 (NIV)
Introduction:
If I was to say, “Okay, everyone, we’re doing a new thing today”, what would that look like to you? 
Would we be doing a totally ‘new’ thing – something unheard of? Something scary? Or would we be building something new on top of what we already have? Like creating new signage for a well-established shop?
Visual Example:
You may like to do this as a group, or ask one person to demonstrate.
As we reflect on this, I have a visual exercise we can do to think about what a ‘new thing’ might look like. For those who would like to take part, can we start by standing up. 
(Participants stand.)
From where we stand, let’s take one small step forward together. Ready, set, step!
(Those standing take a step.)
We’re still in the same room. It’s the same place with the same people. But something’s changed – we took a new step.
(Pause.)
Think about that. New things don’t always mean moving to a completely new place. Sometimes it’s a new step in the same place. One step along.
Sometimes a new thing starts with one step. And it’s not always a physical step. There are lots of different kinds of steps we can take to move to a new thing.
(Let everyone know they can sit down.)
Devotional continued:
I want to share with you some words from the Bible. These words talk about the ‘new thing’ that God is doing.
Isaiah chapter 43, verse 19 says, “Watch closely: I am preparing something new; it’s happening now, even as I speak, and you’re about to see it. I am preparing a way through the desert; Waters will flow where there had been none.”[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Isaiah 43:19 (The Voice)] 

These words in the Bible talk about a new thing God was preparing for the people who were following him. Whatever had happened in their past – the good and the bad – God was promising them new and good things in their future.
For us, here and now, God is doing a new thing. And he has good things for you in your future. He wants to see things go well for you. Whatever has happened in the past, whatever situation you’re in now, we know God has good things ahead for you. 
The NAIDOC theme this year asks us to look back – to acknowledge the stories, the conversations, the meaningful connections between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians. We have momentum in these relationships. 
And it encourages us to look forward. God is doing a new thing in Australia. He’s moving in a fresh, current and future-focused way amongst our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 
For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, there are already strong stories, cultures and leadership. There is already momentum. There’s a new thing happening that is building on the strength of the past. And we’re taking another step together, into a blessed new future, that is still being written.
And maybe our ‘new step’ is simple:
to listen more deeply to what Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are saying…
to respect more fully the path to reconciliation…
to walk the path in good and difficult times…
to connect with others who are walking the path. To find out more about how to do that, you can talk to one of us at The Salvation Army or connect with organisations that are led by, or work closely with, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.
Another verse in the Bible, Micah chapter 6, verse 8, says that God wants us to “act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly” with God.[footnoteRef:5] We’re asked to bring justice to people, to act with kindness, and to stay humble while we walk this path with God and with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. [5:  NIV] 

Perhaps today your ‘new step’ is one of these things in Micah chapter 6. Or perhaps it’s to connect with people who will walk the path with you, joining together in celebrating Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and their cultures. Big change often begins with small steps… ‘from little things, big things grow’.[footnoteRef:6] What could your next step be? [6:  Song lyrics | National Museum of Australia ] 



Prayer
I’m going to pray and then we’ll give everyone an opportunity to respond.
Dear Lord,
Thank you for loving each one of us. Thank you that you want good things for us now and in our future.
Help us to show that we value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and their cultures. Guide us to walk humbly, act justly and love mercy, and join with them in celebration of who God created them to be. Help us to take another step to listen, to learn more, and to walk with our First Nations brothers and sisters, honouring them and seeing them be blessed. 
We give you all the glory – everything good comes from you. You strengthen us and give us grace, peace and love so that we can live in right relationship with you and with each other.
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.
Opportunity to respond
We’re going to give everyone a moment to respond. We have sticky notes and pens to hand out, so that we can all take a couple of minutes to write down our next steps in standing with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  
(Hand out sticky notes and pens/pencils. Allow a few minutes for people to write their next steps.) 
Conclude the gathering.
Song Suggestions
Old Rugged Cross (585 in the 1987 Song Book)
Welcome Holy Spirit 
What a friend we have in Jesus (645 in the 1987 Song Book)
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