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Introduction
This Disability Awareness Sunday resource has been created for use in faith gatherings and worship times across The Salvation Army’s mission expressions. This resource explores the value of those with disability and the call to care for people who experience difference and difficulty. This resource may be used closer to the International Day of Disability – which is celebrated annually on 3 December – or it may be used at another time in the calendar that is more convenient. It includes a sermon video, prayer resources and prompts for how to better connect with those with disability.
For more information about this resource or for other disability inclusion support, please contact disabilityinclusion@salvationarmy.org.au.
Prayers
Service Leader Prayer
Loving God,
We pray today for a greater revelation of your image in all people. We ask for the wisdom to better see your divine imprint in each other, in people with disability, and those around us. May we seek a better understanding, in our churches and in our communities, of the value we each carry.
We celebrate the fullness of the body of Christ, and the diversity we share. We celebrate the importance of people with disability, and the value they carry into the world.
We ask for your Spirit to guide us in how we see each other, and how we care for those who need it.
We pray this in the name of Jesus, Amen.
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Call and Response Prayer
Call: 		Loving creator who makes all people
Response: 	May we see your image in everyone, and care for those who need it
Call: 		God who puts value in all of us, in all abilities
Response: 	May we see your image in everyone, and care for those who need it
Call: 		To celebrate our differences and look after one another
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Response: 	May we see your image in everyone, and care for those who need it
Call: 	To be the body of Christ in the world, to be the shared presence of the living God
Response: 	May we see your image in everyone, and care for those who need it
Call: 		In our churches, in our communities, in our society
Response: 	May we see your image in everyone, and care for those who need it
Call: 		In the name of Jesus, and with the power of the Spirit
Response: 	May we see your image in everyone, and care for those who need it
All: 		We pray this in the name of Jesus, Amen.
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What’s next?
Let’s think about the next steps for becoming more inclusive and caring for people with disability. Here are some questions to consider and areas your mission expression might focus on.
Whose voice can we hear? 
Consider starting a disability inclusion reference group within the mission expression. Invite people with disability and relevant family, partners and carers to share their experiences of inclusion and participation in your community. Meet quarterly for a check-in, and listen to people’s experiences of the community and site. Introduce your mission expression to the ‘Ask, Listen, Act’ practice.
How accessible is your space? 
Consider an accessibility audit of your mission expression site. Start outside and work your way inside. Make a checklist and take photos of everything that might be a barrier for people with disability: parking, pathways, ramps, entrances, doors, hallways, lifts, stairs and toilets. This also includes signage, lighting and emergency exits. Consider wayfinding signs to help people easily find their way around with directional arrows, room labels and maps.
How can we connect with the community? 
Consider reaching out to local NDIS service providers by phone, email or in person. Use the mission expression to start a larger conversation about local accessibility needs, service gaps and opportunities to work together. Connect with others already doing the work.
Further resources and support
Find more resources on the mySalvos Disability Inclusion Toolkit. 
For support with disability inclusion at your mission expression, 
please contact disabilityinclusion@salvationarmy.org.au.
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