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What is SRE?:
Special Religious Education commonly known as ‘Scripture’ is the opportunity that different faith
communities have to educate students in local schools in regards to their beliefs.
SRE is for all religious persuasions, not just Christian.
Christian SRE adds value to public education primary school communities, students and teachers in
several ways. These include:


It teaches students about the Bible and nurtures their spiritual framework. The majority of
Australians, including children have a sense of God, even if they do not attend church. This is the
way humans are created. Christian SRE provides a very valuable opportunity for children to
explore their natural spiritual curiosity by looking into God’s word.



It offers students the opportunity to question and learn from the lessons it contains. The Bible
clearly helps makes sense of the world. As such, Christian SRE can be invaluable in the process
of shaping a child’s framework. The Christian faith teaches that people have the capacity to
choose wisely or foolishly and need a moral framework to guide wise decisions in every area of
their life.



It facilitates a pathway for the spiritual care of students. Schools work hard to support students in
times of difficulty or through challenging personal situations. Christian SRE can add another
dimension by assuring the child of God’s love and faithfulness. In Christian SRE children will
develop a relationship with their teacher that can provide encouragement and pastoral care.



It contributes another perspective to other classroom subjects e.g. HSIE.

Who is God? How was the world created? These and many other questions are answered from the
biblical perspective and provide a balance into other humanist theories. Early Christian SRE education
will assist young children to future question populist theories and seek to know the truth.
Christian SRE isn’t just for families with an active faith commitment. There are families who may not
want their children to go to church but are glad of the opportunity for them to be taught the basics of
Christian faith at School.
Parents are afforded the opportunity to withdraw their child from SRE and/or GRE if they wish.

Becoming an SRE teacher
For all individuals wanting to become a SRE teacher then your first step is to become an
authorised person. All SRE teaches who enter schools on behalf of the Salvation Army must be
properly authorised through the divisional SRE Rep.
The SRE Authorisation process and form can be located at toolkit.salvos.org.au/youthandkids

NOTE: Without successful endorsement and Authorisation
no worker is to enter school premises as a religious education teacher
A letter of authorisation must be provided to the school and your current authorisation card must
be carried at all times when on the school premises.
Each school will have a SRE coordinator. Make a time to connect and know this person. They
will be able to help you understand how SRE is run in your school and answer any question you
may have.

Before you begin teaching
•

Learn what the school rules are and respect them.

•

Ask the classroom teacher about classroom practices: letting children go to the toilet,
using classroom equipment, accessing the interactive whiteboard.

•

Ask for a class list of names and the names of any students with special needs.

•

Prepare your lessons well ahead of time using the set curriculum. This material has been
authorised by your provider. You are required to abide by the curriculum. If you have
problems doing this, or need help, then consult your Coordinator.

•

Pray and be prayed for.

•

Plan to arrive at least 10 minutes early.

Entering the school gate
•

When you arrive – sign the attendance book.

•

Try to learn the names of the children in your class.

The Way You Speak
•

Since many children don’t have a church background, avoid using ‘churchy’ terms like
grace and faith. Use words like kindness and believing instead.

•

A young child could be frightened by language that conjures up a strange image, eg:
‘having Jesus in your heart’ or ‘the blood of the Lamb’.

•

Avoid mentioning topics such as death or hell. If you are going to teach on a sensitive
topic, consult the classroom teacher first.

•

Own your beliefs, using phrases like “I believe…” or “I think…”.

•

Ground what you say by referring to its origin eg “The Bible says” or “Most Christians
believe”.

•

Fact statements. These are statements that can be proven and don’t depend on faith.

•

Don’t use inclusive language like “We all believe...” Acknowledge that there are other
beliefs.

•

Avoid saying anything that children might find coercive or threatening.

Positive Reinforcement
•

Use kind words, stickers and certificates to encourage children.

•

Learn the reward system used in the school. Sweets and food are to be avoided.

Going Home
• Start and finish your lessons on time and leave the classroom as you found it.
• If for some reason you can’t take your class the following week, advise the school giving
as much notice as possible.

SRE is a genuinely educational activity
which is to be adequately staffed and competently taught.
For more information please go to - http://www.iccoreis.asn.au/

TRAINING
As a member of the INTER-CHURCH COMMISSION ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN
SCHOOLS (NSW) Inc - ICCOREIS it has been agreed that all new SRE teachers will complete a 5
module basic training course.
This training will be completed within 12 months of the teacher’s engagement.
Training opportunities may be run by regional SRE coordinators, ICCOREIS and other denominational
trainers. If this is not available please contact your Divisional SRE Rep to make arrangements for this
training to be completed.
Training is run joint denominationally in various regions and we recognise those denominations whose
training fits in with Initial SRE Training framework, agreed to in 2011 by the members of ICCOREIS NSW
Inc.
Here is a summary of all the modules based on the agreed ICCOREIS NSW Inc. Initial SRE Training
Framework)
Module 1 Teaching SRE in Government Schools
Exploring ways of doing SRE that schools and parents are likely to appreciate, while teaching a strong
biblical message. This includes Essential Dos and Don'ts and Staying within the DEC Guidelines.
Module 2 Learning and Teach
How do children (and adults) learn and what ways do we teach? This module looks at communication
and particularly ways to communicate effectively with kids. We'll look at elements of Good
Communication, What’s Different About Communicating With Kids? SRE Appropriate Language,
Messages that are Shaping Kids, Different Teaching Styles.
Module 3 Preparing and Delivering Lessons
Focusing on what we teach, the Curriculum, kid's and our God view, preparing and delivering lessons
and exploring on-going learning and support for teachers.
Module 4 Communicating in the Classroom
Looking at relating well to contemporary kids, group management and strategies that help kids learn.
Participants will have opportunity to share their top tips and discuss classroom challenges.
Module 5 Introduction to the Bible (SRE & the Bible)
An interactive Bible overview to help teachers have a good understanding of the development of the
Bible, when/where people and events fit into God’s Story for us all. As well as ensuring that what and
how we teach of the Bible is relevant for today’s kids and youth.
Module 6 Observation in the Classroom
Module 6 is an observation lesson where you are observed by someone you feel you can learn from (i.e.
another SRE teacher, coordinator, pastor). For those who are in remote areas and not able to have such
a person observe, there is a form that you may give the classroom teacher to fill out. Please ask
permission of the Principal first.

On-going SRE training
For those who have completed the 6 Basic SRE training modules, you are expected to do some kind of
on-going training each year (minimum of 2 hours a year). This needs to be kid/youth related and could
be adapted to use in SRE. E.g. read a book, develop a new skill, attend a conference that discusses
children/youth development.
In addition to this, it is a requirement that the SRE Teacher Audit be conducted annually.

Website information
•

ICCOREIS www.iccoreis.asn.au

•

ICCOREIS website for training courses http://www.iccoreis.asn.au/events.htm

•

Christian SRE - http://www.christiansre.com.au/

•

Why SRE? - http://www.whysre.com.au/

YouTube DVDs for promoting SRE
•

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7XkYftHLxI

•

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PT0c0PV7htg&feature=related

Policy information
Available from the Department of Education and Communities:
http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/policies/religion/index.htm

