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Candle lighting reflections
Week One — Promised Light – Candle of hope
Promises give us the courage to wait patiently for the things we hope for. God gave a promise to his people – the promise of a Messiah, a Saviour, a light for the world. 
Isaiah 51:4-5 says, 
4 “Listen to me, my people. Hear me, Israel, for my law will be proclaimed, 
and my justice will become a light to the nations.
5 My mercy and justice are coming soon. My salvation is on the way.
My strong arm will bring justice to the nations.
All distant lands will look to me and wait in hope for my powerful arm.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  NLT] 

God repeated this promise for generations and it carried the people of Israel through many hardships. He promised the light would come.
As we light the first candle, the candle of hope, we remember that God always keeps his promises.

Light the first candle.
Now, as we wait in the light of Jesus for Christmas, we are filled with hope. 
Let’s pray.
Lord, as we begin this season of waiting and anticipation, we thank you for the hope that fills our hearts. Your faithfulness has been proven for generations and we acknowledge your faithfulness to us today. You promised us a Saviour and you sent us your Son. May we open our hearts to Jesus today. Amen. 


Week Two — Boundless Light – Candle of joy
Light cannot be contained. It spreads and flows, bouncing off surfaces, bringing vision and clarity, illuminating dark spaces and chasing away shadows. Light brings joy – the sun rising, toasting marshmallows over a campfire, a torch shining the way home.
Isaiah 44:23 says,
“Tell the heavens and the earth
to start singing!
Tell the mountains and every tree in the forest
to join in the song!
The Lord has rescued his people;
now they will worship him.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  CEV] 

As we light the second candle, the candle of joy, we celebrate the light of Jesus in our world.
Light the second candle.
Jesus, the light of the world, has come, filling our hearts with joy.
Let’s pray.
Lord, we celebrate and praise your name. We have so much to be thankful for. We join with creation as we acknowledge all that you do for us. Every day your light shines on us, reminding us of your presence and your love. Amen.


Week Three — Saving Light – Candle of peace
A bright star, shining in the night sky, can guide a traveller. A lighthouse beams to guide ships safely to shore. Light might mean the difference between lost and found. It brings safety and peace. 
2 Timothy 1:9-10 says,
9 “God saved us and chose us
to be his holy people.
We did nothing to deserve this,
but God planned it because he is so kind.
Even before time began
God planned for Christ Jesus
to show kindness to us.
10 Now Christ Jesus has come
to offer us God's gift of undeserved grace.
Christ our Savior defeated death
and brought us the good news.
It shines like a light and offers life
that never ends.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  CEV] 

As we light the third candle, the candle of peace, we quietly wait, knowing that the light of Jesus saves us.
Light the third candle.
Jesus, the light of the world, shines brightly, showing us the way to God, saving us from the darkness, guiding us from lost to found, sheltering us with peace.
Let’s pray.
Lord, we praise you because even in the darkest moments, our hearts are filled with peace as we focus on the light of your salvation. Thank you for showing us the way to life in all its fullness. Amen.


Week Four — Shining Light – Candle of love
Spotlights draw attention to what is most important, highlighting the main event. The angels, the star and the Magi all drew attention to the Light of Jesus, the love-light.
Ephesians 5:8-9a says,
8 “You used to be like people living in the dark, but now you are people of the light because you belong to the Lord. So act like people of the light 9 and make your light shine.”[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  CEV] 

As we light the fourth candle, the candle of love, we commit to shining the light of Jesus, sharing his love each day.
Light the fourth candle.
As we live in the light and love of Jesus, we, too, become spotlights, turning the attention of those around us to Jesus.
Let’s pray.
Lord, please help us to live in your light, fixing our eyes on you. As we are filled with your light and love, may we shine brightly, pointing others to you. Amen.


Christmas Day — The Light has come – The Christ candle
Today, we look into the manger and find Jesus. He has arrived into a world that often feels dark. He shines brightly with hope, peace, joy and love. The light always overcomes the darkness. 
John 1:4-5 says,
4“In him there was life, and that life was a light for the people of the world. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not defeated it.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  ERV] 

As we light the fifth candle, the Christ candle, we proclaim Jesus as Saviour.
Light the Christ candle.
Today we celebrate Jesus, the light of the world.
Let’s pray.
Lord, as we remember the birth of your Son, we lift our voices in the song of the angels. We give you glory, and welcome peace on Earth. Thank you for sending Jesus, the light of the world. Amen.
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