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Chapel guide
Short devotional talk
You will need some puzzle pieces, a medal and a hat. Show the objects as you speak about them, or you could hand out the objects for everyone to hold as you speak.
Introduction
Communities are often made up of people from different age groups, with different backgrounds and opinions. It’s not always easy to live, work and communicate with people who are different to us. Sometimes there are challenges along the way! But when we pull together, when we connect and learn from each other, we all benefit.
Transition
In the Bible, we read about some Christians in a city called Corinth. The Christians there weren’t good at working together. They were often comparing their talents, showing off, and making fun of one another. So, a church leader, named Paul, came to explain that they all needed to work together as the “body of Christ”.[footnoteRef:1] He wasn’t talking about a physical body, but he used this idea so people could understand what it looks like when followers of Jesus join together to serve God in a community. [1:  1 Corinthians 12:27] 

We are going to explore this idea that we are better together. I’m going to show you three things: a puzzle piece, a medal, and a hat and we will talk about each one in turn.
Puzzle pieces – Connection is important
[bookmark: _Int_yMR3wzWg]Let’s think about a puzzle. [Hold up a puzzle piece or hand out puzzle pieces for everyone to hold.]
What memories come to mind when you think about puzzles?
You might think about doing word puzzles with your children or grandchildren during the holidays. You might remember the sense of accomplishment when you finally connect the last piece of a jigsaw puzzle.
This puzzle piece is important but doesn't really mean much on its own. It’s very hard to tell what the end picture is supposed to look like when you look at one piece. But, the moment all the pieces come together, the picture becomes clear, and it all starts to make sense.
In a way, you and I are like puzzle pieces. In the Bible, Paul says the church is like a body. We all have different things to offer – different talents, skills, personalities and experiences. And, when we come together, we make something wonderful that is bigger than any one of us. 
Paul says, “Together you are the body of Christ. Each one of you is part of his body.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  1 Corinthians 12:27 (CEV)] 

We all have different parts to play in our community. You may be someone who’s good at cooking and sharing meals. You may be someone who has lots of life experience or advice that you could share with someone younger. You may be someone who’s a good friend and listener. Each one of us has a special part to play. 
I wonder if you've ever felt disconnected – like you didn't belong?
The Bible reminds us that we weren't meant to live disconnected from one another. In a book called Ecclesiastes it says, “Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed.”[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NLT)] 

Connection allows us to help each other; to learn and teach skills and build friendships. We are stronger together. 
So, if you ever find yourself wondering about what you have to give, or if you ever question how important you are, remember that you are like a puzzle piece. You are a unique and valuable part of a bigger picture. Let's stay connected and remember that we are better together.  
Medal – You are valuable 
Let’s think about a medal. [Hold up a medal. You might also like to hand out small medals for everyone to hold.]
I wonder what you think of when you look at this medal. Maybe you think of one of your greatest achievements in life. Maybe you think of being proud of your children or grandchildren. Maybe you think of someone who has courageously served others. Whatever you may think of, it’s likely that memory holds value or importance in your life.
Paul also shows us that, as the body of Christ, every person matters and is important. Sometimes it can feel like only certain people in our community are important, or that what they bring is more valuable than what we bring. It may, at times, feel like we don't have a say or a part to play.
Paul shows us that in God’s community, every person matters and is important – no matter our age or how insignificant we may feel.
He says, “...God put our bodies together in such a way that even the parts that seem the least important are valuable.”[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  1 Corinthians 12:24b (CEV)] 

Our words and actions are valuable. We can use our unique gifts and talents to contribute meaningfully to our community. Take courage, because even the smallest of gifts is of great value in God’s eyes!
Not only is our part in our community valuable, but we are also called to remind others of their value. 
When we take the time to encourage others with our words, it shows them they are valuable and significant in our community. When people feel important and loved, they can be inspired to use their gifts and talents to help others.
Find time to encourage someone this week. Maybe they have a warm smile or are a good friend to others. Your encouragement can be the reason someone sees how important and valuable they are to the community. 
Hat – Everyone is worthy of respect
Let’s look at this hat. [Hold up a hat or ask everyone to put on a hat.] 
[bookmark: _Int_XxflNN2C]Hats can be used in lots of different ways. Some wear hats to protect themselves from the hot sun. Others wear hats as part of their fashion or style. But in some cultures, hats can be seen as a sign of respect. Taking off your hat can be a way to show honour to someone else.
Respect means accepting someone for who they are, even if they are different to you. Respect is important because it helps us to build trust with others and feel safe in our community.
Paul also shows us that in God’s community, the body of Christ, we are to be respectful of one another.
He says, “God wanted the different parts to care the same for each other.”[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  1 Corinthians 12:25b (ERV)] 

The world we live in today often tells us to look down on those who don’t have the same opinions as we do; or to avoid those who view life differently to us. But God tells his people to live a different way. In God’s community, everyone has the right to feel respected – to be able to speak, listen and be loved without judgment.
What are some ways we can show respect to people in our community? We can show respect by patiently listening to people from different age groups or cultural groups. We can take time to learn from them and share what we know. It can also mean showing genuine interest in what matters to others, even when we don’t fully understand it.
When we choose to be respectful to those around us, our community can feel safe, and everyone can live in harmony with each other.
Optional: So, let’s take a moment to turn to the person next to us and take off our hats as a sign of respect. [Ask everyone to take off their hats.]
Response
[Play some instrumental music and invite people to go and tell someone that they appreciate or respect them, or they are glad to be connected to them. 
Alternatively, you could have some paper and pens available for people to write notes of encouragement instead of saying it out loud.] 


Prayer
Dear Lord,
[bookmark: _Int_NaQwEf9c]As we gather to celebrate this special day, thank you for every older person in the room. Thank you for showing us your love and placing value on each and every person in our community.
Help us to be a community that works together with kindness. Remind us that the small part we play is valuable and significant in your eyes. Teach us to be respectful to others, even those who are different to us.
May your presence continue to be with us all, strengthening and guiding our community.
Amen.
Optional Additional Activities
Songbook songs
You may like to spend some time singing together. A variety of songbook lyric videos (with singing and music) are available to choose from: Songbook Song Lyric Videos | mySalvos 
Memory Support Unit activities
Additional Memory Support Unit activities are available on the MySalvos Toolkit. 
Photo prompt cards
[bookmark: _Int_1G0a2UyP]Spread out the photo prompt cards and invite people to choose one that reminds them of a time when they felt very connected – an important part of something bigger. 
Paper craft
Set up a table with several A3 copies of the plant, flower and grapes templates. 
Provide craft glue and crepe paper in a variety of colours. 
Invite residents and visitors to decorate the templates. 
Colouring-in
Print out the colouring-in template and set up a table with coloured crayons and pencils. 
Optional gifts
Chocolate wrapper
Add the printable chocolate wrapper to Aldi mini chocolate bars and give one to everyone who attends the chapel service.
Bookmark
Print bookmarks for each resident and visitor, using the template provided. 
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